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Base Camp Established

At the end of yesterday’s Grand Départ, the Maillot Rankmg after Round 4

Jaune is in the hands of Bici. The Poursuivants are 1 BICI 63.03 25 TEAM FUNBRIDGE BLUE  39.65
led by Tianyu, Jinshuo, France Blue, Nikos and 2  TIANYU 59.46 26 TEAM FUNBRIDGE PINK 39.18
. . - 3 JINSHUO 59.02 27 OGAMA 39.12
Bortol.ei':tl, while the Peleton (the team_s occupying P P g e g
the positions from seventeenth onwards) is topped by 5 NIKOS 56.36 29 FINLAND 38.55
Swiss Hot Springs. 6 BORTOLETTI 54.82 30 SWISS SENIORS 37.21
. . 7  GILLIS 52.32 31 APEX CLUB 36.57
The Flamme Rouge is currently in the hands of D A SRS — e o
FTBC. 9 CHATEAU LATOUR 48.39 33 GALATASARAY SK 33.85
10 YOUNG CLOCLO 47.81 34 CROATIA 32.54
11 TEAM BLACK 46.23 35 SYLVESTER 30.54
12 FMO MICHALOWO 46.12 36 HELLAS U26 30.20
13 K3A 45.90 37 BIANCHI 29.39
14 ZIMMERMANN 45.43 38 BRIDGESCANNER 29.27
; 15 FRANCE GREEN 45.26 39 VINGEGAARD 28.85
BBO matches tOday- 16 GERMANY 44.88 40 BV WALDSOLMS 28.28
17 SWISS HOT SPRINGS 44.80 41 YOUNG OLDIES 27.03
BBO 1 BICI - TIANYU 18 MAVERICKS 4423 42 IMP MACHINE 26.73
19 DUTCH JUNIORS 43.13 43 FLEUR DE LYS 26.55
BBO 2 JINSHUO - FRANCE BLUE 20 ORCA 43.11 44 BRIDGE24PL B 24.01
21 CLAIRIS 42.32 45 HOVE 22.89
For now, we will be broadcasting 22 ALTSHULER 42.00 46 VICUNA 20.62
23 GOSIA 41.68 47 FTBC 17.59

Table 1 and Table 2 each round 24 BRIDGEMAGIQUE e
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Attention All Players!
Stay Alert!

Please adhere to the EBL regulations relating to alerting when using tablets for bidding:

3. Alerts and Explanations

3.1 A player who makes an alertable call as defined in the EBL Alert Procedures must alert the
screenmate and partner must alert on the other side of the screen when the bidding is visible. The
alert must be made either by pressing the ‘alert’ key before the bid is made or by

clicking on the bid itself. The fact of the alert and the time it is made is recorded and availa-
ble to the TDs. At any time during the auction a player may write to the screenmate requesting a full
explanation of an opponent’s call. The screenmate will reply in writing.

Note pads will be provided for this. 3.2 At all times from the commencement of the auction to

the completion of play each player receives information only from the screenmate about the
meanings of calls and explanations given. Questions during the play period should be in writ-
ing with the aperture closed. The screen israised after the response has been given. Therefore, the tour-
nament director cannot make enquiries on a player’s behalf on the other side of the screen dur-
ing the auction or play.

Mobile Phones
Your mobile phone must be placed in the place provided on the screen before play starts.
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Editor’s Log

Star date 16/04/2024

Before a major event there is always a sense of anticipation. For Gilad Altshuler and his team, it has
been delayed until today, as force majeure meant they are only able to start playing this morning.

Just so you can be sure we really are in the Alps, hereT is the view from our office. No sign of any
Carthaginians or elephants so far.

Ron Tacchi is reporting at what approximates to sea-level from the comfort of his farmhouse in
Nogent-le-Rotrou — when | asked him for his choice of match in the opening round, he took a good
look at the systems being employed by the teams before deciding.

