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The Fantastic Four

In the round of 8, Nikos trailed Team Black 0-34 after 6 deals, but mounted a staggering comeback to take the first
session 63-47 and maintained control thereafter winning the remaining three as well to claim a spot in today’s semifinals.
Zimmermann was always in control against Bortoletti and Bici kept Gillis at arm’s length, winning all four sessions. The
closest match saw Chateau Latour and France Blue engage in a ding-dong struggle with the lead going backwards and
forwards before France Blue claimed the remaining spot.

In the BAM Quialification the top places went to Dutch Juniors, Young Oldies, Orca Galatasaray GK and Tianyu.

BBO matches: Semifinals
WTC - Semifinals

S. BRINK, B. DRIJVER, J. KALITA, L. LANTARON
FRANCE BLUE ] b (FISRIIDh G CIS L CIRIAEEI ZIMMERMANN ] (coach), M. KLUKOWSKI, M. NOWOSADZKI,
E. MAUBERQUEZ, H. FLEURY (captain) B MERMANN F PEDRA (o)
K. BURAS, N. DELIMPALTADAKIS, P. PATREUHA, E. BIANCHI, L. CIMA, G. DUBOIN,
NIKOS ] J. PSZCZOLA, V. VROUSTIS, K. WARD-PLATT BICI j A. SEMENTA, A. VERSACE

Les Etincelles BAM Trophy - Ranking after Round 16 (Qualification II)

1 YOUNG OLDIES 114.00 JINSHUO 103.00 27 MARINI SANREMO 90.00
DUTCH JUNIORS 114.00 CROATIA 103.00 FMO MICHALOWO 90.00
3 ORCA 112.00 16 TEAM FUNBRIDGE BLUE  101.00 29 BRIDGE24PL B 89.00
4 TIANYU 111.00 17 ALTSHULER 100.00 30 SWISS SENIORS 87.00
GALATASARAY SK 111.00 OGAMA 100.00 31 HELLAS U26 84.00
6 K3A 108.00 19 TEAM FUNBRIDGE PINK 99.00 32 VICUNA 82.00
7 GERMANY 107.00 20 BRIDGESCANNER 98.00 BV WALDSOLMS 82.00
8 MAVERICKS 106.00 21 FINLAND 96.00 APEX CLUB 82.00
FRANCE GREEN 106.00 BIANCHI 96.00 35 SWISS HOT SPRINGS 81.00
10 SYLVESTER 104.00 GOSIA 96.00 36 HKAB 80.00
IMP MACHINE 104.00 24 BRIDGEMAGIQUE 93.00 FTBC 80.00
12 HOVE 103.00 25 YOUNG CLOCLO 92.00 38 FLEUR DE LYS 69.00
SCORWAY 103.00 VINGEGAARD 92.00
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Editor’s Log

Star date 19/04/24

Distinguished player, writer, teacher and commentator Marc Smith posted on Bridgewinners that: Whilst the
EBL web site has a schedule for the event, I cannot find a link to a web site with the results and or Bulle-
tins. | was going to post the link here for him (it is easy to find on the EBL web site) but then it dawned on me
that he might not be able to read it.

A cautionary note for anyone planning to shop for food at the weekend. Spar will only be open today (and the
shelves are already looking empty). We suspect Carrefour will be open — and for the moment is well stocked.

It is generally considered to be a mark of excellence if you can hold your opponents to fewer than an IMP a
board. In the third session of the round of 8, Team Black restricted Nikos to just 12 IMPs. Incredibly, their op-
position did even better, refusing to give up a single IMP.
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A Close Run Thing

Mark Horton

Although the match between Zimmermann and the
Dutch Juniors was the focus of attention, the most
dramatic encounter in the round of 16 was between
Team Black and Team Funbridge Blue. At half time
Team Black led 70-58 but lost the next session 20-50
to trail 90-108.

Board 43. Dealer South. N/S Vul.

[ 5
J A987
{65
I} KQJ842
[ KJ10984 & [ Q762
1 K53 W"E 1 10
L KJ k {872
3 A5 2 3 109763
[ AS
J QJ642
{ AQ10943
3 —
Open Room
West North East South
Kolesnik Fredin Abragi Mcintosh
_ _ _ 14
1L 2% 3L 47
4 57 All Pass

West led the [ J and declarer recorded 11 tricks for
+650.

Closed Room

West North East South
Bertheau Lahrmann Hult Heiberg-E.
_ _ _ 1€

1L 2% 4L ANT*
Pass 6% Pass 6{

Dble All Pass

ANT Two suiter

West led the [[J and when declarer negotiated the
red suits successfully he could inscribe +1540 on his
scorecard, along with 13 IMPs.

