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The 14th European Small Federations Games is underway in Larnaca, Cyprus. Fifteen national teams will play a complete round robin 
over three days, each day comprising 5 x 10-board rounds, including one bye round per team. And that will be that; no qualification, no 
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WTC - Semifinals Results

Les Etincelles BAM Trophy Results

FRANCE BLUE ZIMMERMANN35 117

NIKOS BICI118 114

1 	 TIANYU 	 65.33
2 	 TEAM BLACK 	 61.00
3 	 ORCA 	 60.56
4 	 FRANCE GREEN 	 59.44
5 	 OGAMA 	 59.22
6 	 MAVERICKS 	 58.22
7 	 ALTSHULER 	 54.44
8 	 GERMANY 	 53.67
9 	 YOUNG OLDIES 	 52.00
10 	 SCORWAY 	 49.89
11 	 CHATEAU LATOUR 	 49.00
12 	 JINSHUO 	 48.11
13 	 SYLVESTER 	 47.78
14 	 GALATASARAY SK 	 47.11
15 	 IMP MACHINE 	 47.00
16 	 GILLIS 	 45.00
17 	 K3A 	 43.89
18 	 TEAM FUNBRIDGE BLUE 	 43.67
19 	 TEAM FUNBRIDGE PINK 	 40.00
20 	 DUTCH JUNIORS 	 38.78
21 	 CROATIA 	 38.56
22 	 HOVE 	 37.33

Les Etincelles BAM Trophy 
Semifinal A

1 	 BV WALDSOLMS 	 61.18
2 	 BIANCHI 	 59.76
3 	 APEX CLUB 	 58.41
4 	 YOUNG CLOCLO 	 57.06
5 	 VICUNA 	 55.94
6 	 VINGEGAARD 	 55.82
7 	 HKAB 	 53.24
8 	 GOSIA 	 51.53
9 	 SWISS SENIORS 	 50.88
10 	 BRIDGESCANNER 	 50.00
11 	 MARINI SANREMO 	 49.59
12 	 BRIDGEMAGIQUE 	 48.29
13 	 FMO MICHALOWO 	 46.35
14 	 BRIDGE24PL B 	 46.12
15 	 HELLAS U26 	 45.65
16 	 SWISS HOT SPRINGS 	 41.71
17 	 FTBC 	 40.47
18 	 FLEUR DE LYS 	 28.00

Les Etincelles BAM Trophy 
Semifinal B

http://db.eurobridge.org/repository/competitions/24Herning/microsite/Information.htm


1st European Winter Transnational Championships
DAILY BULLETIN

Editor: Brian Senior   [ Lay-out Editor: Francesca Canali [ Photographer: Arianna Testa

UNDERWAY!

14TH EUROPEAN
SMALL FEDERATION GAMES

Larnaca, Cyprus • 1 - 3 November 2022

Issue No 1. Wednesday 2 November, 2022

The 14th European Small Federations Games is underway in Larnaca, Cyprus. Fifteen national teams will play a complete round robin 
over three days, each day comprising 5 x 10-board rounds, including one bye round per team. And that will be that; no qualification, no 
knock-outs, just a pure round robin with the top teams at the end of three days taking home the medals, the glory, and the satisfaction 
of a job well done.

Serbia leads the way at the end of day one, closely followed by Croatia and the Faroe Islands, but no team is tailed off at the bottom 
of the rankings, and any that have a good run over the next two days can still contend at the top.

CYPRUS CROATIA CZECH REPUBLIC ESTONIA

LATVIA

ROMANIA

SLOVAKIA

FAROE ISLANDS LITHUANIA

SAN MARINO

SLOVENIA

HUNGARY

MALTA SERBIA

UKRAINE

2 3

Editor’s Log
Emergency
We have a player who needs to get to Geneva Airport on Sunday – his flight is at 21.00.
If you are travelling home by car and could give him a lift please let us know and we will put you in touch.
markhorton007@hotmail.com

Just to confirm we get a lot of overnight snow….

A website purporting to sell English Bridge Union products at half-price has appeared in search engines under 
the address of Bridge-warehouse.shop. It is nothing to do with the EBU and members should avoid it. Anyone 
who has purchased anything from the fake website should contact their card provider to ask for a refund.

While you are fighting for EBL medals and prizes here in Alpes d’Huez, the Contract Bridge Association of 
Ireland is hosting the Lady Milne Trophy for teams representing the CBAI, Ireland, Northern Ireland, England, 
Scotland and Wales. There was a major upset when England, who include World Champions Sally Brock and 
Nevena Senior lost to Ireland in Round 2, albeit by a single IMP.

In the last session of the semifinals West picked up [ - ] 6 5 3 { - } A K Q 10 8 6 5 4 3 2 which as a 
probability of 0.0000015. More than 2500 spectators were on hand to witness the deal – you will be able to 
read about it in the final Bulletin.

Star date 21/04/24
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Poznan Redux
Marek Michałowski President of the Management Board of 

the PZBS is here as a member of team Bridge24PL B, skiing 
in the morning and playing bridge in the afternoon. I took the 
opportunity to chat with him about the upcoming activities of 
the Polish Federation over the next couple of years.

In recent years Poland has become one of the nerve 
centres for major International events. 

In July this year, Wroclaw, which has previously hosted 
two World Championships, will welcome the next generation 
when it stages the European Youth Championships and the 
World Youth Transnational Championships. At the onset of 
the pandemic the PZBS started launched the now annual 
Transatlantic Seniors Cup, a hugely successful online event.

In 2011 the International Fair in the city of Poznań played 
host to the European Transnational Championships, and 
next year as the totally renovated Poznań Trade Fair it 
will again host the championships. You will be amazed at 
the transformation from 2011, not least because the ultra 
modern venue includes four restaurants.

The venue is in the heart of Poznań, Poland’s fifth largest city, directly opposite the main railway station, 
Poznań Główny, and stands at the crossroads of Europe, making it a prime location ensuring unparalleled 
accessibility for participants and visitors travelling from across Europe and beyond.