Reading the latest edition of New in Chess during my flight to Geneva | noticed this observation from
the English Grandmaster Danny Gormally: ‘Chess tournaments always work out the same way for
me. I can’t wait for them to start, and when they do, I can’t wait for them to end.” Change Chess
to Bridge and | wonder how many would feel the same way?
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Divide and Rule

Mark Horton

It is sometimes the case that you can organize the
play in such a way that only one of the defenders is
involved. Look at this deal from the opening round:

Board 6 Dealer East. E/W Vul.

[ 742
1 754
{74
3} KQJ107
[ 108 3 [ K95
S o B3
L AJ10 k £ Q86532
I A964 2 3 832
[ AQJ63
7 Q10862
£ K9
3 5
Open Room
West North East South
Gruenke Bianchi Kasimir Cima
— — Pass 1L
Dble 2L 2NT* 3L
Dble Pass 44 All Pass

2NT Lebensohl

South led the }5 and when declarer played dummy’s
34 North won with the 310 and returned the }Q,
South ruffing an exiting with the {K, +130.

Closed Room

West North East South

Versace Fritsche Semenata Reps

— — Pass 1L

Dble INT* 24 2 |

33 Dble 3NT All Pass
INT Clubs

33 Game interest

South led the }5 and declarer won with dummy’s
ace and played the {J, South winning with the {K
and switching to the ] Q. Declarer won with dummy’s
ace, cashed the LA and the ] K and ran the [ 10.
South could win, but had to give declarer a ninth trick
in one of the majors, +600 and 10 IMPs.

Ducking the first club will also work, North winning
and switching to a spade. South can win and switch
to the ] Q but after winning in dummy declarer plays
the { J, wins the diamond exit in dummy and cashes
his diamonds. In the four-card ending South, down to
[AQ ] 108 is forced to pitch the [ Q when the }A
is cashed and is then thrown in to lead into the | K9.

3NT was reached on eight occasions, everyone
taking at least nine tricks.

No one attempted 5§, although it can be made. If
South leads the 35 declarer wins in dummy, cashes
two hearts pitching a club, ruffs a heart, draws trumps
via the finesse and exits with a heart pitching another
club. South wins and exits with a heart, but declarer
discards a spade from dummy, ruffs in hand and plays
a spade. South has to win but is then endplayed.
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Little Swings are Sweet

Mark Horton

All bridge deals are interesting, but some are more
interesting than others. Keep that in mind when you
read this somewhat attenuated report of the second
round encounter between Jinshou and Galatasary SK.

On Board 14 EW held

[ K52 JA10 £ AQ9 }KJ964 opposite

76 1K64 {753 3}Q7532.

A Precision 1 3}-1{-1INT allowed Jinshuo to stop
at a safe level, worth 5 IMPs when Galatasary SK bid
2L*2[-2NT-33*-3NT in the replay.

That was followed by EW looking at

[ K10982 ]} KJ10 {7 3J1095 alongside

[J73 JA52 {QJ FAQ764.

The [Q and the }K were onside but the contracts
of 3 and 4 [ meant another 6 IMPs for Jinshuo.

Board 17. Dealer North. None Vul.
[ AJ97
18753
{ KQ753
¥ —
[ —
J KQJ2
{9642
¥ AKQS87

[ Q432
1 A106

W'N‘E 108
ks §9642

[ K10865
194

£ Al

3 J1053

Irem Ozbay

Zheng Jun Shi .
% »A

Open Room

West North East South
Ozbay Ju Yavas Shi

— 1{ Pass 1
Dble 2L Pass Pass
Dble 3{ Pass 3L
All Pass

West led the }A and declare ruffed, unblocked the
diamonds and played a spade to the ace, finishing
with 10 tricks, +170.

Closed Room

West North East South
Shen Acar Dong Erkan
— 1{ Pass 1
Dble 4L Pass Pass
Dble All Pass

West led the }K and declarer ruffed in dummy,
unblocked the L AJ, and played a spade to the ace,
disclosing the 4-0 break. Leaving the trump suit alone
declarer continued with the { K, ruffed and overruffed,
ruffed a club, played the €Q ruffed and overruffed,
ruffed a club and had the [ K10 to come for +590
and 9 IMPs.