When Team Funbridge Blue added another 13 IMPs
on the next board the score was 134-90. 16 IMPs
over the two deals that followed that brought Team
Black closer at 106-134 but then they dropped 9
IMPs, and trailed 106-143.

Board 49. Dealer North. N/S Vul.

[ A2
1 A107
L QJ3
FKQ763
[ KQJ543 & [ 987
] K65 W"E J J9832
{752 k L 10
38 S 3 AJ109
[ 106
1 Q4
{ AK9864
¥ 542
Open Room
West North East South
Kolesnik Fredin Abragi Mcintosh
— INT Pass 3NT
Dble Rdbl All Pass

North’s redouble raised the ante significantly. At the
vulnerability West might have considered retreating to
4 [ which would only cost -300.

East led the [7 and | imagine declarer won
immediately and rattled off the diamonds. That would
have forced West down to [ KQ54 ] K6 and he could
be thrown in with a spade, forced to lad into the heart
tenace at the end. That adds up to +1000.

Finn KOLESNIK
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Closed Room

West North East South
Bertheau Lahrmann Hult Heiberg-E.
— INT Pass 3NT

4 Pass Pass 5{

All Pass

West led the 38 and it is easy to see that after
scoring a ruff at trick two switching to the [K or a
diamond leaves declarer with only 10 tricks. -100
meant the loss of 15 IMPs.

Board 53. Dealer North. E/W Vul.

[ —
1 AQ74
{ AKQJ4
3 J965
[ 985 & L AKQ32
q J953 W"E ] K108
{5 l‘ {98763
3 AKQ108 2 3 —
[ J10764
J 62
{102
¥ 7432
Open Room
West North East South
Kolesnik Fredin Abragi Mclintosh
— 1{ 1L Pass
4C Dble All Pass

OLIVIA
SCHIRESON

South led the €10 —that much | know. If North wins
and continues with a second diamond declarer should
be held to nine tricks, but is it the obvious defence?

If North decides to switch to hearts, playing two
rounds of the suit, one way to make the contract
is to take the J K, ruff a diamond, cash three clubs
discarding a heart and two diamonds, ruff a club and
play a diamond. South has all his trumps, but they are
only good for one trick.

A losing option for declarer is to cash a top spade
after taking the J K.

Were South to lead the [J at trick one then declarer
would be hard pressed to take more than eight tricks.
If North discards a diamond honour South can win the
first diamond with the ten and continue with the [ 10.
Not an easy defence to find!

Declarer only took nine tricks, -200.

Closed Room

West North East South
Bertheau Lahrmann Hult Heiberg-E.
— 1{ 1L Pass
24{* Pass 43 Pass

4L ANT* Pass 5%

Dble Pass Pass 5{

Dble All Pass

2L Spade raise

4% Shortage

ANT Take-out

The modern approach might be for North to
double 2, indicating a good hand, not merely good
diamonds.

ANT was — well you can
choose your own adjective.

East led the [ A and
declarer managed  six
tricks, -1100 to lose 16
IMPs.

Team Funbridge Blue
still led, 143-138, but
on the three deals that
remained they lost, 3, 4
and 4, enough for Team
Black to advance to the
next round.

Andreas ABRAGI

Finn KOLESNIK
Christian LAHRMANN
Olivia SCHIRESON
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Avalanche of IMPs

Mark Horton

Anyone hoping for a straightforward session at the
start of the round of 8 was quicky disavowed:

Board 2. Dealer East. N/S Vul.
[ K97
1 A94
{ KQ1053
> Q5

VS

[ AJ106432
] J2

}J964

France Blue v Chateau Latour

Open Room

West North East South
Piedra Levy Lantaron Mauberquez
— — <] i Pass

Pass 3NT All Pass

East led the ] J for the queen, king and ace and
declarer played on diamonds, West winning the second
round and switching to the [LQ. When that held a club
switch was need for three down, but although East
had discarded the [[2 and [ 3, West played a heart
and now declarer had eight tricks, -100.

Closed Room

West North East South
Bernard Bedouet Lhuissier Vallet
— — 4L All Pass

South led the }K and having won with dummy’s
ace, declarer pitched a heart on the LA, ran the [Q,
ruffed a diamond and played two rounds of spades,
soon claiming 10 tricks, +420 and 8 IMPs.

Nikos v Team Black

Open Room

West North East South
Black Pszczola Gold Buras
— — 4 All Pass

South led the ] 6 and when declarer played dummy’s
13 North won with the ] A and switched to the {K,
declarer winning in dummy, running the [Q, ruffing
a diamond and playing two rounds of spades, claiming
10 tricks, +420.