There are many historic buildings and sights, mostly concentrated around the Old Town and other parts 
of the city centre, recently completely renovated. Many of these are on the Royal-Imperial Route, a tourist 
walk leading through the most important parts of the city, showing its history, culture and identity. Lake 
Malta, an artificial lake formed in 1952 following the damming of the Cybina River is the biggest man-made 
lake in Poznań. There are a number of recreational attractions along the edge of the lake and if you are 
already missing Alpe d’Huez they include 
an artificial ski slope, and an ice rink.

Poznań offers a vast range of hotels 
and restaurants covering the broadest 
possible spectrum, and the après bridge 
atmosphere will be fantastic.

The competition programme will be multi-
faceted. As befitted a transnational event the 
2011 Open Teams was won by players from 
Poland and the United States, Jim Mahaffey’s 
Gary Cohler, Sam Lev, Jeff Meckstroth, Eric 
Rodwell and Jacek Pszczola.

Make a note of the dates now – June 21 
– July 5 2025 – see you all in Poznań!

Mark Horton

Marek Michałowski

Marek Mark and Igor making plans
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Sweet Caroline
(Good times never seemed so good)

Music and sport are intertwined in many ways, 
not least because certain songs and pieces of music 
have become linked to various sporting contests. Neil 
Diamond’s Sweet Caroline is played at cricket matches 
around the world (and is played at every game at 
Fenway Park, historic home of the Boston Red Sox) 
always with enthusiastic audience participation. When 
Omar Sharif came to the stage to collect a medal at 
the European Championships in Malta in 1999 it was 
to Lara’s Theme from Dr.Zhivago. Certain pieces are 
played at medal ceremonies – We are the Champions 
has made regular appearances but so far no specific 
piece has been definitively linked to bridge.

I was still settling into my seat when on the opening 
deal East held 

[ Q 7 5 4  ] Q 8 6  { A 10 9  } K J 4 . 
When North opened 1] three players doubled with 

this uninspiring collection. One of them having seen 
partner bid 2{, continued with 2NT (North having 
rebid 2]) and was raised to 3NT. I thought North, 
looking at 

[ A J 6  ] A K J 5 4 3  { 4  } A 6 2 
might speculate with a double, but he let it go, -200 

instead of -800 being worth a couple of IMPs as NS 
scored +130 in 4} in the other room.

Board 2 might have been a nasty defensive problem 
for West. Say you are lead against 4[ and after a top 
heart see this:

			  [	 K
			  ]	 10 9 6
			  {	 9 8 6 5 4
			  }	 J 10 6 3
	[	 4
	]	 A K Q J 7 4
	{	 Q 3 2
	}	 A 8 4

After cashing two tricks in the suit, (partner plays 
the ]32 or ]23) you must switch to the }A before 
playing a third heart. Otherwise, declarer will cash all 
his spades and a top diamond and you will be squeezed 
down to {Q3 }A and thrown in with the }K to lead 
into declarer’s {KJ. South had 

[ A Q J 10 7 5 2  ] 8 5  { A K J  } K .

Board 5. Dealer North. N/S Vul.
			  [	 9 8 4
			  ]	 K 7 2
			  {	 K 10 8 5
			  }	 A K 8
	[	 7 3			   [	 K Q 6 5
	]	 10 6 5 3			   ]	 A 4
	{	 Q J 4			   {	 A 9 2
	}	 10 9 7 2			   }	 J 6 5 4
			  [	 A J 10 2
			  ]	 A J 9 8
			  {	 7 6 3
			  }	 Q 3

France Blue v Nikos
Open Room
	West	 North	 East	 South
	Ward-Platt	 Levy	 P Patreuha	 Mauberquez

	—	 1{	 Pass	 1]
	Pass	 1NT	 Pass	 3NT
	All Pass

East led the [5 and having won with dummy’s jack 
declarer played a spade back for the nine and king, 
East switching to the }4. Declarer won with the }K, 
played a heart to the jack, unblocked the }Q, played 
a heart to the king, cashed the }A and played a 
heart. When East discarded the {2 declarer won with 
dummy’s ace and played a diamond to the king, but 
when it lost he was two down, -200. I am not brave 
enough to enquire as to why declarer did not play a 
spade after the }A.

Closed Room
	West	 North	 East	 South
	Lhussier	 Pszczola	 Bernard	 Buras

	—	 1}*	 Pass	 1]
	Pass	 1NT	 Pass	 2}*
	Pass	 2{*	 Pass	 2NT
	Pass	 3NT	 All Pass

1}	 Polish Club
2}	 Checkback

East led the [5 and having won with the jack, 
declarer played a spade for the nine and king. When 

Mark Horton

Poznan Redux
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East switched to the {2 declarer took West’s jack 
with the {K, played a spade to the ten and then ran 
the ]J, finishing with 10 tricks and 13 IMPs.

Zimmermann v Bici
Open Room
	West	 North	 East	 South
	Cima	 Nowosadzki	 Bianchi	 Zimmermann

	—	 1{	 Pass	 1]
	Pass	 1NT	 Dble	 Rdbl
	2}	 Pass	 Pass	 3NT
	All Pass

East led the }5 and declarer won with the king and 
played the [4 for the queen and ace followed by a 
spade to the nine and king, East exiting with the }4 
to dummy’s queen. Declarer cashed two spades and 
ran the ]8, taking nine tricks when East won with the 
]Q, +600.

Closed Room
	West	 North	 East	 South
	Klukowski	 Sementa	 Kalita	 Versace

	—	 1}*	 Pass	 1NT*
	Pass	 2}*	 Pass	 2{
	Pass	 2NT	 Pass	 3]
	Pass	 3NT	 All Pass

1}	 2+}, balanced 11-14 or 14-16(5M) 
		 or } unbalanced 11-22
1NT	 Game forcing

West led the }9 and declarer won with dummy’s }
A and played the [4 for the five, jack and three. A 
diamond to the king lost to the ace and East continued 
with the }5 to declarer’s queen. A spade to the eight 
saw East win with the [Q and exited with the }6, 
declarer winning with the }K, playing a spade to the 
ten and cashing the [A. West had discarded the ]5 
so declarer tried running the ]J, but East won and 
that was two down, -200 and a 13 IMP loss.