If declarer ruffs a club at trick four then an overtrick
is possible.

4 doubled appeared 12 times, Leonardo Cima
being the only one to collect the extra trick.

r

Chuancheng Ju

A i
i &
Dilek Yavas b

— )
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Board 19. Dealer South. E/W Vul.

[ 4
1 A74
{ KJ10642
¥ 932
[ Q876 N [ AJ
] 10652 W"E 1 )8
{8753 ks L AQ9
¥ 7 ¥ AQJ1064
[ K109532
J KQo93
{ —
¥ K85
Open Room
West North East South
Ozbay Ju Yavas Shi
_ _ _ 1[
Pass INT 2F 21
Pass Pass Dble Pass
2NT Pass 3NT Pass
Pass Dble All Pass

7 ‘ Berrak Erkan

North led the {J and declarer won with dummy’s
gueen and played the ] 8. When South followed with
the ]2 (would you have found the play of covering
with the ] 9?) North won with the ] A and switched
to the [ 4, declarer taking dummy’s ace and playing
two rounds of clubs. South won with the king and
cashed three winners for one down, -200.

Closed Room

West North East South
Shen Acar Dong Erkan
— — — 10
Pass INT* Dble 21
Pass Pass 3% Pass
Pass 3{ All Pass

East led the }A and continued with the 3}Q, West
ruffing dummy’s }K and returning the [ 3. East won,
cashed the }J and continued clubs, declarer ruffing
with the {2 and playing the { K. In due course West
ruffed a club with the {8 promoting another trump
trick for three down, -150 and an 8 IMP loss.

In this match of small swings (none in double-digits)
Jinshuo won 29-10, 15.37-4.63.
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Zimmermann vs. Vicuna

Ron Tacchi

The first match on the first day of the first European
Winter Transnational Championships features teams
Zimmermann and Vicuna. Pierre Zimmermann and the
hotel group Les Etincelles are generously sponsoring
this event. Team Vicuna is an Iberian-Italian combo
with three players from Spain, two from Italy and one
from Portugal.

Board 2. Dealer East. N/S Vul.

[ AQJ974
1 Q98
{LJ8
3} 82
L8 3 [ K52
] K652 W"E]A1043
{ KQ653 k {1042
3 QJ7 e K
[ 1063
737
L A97
1 K10964
Open Room
West North East South
Manno Drijver Mediero Brink
— — Pass Pass
1€ 1L Dble 2L
371 Pass 47 All Pass

Michal Nowosadzki f

~ ¥
LY

The opening lead was the }8 taken by South’s king
and a club returned, declarer winning in hand. The
king and ace of trumps were cashed before a diamond
was played towards the queen which held the trick.
When declarer tried a small spade towards the king
North immediately rose with the ace and now declarer
still had a trump and the ace of diamonds to lose and
so was one off.

Closed Room

West North East South
Zimmermann Di Franco Nowosadzki De Vicuna
— — 13 Pass
1L+ 1L 21 2L
47 All Pass

1{ Hearts

In this room East was declarer and South started with
a spade, North taking the ace and switching to a club.
Declarer allowed this to run to South’s king and now
South erroneously decided to try and reduce declarer’s
ability to take ruffs in dummy and fatally switched to a
trump, thereby removing declarer’s losing trump trick.
With the ace of diamonds onside declarer now had his
necessary ten tricks and so gained 10 IMPs.

Maria Sainz de Vicuna

-
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Board 3. Dealer South. E/W Vul.