Closed Room

West North East South
Ward-Platt Bertheau P Patreuha Hult
— — 4 Pass
ANT* Pass 5{* Pass
5L All Pass

That was one too many and -50 meant the loss of
10 IMPs.

Board 3. Dealer South. E/W Vul.

LQ
J K9743
{ 10932
¥ J102
[ 875 L A 109643
1 A108 "
{ K87 k ‘ { A Q6
¥ A864 ¥ Q97
[ KJ2
J J652
{J54
¥ K53
Nikos v Team Black
Open Room
West North East South
Black Pszczola Gold Buras
— — — Pass
Pass 2] 2L 31
47 Pass 4 All Pass

South led the {5 and declarer won with the {A
and played two rounds of spades, South winning and
exiting with a diamond. Declarer won with the {Q,
cashed dummy’s J A, ruffed a heart, went to dummy
with a diamond, ruffed a heart and exited with a spade.
South won and played the 7] J, but declarer ruffed and
ran the 37, North winning with the }J and returning
the 32. When declarer followed with the 39 he was
home, a majestic +620.
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Closed Room

West North East South
Ward-Platt Bertheau P Patreuha Hult
— — — Pass
Pass Pass 1L Pass
4 All Pass

South led the ]2 and declarer took dummy’s ace
and played two rounds of spades, South winning,
cashing the [ K and exiting with a heart. Declarer
ruffed, went to dummy with a diamond, ruffed a heart
and cashed the { A to reach this position:

[_

]_

£ 109

¥ J102
L — N L9
ts Y1,
3} A864 ks 3} Q97

[_

13

o

¥ K53

Declarer cashed the {Q, played a club to the ace
and a club and was one down, -100.

It is hard to see, but cashing the [ 9 is the winning
move.

Ill leave you to work out the various possibilities, but
declarer can always prevalil.

In the other match both sides went one down in
4] and as | half-expected, David Gold was the only
declarer to record 10 tricks.

Board 7. Dealer South. All Vul.

[ 832
1 AQ109
{ KJ
3 AKQO9
[ QJ6 N [ K754
Jq K732 W"E ] J6
{ A2 “ £ Q109763
3 10765 S 3
[ A109
] 854
{854
3} 8432
Nikos v Team Black
Open Room
West North East South
Black Pszczola Gold Buras
— — — Pass
Pass 2NT* Pass 3
Pass 3NT All Pass
2NT (19) 20-21
3L Only way to 3NT

East led the €10 and West took the ace and
continued the suit, declarer winning with the king,
cashing the }AK and then exiting with the ] Q. West
won and returned the ] 2, but declarer went up with
the ] A and could claim nine tricks, +600.

To be sure of defeating 3NT West must switch to
spades at trick two.

Closed Room

West North East South
Ward-Platt Bertheau P Patreuha Hult
— — — Pass
Pass 23 Pass 2{*
Pass 2NT All Pass

The early play was identical, but having cashed
two clubs declarer played a spade to the nine, West
winning and switching to the ] 2. When the ] Q held
declarer cashed the ] A and continued with the ] 10,
claiming nine tricks, +150, but losing 10 IMPs.

In my other match 2NT failed at both tables, declarer
taking a wrong view in hearts.

At this point Team Black led 34-12, while France
Blue was ahead 12-5.



E= 1% European Winter Transnational Championships

Board 9. Dealer North. E/W Vul.

L KQ72
1 Q9
{£J1065
> Q75
[ 985 3 rJ
] KJ75 W"E]A10862
L AK9 k ‘ £ Q874
3 132 S I K64
[ A10643
] 43
{32
3 A1098
Nikos v Team Black
Open Room
West North East South
Black Pszczola Gold Buras
— Pass Pass 1L
Pass 23 21 2L
31 3L All Pass
2F Drury

West led the LA and switched to the JJ, the
defenders taking two diamonds, two hearts and a club
for one down, -50.

Closed Room

West North East South
Ward-Platt Bertheau P Patreuha Hult

— Pass Pass 1L
Dble 21" 47 All Pass
2 | Spades

Patryk PATREUHA

South led the {3 and declarer won in dummy,
drew trumps and ducked a spade. He could eliminate
spades and diamonds and in the four-card ending that
arose he played the }4 from his hand and ducked
South’s }9 for +620 and 11 IMPs.

Lhussier made 4] in the other match, his elimination
leaving dummy with the lead at trick 10. A low club
ducked was enough to endplay South and it was worth
13 IMPs as the contract in the other room was 2[,
scoring +140.

Board 10. Dealer East. All Vul.