Board 7. Dealer South. All Vul.
			  [	 K J 5
			  ]	 A K Q 9 8 3 2
			  {	 A
			  }	 Q 5
	[	 Q 9 6 4			   [	 10 8 3
	]	 J 10 7			   ]	 6 5
	{	 J 10			   {	 K 9 6 4 3
	}	 A K 7 6			   }	 4 2
			  [	 A 7
			  ]	 4
			  {	 Q 8 7 5 2
			  }	 J 10 9 8 3

Zimmermann v Bici
Open Room
	West	 North	 East	 South
Cima	 Nowosadzki	 Bianchi	 Zimmermann

	—	 —	 —	 Pass
	Pass	 1]	 Pass	 1NT
	Pass	 2}*	 Pass	 2[*
	Pass	 3]	 All Pass

2}	 Gazzilli
2[	 5-7, 2+[

I will leave you to ponder why North did not bid 4] 
over 2[. Presumably he thought 3] was forcing.

East led the }4 and West played three rounds of the 
suit, declarer discarding the [5 and taking 10 tricks, 
+170.

Closed Room
	West	 North	 East	 South
	Klukowski	 Sementa	 Kalita	 Versace

	—	 —	 —	 Pass
	1}	 Dble	 Pass	 1{*
	Pass	 2}*	 Pass	 3}
	Pass	 4]	 All Pass

1}	 11-14 balanced or 441{4, 
		 15+ 5(4)} or 18+ any
2}	 Game forcing

East led the }2 and West won with the king and 
returned the }7 which meant declarer took 12 tricks, 
+480 and 11 IMPs.

 

Championship special 
The new dealing machines used to duplicate 
the boards during these championships are 
sold for €2650. The offer is on so long as sup-
ply lasts, but no longer than April 21. Shipping 
from Sweden (afterwards) will be charged at 
cost.  Email anna@jannersten.com to order.  

https://www.jannersten.se/duplication
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Board 10. Dealer East. All Vul.
			  [	 A K 7 6
			  ]	 J 6 5
			  {	 7 5 2
			  }	 7 3 2
	[	 Q 10 8 5			   [	 J 9 2
	]	 2			   ]	 10 9 8 7 4
	{	 A Q 8 6			   {	 K J 10 3
	}	 J 9 6 5			   }	 4
			  [	 4 3
			  ]	 A K Q 3
			  {	 9 4
			  }	 A K Q 10 8

Zimmermann v Bici
Open Room
	West	 North	 East	 South
Cima	 Nowosadzki	 Bianchi	 Zimmermann

	—	 —	 Pass	 1}
	Pass	 1]*	 Pass	 2]
	Pass	 3}	 Pass	 3[*
	Pass	 4[	 All Pass

1]	 Spades

Apparently 3[ was alerted by South. It might be 
that he thought he had bid 3{ looking for a stopper. 
It would not have been easy for North to bid 3NT.

West led the ]2 and the best declarer could do was 
seven tricks, -300.

Closed Room
	West	 North	 East	 South
	Klukowski	 Sementa	 Kalita	 Versace

	—	 —	 Pass	 1}*
	Pass	 1]*	 Pass	 2]
	Pass	 2NT	 Pass	 3NT
	All Pass

1}	 11-14 balanced or 441{4, 
		 15+ 5(4)} or 18+ any
1]	 4+[

With a flat hand 2NT looks a decent description – it 
was the only table to reach 3NT.

East led the ]8 and although the clubs failed to 
divide declarer had enough ammunition for nine 
tricks, +600 and 14 IMPs.

Board 11. Dealer South. None Vul.
			  [	 7 3
			  ]	 J 6 4
			  {	 K 8 7 4 2
			  }	 J 7 4
	[	 A K 9			   [	 J 6 4
	]	 7 5			   ]	 A K Q
	{	 Q J 9 3			   {	 A 10
	}	 A Q 9 6			   }	 K 10 8 5 3
			  [	 Q 10 5 2
			  ]	 10 9 8 3 2
			  {	 6 5
			  }	 2

Zimmermann v Bici
Open Room
	West	 North	 East	 South
Cima	 Nowosadzki	 Bianchi	 Zimmermann

	—	 —	 —	 Pass
	1NT	 Pass	 3}*	 Pass
	3]*	 Pass	 4]*	 Pass
	4NT	 All Pass

3}	 Puppet
3]	 No major
4]	 5+}, slam try

North led the {4 and when dummy’s {10 held 
declarer was already up to 12 tricks and he claimed, 
+490.

Closed Room
	West	 North	 East	 South
	Klukowski	 Sementa	 Kalita	 Versace

	—	 —	 —	 Pass
	1NT	 Pass	 2}*	 Pass
	2{*	 Pass	 3}*	 Pass
	3[*	 Pass	 4}	 Pass
	4[*	 Pass	 4NT	 Pass
	5NT	 Pass	 6}	 All Pass

3}	 Relay
3[	 3244
4[	 Control

South led the [2 and declarer won in dummy and 
was soon claiming all the tricks, +940 and 10 IMPs.

After an eventful session Zimmermann led 36-35. In 
the other match Nikos had restricted France Blue to a 
single IMP and led 37-1.
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France Blue vs. Chateau Latour

As we start the final stanza of the quarter-final 
between Chateau Latour and France Blue the score 
between the two teams is 73.4-67, the 0.4 being a 
carry over, at least it means there will not be a tie.

Board 15. Dealer South. N/S Vul.
			  [	 A Q J 10 8 5
			  ]	 6 2
			  {	 A Q 9
			  }	 6 4
	[	 —			   [	 7 4 2
	]	 J 5 4			   ]	 K Q 10 8 7 3
	{	 K J 10 7 4 2		  {	 5
	}	 A 8 3 2			   }	 Q 10 5
			  [	 K 9 6 3
			  ]	 A 9
			  {	 8 6 3
			  }	 K J 9 7

Open Room
	West	 North	 East	 South
	Piedra	 Levy	 Lantaron	 Mauberquez

	—	 —	 —	 Pass
	3{	 3[	 Pass	 4[
	All Pass

A calm auction resulting in a very reasonable contract. 
East led his singleton diamond which declarer won and 
drew trumps ending in hand. A club to the king lost 
to West’s ace, and declarer ducked the heart switch 
and took the continuation in dummy. At first glance it 
looks as though declarer still has a loser in each minor 
but communications between the defenders has been 
cut, and after crossing back to hand with a diamond, a 
club towards dummy’s jack established a trick whereby 
he could discard the losing diamond.