[ K73
1 AQ10
L 97
3} 106432
[ J8654 - [ AQ1092
] J9642 W"E 1 3
{6 k { AKQJ3
3 A5 AN 97
[ —
] K875
{ 108542
JF KQJs
Open Room
West North East South
Manno Drijver Mediero Brink
— — — Pass
Pass INT* 2L Dble
4 All Pass
INT In this position 9-14

Two Spades was alerted but | do not have any
definitive explanation, | can only suggest that it also
showed a minor. West did well to raise to game, but
East could not find a reason to progress further and
who can blame her after North has made an, albeit
probably weakish, opening bid. With the king of

Massimiliano Di Franco

trumps handily placed declarer was not hard pushed
to record twelve tricks.

Closed Room

West North East South
Zimmermann Di Franco Nowosadzki De Vicuna
— — — Pass
Pass Pass 1 Pass
3NT* Pass 43 Dble
Rdbl Pass ANT Pass

5{ Pass 6l All Pass

Again the convention card of Zimmermann/
Nowosadzki does not illuminate the meaning of 3NT
though it obviously is based upon a good fit in partner’s
suit. South’s double of what appears to be an asking
bid gave West the chance to show a first-round control
by redoubling. Now East with a mere four-loser hand
was not going to be deterred from driving to slam.
Twelve tricks were there for the taking if the king of
spades was onside or the lead was not a club. The
former came to pass and so the slam rolled home. 13
IMPs for Zimmermann.

Board 6. Dealer East. E/W Vul.

[ 742
1754
{74
3 KQJ107
[ 108 [ K95
L% P!
{ AJ10 k { Q86532
3} A964 > 3} 832
[ AQJ63
7 Q10862
{ K9
¥ 5
Open Room
West North East South
Manno Drijver Mediero Brink
— — Pass 1L
Dble 2L Pass Pass
Dble Pass 3{ All Pass

The only potentially makeable games for E/W are
3NT or 54§, both from the East hand, (it is a mildly
interesting double dummy problem if South leads the
queen of hearts against 3NT) no other games are
possible. When East bid a mere Three Diamonds West
was not going to press on. Though theoretically there
are eleven tricks declarer contented herself with ten.
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Closed Room

West North East South
Zimmermann Di Franco Nowosadzki De Vicuna
— — Pass 1L

Dble 2L 3{ 4L

Dble All Pass

With a five-loser hand South decided to go for gold
and bid Four Spades. This was not the hand on which
so to do. The cards did not lie favourably for declarer
and the defence took the first seven tricks with the ace
and king of hearts, two heart ruffs, two diamonds and
the ace of clubs, -800 against an unlikely game. 12
more IMPs to Zimmermann. At half time they led by
46 points to zero.

Board 7. Dealer South. All \ul.
[ —
1 AK10432
{ K52

3} AQJ2

[ KQ109873 [ AJ

16 W'N‘E] 975

{4 { AQ109

3975 ks‘} K108 6
[ 6542

1 Q8
£18763

¥ 43

Marina Mediero

Open Room

West North East South
Manno Drijver Mediero Brink
— — — Pass
3L 47 4 Pass
Pass Dble All Pass

North’s Double of Four Spades would not perhaps
be everybody’s choice and today it proved costly.
North cashed two top hearts and continued with a
third round, ruffed in hand. A small trump to the ace
revealed the 4-O split. Declarer continued trumps,
overtaking the jack and playing another two rounds
to exhaust South. A finesse against the {K was
successful, and declarer continued with ace and
another diamond, ruffed in hand to lead up towards
the }K. With the ace of clubs onside the doubled
contract rolled home.

Closed Room

West North East South
Zimmermann Di Franco Nowosadzki De Vicuna
— — — Pass

3L Dble Rdbl 44

Pass 47 All Pass

At this table North chose a different route and
started the ball rolling with a Double and East chose
a Redouble to no doubt show strength but seemed
to have backed himself into a corner and was then
unsure as to what to do after North bid Four Hearts.
Having passed East saved 4 IMPs by leading a trump,
if not declarer could get home by ruffing a club in
dummy. A much needed 12 IMPs to Vicuna.

Sjoert Brink