L Q9
1 32
{ K74
¥} K97432
[ 73 - [ KJ1042
7 Q95 W"E ] K108
{9832 k { QJ65
3 Q1065 s I
[ A865
1 AJ764
{ A10
3 A8
Nikos v Team Black
Open Room
West North East South
Black Pszczola Gold Buras
— — Pass 1]
Pass INT Pass 2L
Pass 2NT Pass 3NT
All Pass

East led the {5 and declarer won with dummy’s
ace, cashed the }A and continued with a club for the
ten and king. West took the next club, but declarer
had nine tricks, +600.

Closed Room

West North East South
Ward-Platt Bertheau P Patreuha Hult
— — 1L 21

All Pass

Declarer collected nine tricks but that meant the loss
of 10 IMPs.
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Board 11. Dealer South. None Vul.

[ K107653
] K
{ K2
¥ K432
L— @ [ AQJ4
J QJ632 W"E 1 A98
{ AQJ1087 k‘ {95
3 98 AN 2 NQI7
[ 982
] 10754
{643
¥ 1065
Nikos v Team Black
Open Room
West North East South
Black Pszczola Gold Buras
— — — Pass
17 1L 2NT* Pass
47]* Pass ANT* Pass
61 All Pass

North led the €2 and declarer won with the {10
and played the ] Q for the king and ace and a heart
for the ten and jack. A heart to the nine was followed
by a diamond and when declarer finessed he was one
down, -50.

As it happens, after the lead, a heart to the ace
would have worked quite well.

Krzysztof BURAS

Closed Room

West North East South
Ward-Platt Bertheau P Patreuha Hult
— — — Pass
Pass 1L INT Pass
24{* Pass 31 Pass
47 All Pass

South led the [ 2 for the king and ace and declarer
cashed the J A, finishing with 12 tricks, +480 and
11 IMPs.

Board 13 Dealer East. None Vul.

[ J9542
17
{ AK108
¥ K109
[ KQ6 : [ 107
1 AQ83 W"1:‘]\]10964
{£J9 ‘ ‘ {54
3} Q872 2 3 AJ63
[ A83
J K52
£ Q7632
¥ 54
Nikos v Team Black
Open Room
West North East South
Black Pszczola Gold Buras
— — INT Pass
3NT All Pass

South led the [ 9 and declarer won the second
round of the suit, played the {K and a diamond to
the queen, +660.

Closed Room

West North East South
Ward-Platt Bertheau P Patreuha Hult
— — INT Pass
3NT All Pass

The early play was identical, but when the {K held
declarer continued with a diamond to the ten and jack
and North exited with a spade to dummy’s ace. When
declarer continued with a diamond he was one down,
and lost 13 IMPs.

If declarer cashes four hearts after taking the [A
South will feel the pinch.
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Board 14 Dealer East. None Vul.
[ J9542
17
{ AK108
¥ K109

L KQ6 [ 107

1 AQ83 W'N‘E]J10964
£J9 {54

3 Q872 ks 3 AJ63

[ A83

] K52

{£ Q7632

3 54
Nikos v Team Black
Open Room
West North East South
Black Pszczola Gold Buras
— — Pass Pass
1% 1L Dble* 2]
31 3L 47 All Pass
2y | Spades

IBBF

INTERNATIONAL BUDAPEST BRIDGE FESTIVAL

16-20 May, 2024

Prize pool: € 11.500
Registration: www.ibbf.hu

HM SPORTERT FELELOS {‘l, Newze
ALLAMTITKARSAG = SPORTUGYNOKSEG ZRT.

North led the £ A and switched to the [ 4, South
taking the LA and returning the {2. North could win
and in due course a club trick meant one down, -50.

Closed Room
West North East South
Ward-Platt Bertheau P Patreuha Hult
— — Pass Pass
1% 1L Dble* 27
31 3L 47 Pass
Pass Dble All Pass
27 Spades

The first two tricks were identical, but when South
continued with the [ 8 declarer could dispose of a
losing diamond, ruff a diamond and run the ] J for
+590 and 12 IMPs.

The score in this match was 63-47 in favour of
Nikos, while Chateau Latour led 35-25.

OPEN TEAMS
IMP PAIRS

OPEN PAIRS
CONSOLATION MINI PAIRS

Pldyed with Bridge

RS S T

o

SPORTOLO
NEMZET
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Zimmermann vs. Dutch Juniors

Ron Tacchi

The last session of the Round of 16 between teams
Zimmermann and Dutch Juniors promises to be a
close run thing. Currently the Dutch Juniors have the
slenderest of leads, viz. 1 IMP. A tense session for both
teams. The Juniors with the prospect of knocking out
one of the competition’s favourites and for the other
the possibility of suffering a defeat by a youthful team.