Closed Room
	West	 North	 East	 South
	Bernard	 Bompis	 Lhuissier	 Abecassis

	—	 —	 —	 1}
	3{	 3]*	 Dble	 3[
	4}	 4{	 Pass	 4]
	Pass	 4NT	 Pass	 5]
	Pass	 6[	 All Pass

3]	 Spades

When South decided to open his eleven count 
the auction quickly got out of control and gained an 
apparently unstoppable momentum propelling N/S 
into a hopeless slam. West led the jack of hearts after 
his partner’s lead-directing double and the contract 
quickly failed. A lead changing 12 IMPs for France 
Blue.

Board 16. Dealer West. E/W Vul.
			  [	 7 6 3
			  ]	 A J
			  {	 A K 3
			  }	 A 10 8 7 5
	[	 A K 10 9 4			   [	 8 5
	]	 K 3 2			   ]	 Q 10 9 7 6
	{	 9 8 6			   {	 Q 7 5 4 2
	}	 K 3			   }	 4
			  [	 Q J 2
			  ]	 8 5 4
			  {	 J 10
			  }	 Q J 9 6 2

Open Room
	West	 North	 East	 South
	Piedra	 Levy	 Lantaron	 Mauberquez

	1[	 All Pass

I suspect you will not find many instances where a 
sixteen count passes an opposing opening bid during 
this championship. The defence cashed the ace and 
king of diamonds and took a diamond ruff, but that 
was at the expense of a natural trump trick. South 
continued with the queen of trumps won by declarer 
in hand and when a heart was led towards dummy 
North rose with the ace and continued with the jack 
taken in hand. When the jack of spades fell under the 
ace declarer had the rest of the tricks for plus two.

Closed Room
	West	 North	 East	 South
	Bernard	 Bompis	 Lhuissier	 Abecassis

	1[	 Pass	 1NT	 All Pass

My suspicion was not well founded as like the 
proverbial number 9 Clapham Omnibus two came 
along at once. This time East decided to keep the 
auction alive with an absolute minimum 1NT which 

Ron Tacchi Quarterfinals, Round 4
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became the final contract. When South found the 
lead of the queen of clubs declarer began to rue his 
decision as the defence took the first eight tricks for 
two off and 8 IMPs to Chateau Latour giving them the 
slenderest of leads.

Board 19. Dealer South. E/W Vul.
			  [	 K Q 4 3
			  ]	 10 9 4
			  {	 3 2
			  }	 8 7 6 2
	[	 10 7 6 5 2			   [	 J 9
	]	 Q 8 3			   ]	 K 6 5
	{	 5 4			   {	 Q J 10 7
	}	 K Q 3			   }	 10 9 5 4
			  [	 A 8
			  ]	 A J 7 2
			  {	 A K 9 8 6
			  }	 A J

Open Room
	West	 North	 East	 South
	Piedra	 Levy	 Lantaron	 Mauberquez

	—	 —	 —	 2NT
	All Pass

Assuming the opening 2NT showed 20-21 one 
might have expected North to pursue a game contract. 
West led the [7 taken in hand with the ace. The ace 
and king of diamonds was cashed and a third round 
played to East and when declarer inserted the jack 
West took his queen and continued with the queen 
won by declarer. After a diamond exit to East the 
defence could cash two clubs but declarer had the rest. 
Contract just made. North had chosen wisely.

Closed Room
	West	 North	 East	 South
	Bernard	 Bompis	 Lhuissier	 Abecassis

	—	 —	 —	 2}
	Pass	 2{*	 Pass	 2NT
	Pass	 3}*	 Pass	 3]
	Pass	 3NT	 All Pass

Here North made an effort after the 2NT rebid and 
when no spade fit was found quickly settled for the 
no-trump game. West chose the queen of clubs for his 
opening lead and when declarer ducked by playing the 
jack West continued with his queen to declarer’s ace. 
Declarer cashed two top diamonds and played a third, 
East winning and cashing two clubs He switched to a 
heart ensuring a two trick defeat. 6 IMPs to France 
Blue and another change in the lead, albeit by a tiny 
margin.

Board 22. Dealer East. E/W Vul.
			  [	 Q 9 2
			  ]	 10 9
			  {	 Q J 10 8 7 2
			  }	 K 10
	[	 A 7 4 3			   [	 5
	]	 2			   ]	 K Q 8 5 4
	{	 A 4			   {	 K 6 3
	}	 A 7 6 5 4 2			   }	 J 9 8 3
			  [	 K J 10 8 6
			  ]	 A J 7 6 3
			  {	 9 5
			  }	 Q

Open Room
	West	 North	 East	 South
	Piedra	 Levy	 Lantaron	 Mauberquez

	—	 —	 Pass	 1[
	2}	 2[	 Dble	 3[
	Pass	 Pass	 4}	 Pass
	5}	 All Pass

Fine judgement by West going on to the minor-
suit game and it was rewarded when the play was 
straightforward as he was able to ruff spade losers in 
dummy losing just a trump and a heart.

Michel ABECASSIS
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Closed Room
	West	 North	 East	 South
	Bernard	 Bompis	 Lhuissier	 Abecassis

	—	 —	 Pass	 1[
	2}	 2[	 3]	 Pass
	4}	 All Pass

When East decided to bid his hearts West repeated 
his club suit and East could not know of the perfect 
hand opposite so the contract remained in a part-
score. There were the same eleven tricks available 
to declarer and 10 IMPs to Chateau Latour for yet 
another change of leader.

Board 26. Dealer East. All Vul.
			  [	 10 4
			  ]	 A 7 5 4
			  {	 A Q 5
			  }	 K 6 4 2
	[	 9 8 6 5 2			   [	 A K Q J
	]	 K 9 6 2			   ]	 Q J 3
	{	 4			   {	 J 8 6 2
	}	 Q 10 3			   }	 9 7
			  [	 7 3
			  ]	 10 8
			  {	 K 10 9 7 3
			  }	 A J 8 5

Open Room
	West	 North	 East	 South
	Piedra	 Levy	 Lantaron	 Mauberquez

	—	 —	 1{	 Pass
	2]*	 Pass	 2NT*	 Pass
	3{*	 Pass	 4[	 All Pass

2]	 5[, 4], 6-9

West ‘borrowed’ a point for his conventional 2] bid. 
It seems 2NT was asking and 3{ showed shortage. 
South led a trump which declarer won and played the 
jack of hearts, North took his ace and played back the 
}4 to South’s ace and when South returned a club 
North took his king and the ace of diamonds to defeat 
the contract.

Closed Room
	West	 North	 East	 South
	Bernard	 Bompis	 Lhuissier	 Abecassis

	—	 —	 1{	 Pass
	2]*	 Pass	 4[	 All Pass

2]	 Spades

The defence again started with a trump won in hand 
and now declarer played a heart to dummy’s king and 
North’s ace. The trump return was taken in hand and 
the jack of diamonds ran round to North’s queen. 
Decision time for North, lead away from his }K or 
exit safely with a heart? He chose the heart option 
which was not safe, as declarer now cashed the queen 
and jack of hearts, ruffed a diamond in dummy and 
discarded a losing club on the ]9. 12 IMPs to France 
Blue and a final change of leader. There were no 
opportunities on the last two deals and France Blue 
had won a very tight match 99-94.4.Marc BOMPIS

Nicolas LHUISSIER
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Unbelievable

When the German Battleship sunk HMS Hood in 
the second world war (the British ship blowing up) the 
captain Ernst Lindemann uttered the single word of 
my title (at least he did in the film Sink the Bismark). 
Of course in German it would have been Unglaublich.

In the second session of the semifinals we saw some 
astonishing events unfold.

Board 15. Dealer South. N/S Vul.
			  [	 Q 8 4 3
			  ]	 J 7 2
			  {	 4
			  }	 A J 7 5 2
	[	 A K J 2			   [	 9 7 5
	]	 K 10			   ]	 A Q 9 5 3
	{	 5 3			   {	 A K 10 8 2
	}	 Q 10 8 6 4			   }	 —
			  [	 10 6
			  ]	 8 6 4
			  {	 Q J 9 7 6
			  }	 K 9 3

France Blue v Nikos
Open Room
	West	 North	 East	 South
	Vroustis	 Bernard	 Delimpaltadakis	Lhussier

	—	 —	 —	 Pass
	1}	 Pass	 1]	 Pass
	1[	 Pass	 2{*	 Pass
	3}	 Pass	 3{	 Pass
	3]	 Pass	 4]	 All Pass

South led the {Q and declarer won with the {A, 
played a spade to the ace and a diamond, North 
discarding the }2. Having taken the {K declarer 
played a spade to the king, ruffed a club, ruffed a 
diamond with the ]K and (mistakenly) discarded a 
spade on a club, South winning with the }9. At least 
that is what the BBO operator says what happened, 
but at this point declarer claimed – and as you can 
probably see if South exits with a low diamond declarer 
will be in trouble.

Perhaps declarer ruffed the club and then ruffed a 
diamond, ensuring 10 tricks.

Closed Room
	West	 North	 East	 South
	Levy	 Pszczola	 Mauberquez	 Buras

	—	 —	 —	 Pass
	1}	 Pass	 1]	 Pass
	1[	 Pass	 2{*	 Pass
	2]	 Pass	 4]	 All Pass

South led the {Q and declarer won with the {A 
and continued with the {K, North ruffing and exiting 
with the ]7 which declarer took with dummy’s ]10, 
ruffed a club, ruffed a diamond, ruffed a club and drew 
trumps. However, he reduced dummy to [AKJ2 }Q 
and when he cashed the top spades he was one down, 
-50 and lost 10 IMPs.

The difficult winning line is to keep two clubs, cross 
to dummy with a top spade and exit with a club.

Mark Horton

Nicolas LHUISSIER

Vassilis VROUSTIS
Julien BERNARD

Nikos DELIMPALTADAKIS
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On Board 16 East held 
[ J 8  ] 2  { K 4 3  } K Q 10 9 8 6 5 
and saw North open 1]. Kalita bid 3}, Sementa 

2}. The former sort of pushed NS into 4] which 
might have been made, but it went one down for a 
loss of 5 IMPs.

Board 17. Dealer North. None Vul.
			  [	 A K 9 3 2
			  ]	 A K J 7
			  {	 8
			  }	 A Q 2
	[	 Q J 7 5			   [	 10 8 6 4
	]	 8 4 3			   ]	 Q 5 2
	{	 K 5 2			   {	 Q 6 3
	}	 J 6 3			   }	 K 9 8
			  [	 —
			  ]	 10 9 6
			  {	 A J 10 9 7 4
			  }	 10 7 5 4

Zimmermann v Bici
Open Room
	West	 North	 East	 South
	Versace	 Nowosadzki	 Sementa	 Zimmermann

	—	 1[	 Pass	 1NT
	Pass	 2}*	 Pass	 3{*
	Pass	 3]*	 Pass	 4]
	All Pass

2}	 Gazzilli
3{	 6+{, up to 7 points
3]	 55 possible

East led the }8 and declarer had no trouble taking 
12 tricks, pitching two clubs from dummy on the top 
spades and cross ruffing.

Closed Room
	West	 North	 East	 South
	Klukowski	 Bianchi	 Kalita	 Cima

	—	 1[	 Pass	 1NT*
	Pass	 2}*	 Pass	 3{*
	Pass	 3]	 All Pass

2}	 Gazzilli
3{	 6+{, up to 7 points

Now both teams had experienced a problem with 
Gazzilli – declarer took 11 tricks and lost 7 IMPs.

On Board 18 South had 
[ A Q 10 9 8 5 2  ] 10 9  { K  } 8 5 4 
and opened 3[. In Z v B West overcalled 3NT with 
[ K 7  ] A K 6 5 3  { 6 5 4  } K Q 9 

and found partner with 
[ J 6 4  ] J 7 2  { Q 10 7 3  } J 7 2 . 
Three down at both tables.
In the other match Levy doubled and 4{ was four 

down (mercifully undoubled) for -200 while Vroustis 
passed 3[ and collected -200 along with 9 IMPs.