Board 15. Dealer South. N/S Vul.

[ 5
Jq A987
{ 65
JF KQJl842
[ KJ10984 [ Q762
1 K53 V' 1 0
£ KJ Wk 4 1872
3 A5 S 3 109763
[ A3
] QJ642
{ AQ10943
3 —
Open Room
West North East South
Goor Kalita Friesen Klukowski
_ _ _ 14
1L Dble* 3L 4+
Pass 6} Pass 61
Dble All Pass

North’s jump to Six Clubs after his partner’s cue
bid was bold but reasoned as surely it was based on
heart support. South duly converted to Six Hearts
and after West’s Double all eyes were on him as to
his lead. After mature reflection he chose the ace of
clubs and now declarer was easily home when the
hearts behaved kindly. In theory the contract is always
makeable but declarer has to manage the diamonds
correctly rather than taking two finesses. in the suit.
If West withholds his king of hearts declarer cannot
ruff a spade and a diamond in dummy so after two
rounds of trumps he could cash the ace of diamonds
with the plan of drawing the last trump and leading
another diamond from dummy. This wins whenever
East has a doubleton honour or trebleton honour and
South guesses correctly. It also succeeds whenever
someone has king jack doubleton as is the case here.

11

Round of 16 Final Session

Psychologically a killer blow to the Dutch Juniors as
it was not immediately apparent that the slam could
have made without the club lead.

Closed Room

West North East South
Brink Dupont Drijver Caris
_ _ _ 1L
1L 21 3L 47
4 51 All Pass

South was more modest in the valuation of his hand
and so the slam was not bid. On the lead of a spade a
successful heart finesse followed and declarer played
the diamonds as mentioned above and so made an
overtrick. 14 IMPs to Zimmermann to put them in
the lead.

Board 16. Dealer West. E/W Vul.

[ 1076
1 86543
L J765
¥ 4
[ 8 N [ J43
7 A10 W"E q K972
£ Q932 k { Al04
I KQ10765 "WAE 1 A 59
[ AKQ952
1 QJ
{ K8
3} 832
Open Room
West North East South
Goor Kalita Friesen Klukowski
13 Pass 17 1L
2% Pass 2L 3L
Pass Pass 5% All Pass

After West had opened the bidding East was not
going to stay out of game and when it became apparent
that 3NT was not an option clubs were chosen for
the final contract. Declarer ruffed the second round
of spades, entered dummy with the ace of trumps and
immediately played a diamond on which South went
up with the king. A switch to the jack of hearts was
taken with the ace and followed by two more rounds
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of trumps finishing in dummy. When the queen of
hearts fell under the king declarer was home.

Closed Room

West North East South
Brink Dupont Drijver Caris
1% Pass 17 1L

2% Pass 2[* 3L
Pass 4L Dble All Pass

North’s brave bid of Four Spades put East under
pressure and he decided to take a positive score by
doubling. After a club lead declarer managed to ruff a
club in dummy and lead towards the king of diamonds
and so made eight tricks, only two off non-vulnerable
— a very good sacrifice against the vulnerable game. 7
IMPs to the Dutch Juniors.

Board 17. Dealer North, Non Vul.

[ K53
1 AQ1062
L A75
¥ J10
[ Q64 [ AJ107
] KJ5 " ] 9 843
£ 110986 ls
¥ 87 } K Q65
[ 982
17
{ KQ43
¥ A9432
Open Room
West North East South
Goor Kalita Friesen Klukowski
— INT Pass 31
Pass 3NT All Pass

My finessing friend tells me that the contract always
makes on a spade lead, but he cheats and looks at all
four hands. Of course East led the jack of spades won
in hand with the king and now rather than returning a
spade he went after the clubs. West’s }7 and }8 gave
East’s }5 and }6 immense value and preventing the
suit from being easily established. Winning the second
round of clubs East played a spade to West’s queen
and a heart was returned and when declarer rose with
the ace there was no turning back and the contract
eventually finished two light. Why does returning a
spade at trick two allow the contract to be made?
Basically it means that if declarer reads the heart
position correctly (i.e., inserts the ] 10 on the first
round of the suit) then West is subject to a red-suit
squeeze in the ending.

12

Closed Room

West North East South
Brink Dupont Drijver Caris
— 17 Pass INT
All Pass

North did not value his hand as a strong no-trump
and so opened with 1] and had no reason to go
on after his partner’s INT response. Declarer made
seven tricks and scored 5 IMPs, meaning that now the
Dutch Juniors were only 1 IMP adrift.

Board 18. Dealer East. N/S Vul.