Board 21. Dealer North. N/S Vul.
			  [	 K J 8 7
			  ]	 A J 6 3
			  {	 A 10 8 5
			  }	 3
	[	 Q 10 9 6 4			   [	 A 2
	]	 8 5			   ]	 Q 10 7 2
	{	 K Q J 9 3			   {	 7 4
	}	 A			   }	 K 9 7 4 2
			  [	 5 3
			  ]	 K 9 4
			  {	 6 2
			  }	 Q J 10 8 6 5

Zimmermann v Bici
Open Room
	West	 North	 East	 South
	Versace	 Nowosadzki	 Sementa	 Zimmermann

	—	 1{	 Pass	 1NT
	2[	 Pass	 3[	 All Pass

North led the }3 and declarer won with the }A and 
played the {K, North winning and playing two rounds 
of hearts. When South returned the }Q declarer 
pitched a diamond and North ruffed and exited with 
the {5. Declarer won and played the [Q for the king 
and ace and could claim for one down, -50.

Closed Room
	West	 North	 East	 South
	Klukowski	 Bianchi	 Kalita	 Cima

	—	 1]	 Pass	 2]
	2[	 Pass	 Pass	 3}
	3{	 Dble	 3[	 Pass
	Pass	 Dble	 All Pass

North led the }3 and having won declarer ran the 
[9, played a spade to the ace and pitched a heart on 
the }K, North discarding the ]3. A diamond to the 
king saw North win and play two rounds of hearts, 
but declarer put in dummy’s ]10, ruffed South’s ]
J and exited with a trump. North could win and cash 
the [K, but then had to surrender the rest, +530 and 
11 IMPs.

Covering the [9 should lead to two down.
Thereafter North had to underlead the ]A allowing 

South to win and play a club. Then North takes the 
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[KJ and can exit with the ]A, getting a diamond at 
the end.

Board 23. Dealer South. All Vul.
			  [	 Q 6 4
			  ]	 6 5 3
			  {	 9 6 4
			  }	 9 6 5 4
	[	 K 10 8 3			   [	 9 5
	]	 Q 10 2			   ]	 A K J 8 7 4
	{	 K J 8 5			   {	 A 10 2
	}	 A K			   }	 10 3
			  [	 A J 7 2
			  ]	 9
			  {	 Q 7 3
			  }	 Q J 8 7 2

Zimmermann v Bici
Open Room
	West	 North	 East	 South
	Versace	 Nowosadzki	 Sementa	 Zimmermann

	—	 —	 —	 Pass
	1NT	 Pass	 2{*	 Pass
	2]	 Pass	 3[*	 Pass
	4]	 All Pass

2{	 Transfer
3[	 No shortage

North led the [4 and when South pitched a spade 
on the third round of hearts declarer did not need to 
locate the {Q for 12 tricks, +680.

Closed Room
	West	 North	 East	 South
	Klukowski	 Bianchi	 Kalita	 Cima

	—	 —	 —	 Pass
	1NT	 Pass	 2{*	 Pass
	2]	 Pass	 3{*	 Pass
	3]*	 Pass	 3[*	 Pass
	3NT*	 Pass	 4}*	 Pass
	4NT*	 Pass	 5{	 Pass
	6]	 All Pass

2{	 Transfer
3[	 No shotness
3NT	 Spade control
4NT	 RKCB
5{	 3 keycards

North led the {4 solving almost all declarer’s 
problems, +1430 and 13 IMPs.

France Blue v Nikos
Open Room
	West	 North	 East	 South
	Vroustis	 Bernard	 Delimpaltadakis	Lhussier

				   Pass
	1NT	 Pass	 2{*	 Pass
	2]	 Pass	 4]	 All Pass

North led the }6 and declarer took 12 tricks, +680.

Closed Room
	West	 North	 East	 South
	Levy	 Pszczola	 Mauberquez	 Buras

				   Pass
	1NT	 Pass	 3{*	 Pass
	3]*	 Pass	 3NT	 Pass
	4}	 Pass	 4{	 Pass
	4NT*	 Pass	 5}*	 Pass
	6]	 All Pass

North led the [6 and South won and returned the 
[2. Having won with the [K declarer ruffed a spade 
high, cashed four rounds of hearts, played a club to 
the ace, ruffed a spade played a diamond to the king 
and a diamond to the ten, South winning with the 
queen.

What was especially annoying was that South had 
come down to {Q3 }QJ. It meant the loss of 13 IMPs. 

(This result was later adjusted to 50% of 6] making 
and 6]-1 with North being fined 3 IMP.) 

At this point Zimmermann was 45-0 ahead in the 
session while Nikos led 39-0.

Nikos DELIMPALTADAKIS
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Board 25. Dealer North. E/W Vul.
			  [	 9 7 6 5 4
			  ]	 K 8 7 5 4
			  {	 7
			  }	 J 8
	[	 —			   [	 A K Q 8 3
	]	 Q 2			   ]	 A 9 3
	{	 K 9 8 5 4 3			   {	 A Q
	}	 A K Q 5 4			   }	 10 7 2
			  [	 J 10 2
			  ]	 J 10 6
			  {	 J 10 6 2
			  }	 9 6 3

Zimmermann v Bici
Open Room
	West	 North	 East	 South
	Versace	 Nowosadzki	 Sementa	 Zimmermann

	—	 Pass	 2NT	 Pass
	3[*	 Pass	 3NT	 Pass
	4}	 Pass	 4]	 Pass
	5[	 Pass	 6}	 Pass
	6NT	 Pass	 7NT	 All Pass

3[	 Minors

South led the }6 and declarer won with dummy’s 
ace, unblocked the diamonds, North discarding the 
]4, cashed the top spades pitching diamonds and 
then cashed his minor suit winners squeezing North in 
the majors for +2220.

Only leading the ]J/]10 will break up the squeeze.
You will observe that played by West 7NT is 

theoretically unbeatable and that 7} happens to be a 
winner whoever is declarer.

Closed Room
	West	 North	 East	 South
	Klukowski	 Bianchi	 Kalita	 Cima

	—	 Pass	 2NT	 Pass
	3[*	 Pass	 3NT	 Pass
	4}	 Pass	 4{	 Pass
	4NT*	 Pass	 6}	 Pass
	6NT	 All Pass

3[	 Minimum 54 minors

South led the ]J, so it was just as well they were not 
in 7NT – it was still a loss of 13 IMPs.

Board 26. Dealer East. All Vul.
			  [	 K 10 8 5
			  ]	 A K Q 5
			  {	 10 2
			  }	 A J 6
	[	 6			   [	 A J 4 3 2
	]	 J 8 3 2			   ]	 10
	{	 9 8 7 4 3			   {	 A J 6 5
	}	 Q 9 4			   }	 8 7 2
			  [	 Q 9 7
			  ]	 9 7 6 4
			  {	 K Q
			  }	 K 10 5 3

Zimmermann v Bici
Open Room
	West	 North	 East	 South
	Versace	 Nowosadzki	 Sementa	 Zimmermann

	—	 —	 Pass	 Pass
	Pass	 1}	 1[	 Dble
	Pass	 4]	 All Pass

East found the lead of the [A and continued with 
the [J, West ruffing and playing a diamond to secure 
a second ruff, -100.

Closed Room
	West	 North	 East	 South
	Klukowski	 Bianchi	 Kalita	 Cima

	—	 —	 Pass	 Pass
	Pass	 1NT	 Pass	 3NT
	All Pass

East led the [3 and having won with dummy’s 
[7 declarer played a heart to the queen, the [8 to 
dummy’s [9 and a club to the jack. He finished with 
11 tricks, +660 and 13 IMPs.

Both teams bid 4] in the other match but only 
Delimpaltadakis found the lead of the [A to pocket 
12 IMPs.

By the time Board 28 settled on the table the session 
score in favour of Nikos was 52-0 (remember they 
had taken the first session 37-1). A slip in defence 
allowed declarer an overtrick and France Blue had 
avoided the bagel and doubled their score.

The remarkable turnaround in the other match 
saw Bici score 35 IMPs on the last four deals of the 
session holding their losses to 10 IMPs as they trailed 
70-81.
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Do you feel Lucky?
The third session of the semifinals featured a number 

of deals where a little luck was not unwelcome.

Board 29. Dealer North. None Vul.
			  [	 7 5 3
			  ]	 K J 10 2
			  {	 A 10 9 2
			  }	 9 4
	[	 A 10 9			   [	 K J 8 6
	]	 A 8 7			   ]	 9 6 5
	{	 6			   {	 K Q 4 3
	}	 K J 10 8 5 2		  }	 A 3
			  [	 Q 4 2
			  ]	 Q 4 3
			  {	 J 8 7 5
			  }	 Q 7 6

Nikos v France Blue
Open Room
	West	 North	 East	 South
	Vroustis	 Bernard	 Delimpaltadakis	Lhussier

	—	 Pass	 1{	 Pass
	2}	 Pass	 2{	 Pass
	2NT	 Pass	 3NT	 All Pass

North led the ]J and declarer took the third round of 
the suit and ran the }J, South winning and switching 
to the {7 for one down, -50.

Closed Room
	West	 North	 East	 South
	Levy	 Pszczola	 Mauberquez	 Buras

	—	 Pass	 1{	 Pass
	2}*	 Pass	 2NT	 Pass
	3}	 Pass	 3{	 Pass
	3NT	 All Pass

South led the ]4 and declarer took the third round, 
played a club to the ace and a club to the jack for 
+400 and 10 IMPs – France Blue was on the way!

In the other match Duboin played in identical fashion 
finishing with an overtrick – but lost 2 IMPs to the 
+490 recorded at the other table!

On Board 30 East held 
[ 7 6  ] K Q 8 7 5 4 2  { 2  } Q 9 2 . 
Kalita opened 4], Duboin 3]. Both were doubled. 

We had the same pair of bids in the other match, 
Mauberquez being the one to try 4]. Everyone went 
three down for -500 except Duboin, who took seven 
tricks for -300 and a 5 IMP gain.

On Board 31 N/S bid to 4[ at every table. West 
was on lead with 

[ 4  ] Q 9 7  { 9 7 4 3 2  } Q 9 6 3 . 
Your choice?
Levy was the only one to lead a club – and that was  

worth 10 IMPs.
Kalit had doubled 4[ and when Klukowski led a 

diamond it resulted in the loss of 5 IMPs giving Bici 
the lead by 1 IMP.

Mark Horton

Krzysztof BURAS

Alain LEVY

Jacek PSZCZOLA

Eric MAUBERQUEZ
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knock-outs, just a pure round robin with the top teams at the end of three days taking home the medals, the glory, and the satisfaction 
of a job well done.

Serbia leads the way at the end of day one, closely followed by Croatia and the Faroe Islands, but no team is tailed off at the bottom 
of the rankings, and any that have a good run over the next two days can still contend at the top.
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Board 32. Dealer West. All Vul.
			  [	 K 10 9 6 4 2
			  ]	 6
			  {	 10 5 3
			  }	 J 10 2
	[	 Q 3			   [	 A
	]	 10 5 3 2			   ]	 A 8 7
	{	 K 8 6			   {	 A 9 7 4 2
	}	 K Q 7 6			   }	 A 8 5 3
			  [	 J 8 7 5
			  ]	 K Q J 9 4
			  {	 Q J
			  }	 9 4

Nikos v France Blue
Open Room
	West	 North	 East	 South
	Vroustis	 Bernard	 Delimpaltadakis	Lhussier

	Pass	 2{*	 Dble	 4{*
	Pass	 4[	 Dble	 All Pass

2{	 Multi
4{	 Bid your major

There was nothing to the play, three down, -800.

Closed Room
	West	 North	 East	 South
	Levy	 Pszczola	 Mauberquez	 Buras

	Pass	 Pass	 1{	 1]
	1[*	 2[	 3]	 Pass
	3[	 Pass	 5}	 All Pass

South led the ]K and declarer won, played a diamond 
to the king, played three rounds of clubs and two rounds 

of diamonds, North winning and exiting with the [6. 
Declarer won and cashed two diamonds, but incredibly 
he pitched a spade and a heart rather than two hearts 
and had to go one down, losing 14 IMPs.

It was flat in 5} in the other match.