[ KJ5
] 102
L KQ92
¥ Q1098
[ Q8763
] Q J93 " 1 A76
{ AJ65 k‘ { 104
F K7542 T A63
[ A10942
] K854
{873
3 J
Open Room
West North East South
Goor Kalita Friesen Klukowski
— — INT* Pass
2NT* Pass 3 Pass
3NT All Pass

| have a convention card for Goor and Friesen from
an earlier event which states that they play a strong
no-trump (it also states that a 6332 distribution is
permissible) but evidently they have changed since
then. It resulted in a low point count 3NT being
attempted. The contract was hopeless and drifted two
off.

Closed Room

West North East South
Brink Dupont Drijver Caris
— — INT* Pass
2} Pass 2L Pass
3% All Pass

INT 9-12.

Another mini no-trump but here when West failed
to find a four-card heart suit opposite he was content
to play in his better minor. With little to guide him
North led the king of diamonds and now declarer
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just lost two clubs, a diamond and a heart. 5 IMPs to
Zimmermann — now 6 IMPs in the lead.

Board 25. Dealer North. E/W Vul.

[ —
J AQ74
{ AKQJ4
3} J965
[ 985 8 [ AKQ32
11953 W"E 1 K108
{5 ks ‘ {98763
¥ AKQ108 ¥ —
[J10764
] 62
£ 102
3} 7432
Open Room
West North East South
Goor Kalita Friesen Klukowski
— 1{ 1L Pass
24 21 4 Pass
Pass Dble All Pass

After six more boards with very little interest in them
Zimmermann had increased their lead to 12 IMPs in
dribs and drabs. North expressed an opinion on the
final contract, no doubt hoping for some trump help
from South. On the lead of the ]2 (small from a
doubleton) North rose with the ace and returned the
suit, declarer winning in hand with the ] 10. A small

diamond was taken by North and a heart ruffed by
South, with a trump trick still to come the contract
was one off. There was one lead to beat the contract
by two tricks and that was a top spade from South,
but North has to be careful not to discard his small
diamond, it is a vital entry for South to lead another
top trump.

Closed Room

West North East South
Brink Dupont Drijver Caris

— 1{ 1L Pass
2L Dble 4 All Pass

No double was forthcoming here and South led the
{10. North overtook and made the fatal switch to
a heart. Declarer needed no second chance, he rose
with the king and ruffed a diamond in dummy and
cashed two rounds of clubs discarding his hearts,
on a third round a diamond was pitched and then a
heart ruffed. Now a diamond from hand forced South
to ruff high but declarer could not be stopped from
taking four of the last five tricks. A hammer blow to
the Dutch Juniors as Zimmermann gained 14 IMPs
and put the match to bed. There was no way back
and Zimmermann moved on to the quarter-finals, no
doubt wiping a speck of sweat from their collective
brows. An excellent attempt by the Dutch Juniors,
they will be back in the future and will no doubt
progress further.

56" European National Teams Championship
Herning, Denmark - June 24 - July 4, 2024

BRIDGE

4 e - 4 ety 928
Hrring - Daremarh

13
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Nothing to write Home about

Mark Horton

Compared to the first session of the day, the one
that followed was about as quiet as a mouse. It started
promisingly enough at one table when on Board 15
West found himself on lead against 3NT with [ Q9763
J Q105 { K64 343 after this auction:

West North East South
— — — Pass
Pass 1{ 17 N
21 3} 31 3NT
All Pass

1[ A 1NT bid

3% Invitational

Of course, West led a heart but that gave declarer
11 tricks. Dummy had [[K2 and partner [AJ4. 11
IMPs for Gillis when the contract in the other room
was 3{+1.

Board 17. Dealer North. None Vul.

[ Q1096
1 A5
{6
¥ Q106543
[ — 3 [ AJ82
J KQ63 " 1 9874
W E
£ Q109874 k‘ { KJ53
3872 S s
[ K7543
] J102
{ A2
¥ AKO9
Zimmermann v Bortoletti
Open Room
West North East South
Kowalski Kalita Tuszynski Klukowski
— Pass Pass INT
Pass 3{ Pass 3L
Pass 4 All Pass

West led the {10 and having won with the ace
declarer played a spade to the queen as West pitched
the { 7. East won and switched to the ] 8 for the jack,
queen and ace and declarer ran the [ 10, ducked a
heart, ruffed the heart return in dummy, played a
club to the ace, ruffed a diamond and claimed 10

14

tricks, +420.

Closed Room

West North East South
Zimmermann Gandoglia Nowosadski Porta
— Pass Pass INT
3{ Dble 54 Dble
All Pass

North led the ] A and switched to the [ 10, declarer
ruffing and playing the {10. South took that and
cashed the }K, one down, -100 but an 8 IMP gain.