Board 34. Dealer East. E/W Vul.
			  [	 Q J 10 9 8 6 5 2
			  ]	 J 7 4 2
			  {	 —
			  }	 6
	[	 —			   [	 A K 7
	]	 K Q 6 3			   ]	 A 10 5
	{	 A J 10 8 5 4		  {	 K Q 9 7 6 3
	}	 Q 5 2			   }	 10
			  [	 4 3
			  ]	 9 8
			  {	 2
			  }	 A K J 9 8 7 4 3

Zimmerman v Bici
Open Room
	West	 North	 East	 South
	Cima	 Drijver	 Duboin	 Brink

	—	 —	 1{	 4}
	Dble	 4[	 Pass*	 Pass
	4NT*	 Pass	 5}	 Pass
	6{	 6[	 Pass	 Pass
	Dble	 All Pass

1{	 Unbalanced

East led the [A and switched to the }10 and 
declarer was five down, -1100.

Sjoert BRINK

Leonardo CIMA

Giorgio DUBOIN

Bas DRIJVER
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Closed Room
	West	 North	 East	 South
	Klukowski	 Sementa	 Kalita	 Versace

	—	 —	 1{	 4}
	6{	 Pass	 7{	 Pass
	Pass	 7[	 Pass	 Pass
	Dble	 All Pass

East led the }10, ruffed the second round of clubs 
and cashed the top spades for six down, -1400 and 
a somewhat fortuitous 7 IMPs for Zimmermann, 
regaining the lead by an IMP.

Nikos v France Blue
Open Room
	West	 North	 East	 South
	Vroustis	 Bernard	 Delimpaltadakis	Lhussier

	—	 —	 1{	 2}
	Dble*	 4[	 Dble	 Pass
	5{	 All Pass

South led the }A, +620.

Closed Room
	West	 North	 East	 South
	Levy	 Pszczola	 Mauberquez	 Buras

	—	 —	 1{	 5}
	6{	 6[	 7{	 All Pass

South led the }A, -100 and 12 IMPs.

Board 37. Dealer North. None Vul.
			  [	 J 5 4
			  ]	 A K J 7
			  {	 9 4
			  }	 7 5 4 3
	[	 A 8 6 3			   [	 7
	]	 9 4			   ]	 Q 8 6 2
	{	 A K Q 3			   {	 10 7 5 2
	}	 Q 9 2			   }	 A K J 10
			  [	 K Q 10 9 2
			  ]	 10 5 3
			  {	 J 8 6
			  }	 8 6

Zimmerman v Bici
Open Room
	West	 North	 East	 South
	Cima	 Drijver	 Duboin	 Brink

	—	 1NT*	 Pass	 2[
	2NT	 Pass	 3}	 All Pass

1NT	 9-12

Declarer took 10 tricks, but +130 was poor 
compensation for the vulnerable game that was 
available.

Closed Room
	West	 North	 East	 South
	Klukowski	 Sementa	 Kalita	 Versace

	—	 Pass	 Pass	 1[
	1NT	 Dble	 Pass	 2{
	Pass	 2[	 Dble	 All Pass

West led the ]4 and having won with the king 
declarer ducked a diamond, West winning and 
switching to the [3. He won the next diamond and 
played two rounds of spades ensuring two down, -300 
and a 5 IMP gain.

On Board 39 NS held 
[ A K Q 7 3  ] 10 6 3  { J 9 2  } 8 2  opposite 
[ 5  ] A K Q J 9 7  { A K 4  } Q 7 6.
In Z v C both sides bid to 6] but the }AK were on 

lead. The other two stopped safely.

Board 40. Dealer West. N/S Vul.
			  [	 2
			  ]	 K 7 2
			  {	 J 7 6 4 3 2
			  }	 K 10 9
	[	 K J 7			   [	 Q 6 5 4
	]	 J 10			   ]	 A 9 8 5 3
	{	 10 9 5			   {	 K
	}	 Q J 7 6 4			   }	 5 3 2
			  [	 A 10 9 8 3
			  ]	 Q 6 4
			  {	 A Q 8
			  }	 A 8

Nikos v France Blue
Open Room
	West	 North	 East	 South
	Vroustis	 Bernard	 Delimpaltadakis	Lhussier

	Pass	 Pass	 Pass	 1NT
	Pass	 2NT	 Pass	 3NT
	All Pass

West led the }6 and having won with dummy’s }9 
declarer played a diamond, +660.

Closed Room
	West	 North	 East	 South
	Levy	 Pszczola	 Mauberquez	 Buras

	Pass	 Pass	 1]	 1[
	1NT	 All Pass
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North led the {4 and that meant four down, -200, 
but a 10 IMP gain.

Board 41. Dealer North. All Vul.
			  [	 J
			  ]	 A K J 10 2
			  {	 Q 9 3
			  }	 A Q 9 4
	[	 A K 10 7 2			   [	 Q 9 8 6 5 4 3
	]	 —			   ]	 8 7 3
	{	 10 6			   {	 K 7
	}	 K 10 8 6 3 2		  }	 5
			  [	 —
			  ]	 Q 9 6 5 4
			  {	 A J 8 5 4 2
			  }	 J 7

Zimmerman v Bici
Open Room
	West	 North	 East	 South
	Cima	 Drijver	 Duboin	 Brink

	—	 1]	 2[	 4[
	6[	 7]	 All Pass

East led the ]3 and declarer won, drew trumps, 
played a diamond to the jack and cashed the {A for 
+2210.

Closed Room
	West	 North	 East	 South
	Klukowski	 Sementa	 Kalita	 Versace

	—	 1]	 2[	 3[
	4[	 4NT	 5[	 6]
	6[	 Dble	 All Pass

When the opening lead was the {A that was only 
one down, -200 and a 19 IMP swing.

Nikos v France Blue
Open Room
	West	 North	 East	 South
	Vroustis	 Bernard	 Delimpaltadakis	Lhussier

	—	 1]	 2[	 3[*
	4[	 4NT	 5{	 6]
	6[	 Dble	 All Pass

South led the {A but apparently declarer managed 
only 10 tricks, -500.

Closed Room
	West	 North	 East	 South
	Levy	 Pszczola	 Mauberquez	 Buras

	Pass	 1]	 2[	 4{*
	Pass	 4NT	 Pass	 5}
	6[	 Dble	 All Pass

South led the ]3 so it was a flat board.
With 14 deals remaining Zimmermann led 115-88 

while Nikos was ahead 118-35.

http://db.eurobridge.org/repository/competitions/24womenonline/microsite/Information.htm