Board 24. Dealer West. None Vul.

[ KQ10
1 KQ4
{£J932
¥ K85
[ 986542 N [ J73
J A1092 W"E ] 63
{7 ks { AQ108
¥ J3 ¥ A1096
[ A
] 13875
{ K654
F Q742
Bici v Gillis
Open Room
West North East South
Saelensminde Bianchi Gillis Cima
24> 2NT Pass 3}
Pass 3] Pass 3NT*
Pass 4L Pass ANT
All Pass
3¥ Asking
31 Not 4/5 1/
3NT 5[+4]

Even at this exalted level a partnership might have
a bidding issue.

East led the 310 and declarer won with the 3K and
played the J K, West winning and returning a club,
ducked to dummy’s queen. A diamond to the nine saw
East win with the {10, cash two clubs and the {A
and exit with a diamond. The play record looks flawed
from here, but declarer finished two down, -100.
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Closed Room

West North East South
Versace Bakke Sementa Brogeland
Pass 13 Pass 1{

1C Dble 27+ ONT

3L All Pass

Three spades had to go one down, -50 and a 4 IMP
swing.

Board 26. Dealer East. E/W Vul.

[ J942
q A762
{ 1032
JF A2
[ K83 N [ 76
1 — w' ] K1053
£ AKJ876 ‘S‘ £ 0954
¥ J1097 ¥ KQ5
[ AQ105
] QJos84
{ —
3 8643
Zimmermann v Bortoletti
Open Room
West North East South
Kowalski Kalita Tuszynski Klukowski
— — Pass Pass
1{ Pass 1] Pass
24 Pass 3{ Dble
Pass 3L Pass Pass
44 All Pass

North led the {3, but there were always 11 tricks
with the [ A onside, +150.

Closed Room

West North East South
Zimmermann  Gandoglia Nowosadski Porta
— — Pass Pass
3{ Pass Pass Dble
Pass 4L+ Pass 17
Dble All Pass

West led the { A and declarer ruffed and ran the ]
Q to East’s king as West pitched the { 8. Declarer
won the heart return with the ] 8, ducked a club, won
the heart exit with dummy’s ace, cashed the }A and
played a spade to the ten and king and was two down
when West continued with the { K, -500 and 8 IMPs.

In the other match both sides stopped in 3{.

15

Board 27. Dealer South. None Vul.

[ J642
J1 AQ1l04
{ —
F3 97642
[ AKQ9 & [ 1085
1] )86 W"E ] K953
£ Q752 k ‘ { Al04
3 A oM K103
[ 73
1 72
{ KJ9863
> Q85
Zimmermann v Bortoletti
Open Room
West North East South
Kowalski Kalita Tuszynski Klukowski
— — — Pass
INT Pass 23 24
2L Pass 3} Pass
3NT All Pass

North led the }7 and having won with the }J
declarer cashed the [ K and then ran the ] 8, taking
11 tricks, +460.

Closed Room

West North East South
Zimmermann Gandoglia Nowosadski Porta

— — — Pass
INT Pass 3NT All Pass

The same club lead went for the three, queen and
ace and declarer played a heart to the king and a heart,
North winning with the ] 10 and returning the }2 to
declarer’s jack. The ] J saw North win, cash the | A
and exit with a club to dummy’s king. Declarer played
the [ 10, overtaking with the [K, cashed the [A
and then played a diamond. Unfortunately it was the
{7 rather than the €Q and when North discarded
there were only eight tricks, -50 and an 11 IMP loss.

I am fairly sure that the odds play in the hearts suit
is to start with the ] J, giving you a 61.08% chance
of 2 tricks. | discovered by chance that is how Michel
Abbécassis tacked the suit.

At the end of the session Zimmermann led 76-36,
and Bici was ahead 68-49.
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Slim Pickings

Mark Horton

The third session of the day was similar to the
second, with only a small number of IMPs changing
hands. In the match between Nikos and Team Black
the latter held their opponents to just 12 IMPs in the
session — but they failed to register any of their own.

Board 31. Dealer South. E/W Vul.

[ 2
] KJ9s8
{ 753
¥ 108753
[ A95 'N [ Q864
] A103 W L 16
£ 109842 ks { AKQJ
¥ K9 F AQ62
[ KJ1073
1 Q7542
{6
¥ J4
France Blue v Chateau Latour
Open Room
West North East South
Piedra Bernard Lantaron Lhussier
_ _ _ 27"
Pass 31 Dble Pass
3NT All Pass
27 Both majors

The combination of South’s opening bid (I am
speculating that it shows both majors as outlined in
The Mysterious Multi) and North’s raise could not be

overcome. Declarer took 10 tricks, +630.

Closed Room

West
Levy

1L
Pass
2NT
4L
51

2{
4]
4L
ANT
51

North East
Bompis Mauberquez
Pass 24+

Pass Dble*

Pass 47

Pass ANT

Pass 6L

Inverted raise
Splinter
Control
RKCB

2 keycards

South

Abecassis
Pass
2
Pass
Pass
Pass

All Pass

North led the [[2 and declarer took the ace,
cashed the JA, ruffed a heart, cashed two top
diamonds, played a club to the king, ruffed a heart,
cashed two clubs discarding a spade and claimed,
+1370 and 12 IMPs.

In the other BBO match both sides bid and made
6{ but it was missed at every other table.

On Board 35 South held

[109 143 { Q107 }AK10932

and Brogeland opened 3} which went round to
Sementa who doubled with

[K874 ]K72 L AK65 }84,

West passing with his

[QJ5 JQJ65 {43 3}QJ75

which proved to be worth -500 and 9 IMPs when
compared with 2 [ making +110.

Board 36. Dealer West. None Vul.

[ QJ852
1 1065
{£J108
¥ K5
[ A43 N [ 10
1 AJ7 W"E ] K82
{ AQ72 k { K643
3 AB3 A 3 Qi1097
[ K976
J Q943
L 95
¥ 642
Bici v Gillis
Open Room
West North East South
Rasmussen Duboin Austberg Cima
1{ Pass INT Pass
3NT All Pass

South led the [[6 and declarer won with dummy’s
ace, came to hand with the LK and ran the }Q, one
down, -50.

Closed Room

West North East South
Versace Bakke Sementa Brogeland
24{* Pass 3 Pass
4{* Pass 47 Pass
4 Pass ANT* Pass
50* Pass 6{ All Pass

2L 18-19 balanced
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| have a feeling that 3 might have indicated the
minors. Whatever, it was a fine effort to reach the
minor suit slam.

North led the [ Q and declarer won, drew trumps,
went to dummy with the K, ran the }Q, played
a club to the ace and claimed the rest, +940 and
14 IMPs.

In the other match both sides stopped in 3NT, but
Piedra made it on a spade lead, winning the second
round and cashing four diamonds. When North
pitched a spade the defenders were a trick short.

Levy tried the same tactic, but North discarded a
heart and declarer went for the combination play
of cashing the top hearts and then taking the club
finesse, an unlucky 10 IMP loss.

Board 37. Dealer North. E/W Vul.

L AQ7
1 J7
{972
¥F A10762
[ KJ1092 & [ 53
1 K6 W"E 1 AQS
{£J854 k‘{KQlos
3 84 AN 3 K053
[ 864
] 1098432
{ A6
3 J9
Bici v Gillis
Open Room
West North East South
Rasmussen Duboin Austberg Cima
— INT* Dble 2y |
3L Pass 3NT All Pass

South led the ] 10 and declarer won with the ] Q
and played a spade for the jack and queen. He won
the heart return in dummy, knocked out the [ A and
played on diamonds for nine tricks, +600.

It takes an unlikely club lead to defeat 3NT.

Closed Room

West North East South
Versace Bakke Sementa Brogeland
— 13 INT 2y |

3{* Pass 3NT All Pass

South led the }J and declarer won with the }K and
played the {K, South winning and continuing with
the 39, North overtaking it with the }A and playing
the 310. Declarer won and cashed his winners for
one down, -100 and a 12 IMP loss.

France Blue v Chateau Latour

Open Room

West North East South
Piedra Bernard Lantaron Lhussier
— INT* Dble 2 |

2L Pass 2NT Pass
3NT All Pass

South led the ] 10 and declarer won and played a
spade to the jack which held. A diamond to the king
lost to the ace and having taken the heart return with
dummy’s king declarer played a club to the king and a
second spade. Although that lost to the [ Q declarer
could not be denied nine tricks, +600.

Closed Room

West North East South
Levy Bompis Mauberquez Abecassis
— 13 INT 24{*
2] Pass 2L Pass
4L All Pass

2{ Transfer

21 Transfer

South led the }J and declarer won with the }K and
played three rounds of hearts discarding a club, but
North ruffed and switched to a diamond, two rounds
of the suit setting up a ruff for South, two down, -200
and a 13 IMP loss.

Bici edged the session 26-22 to lead Gillis 94-71
and Chateau Latour outscored France Blue 25-17 to
move ahead, 73.4-67.

Boye BROGELAND and Alfredo VERSACE












