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How should you explain your methods on the system card (CC)?
Use numbers, hp ranges for openings and overcalls.

Avoid terms like the ones I have seen the past week:

Weak, very weak

light, very light

aggressive, very aggressive

wide-range, destructive, random, optimistic,

bold less-than-opening,

good, constructive, standard, normal etc.

You of course know exactly what you mean, some opponents do not.
Just for fun, rank the above terms in strength order along an hp scale from 0 hp and up, then compa-
re with others.

Anyway,
The following changes to CCs have been accepted:

Kopka - Kilbasa UZ21 Poland
Forgot to describe own transfer method after opponents overcall. Now completed.

Guth - Rabourdin U21 France
Changed Opening 2M = weak 2 to
Opening 2M = 11-14

P.O. Sundelin




#sav 27t Eyropean Youth Team Championships Stokke, Norway - 4 - 11 July 2019

NORWAY vs CZECH REPUBLIC U26, ROUND |

Brian Senior

As is traditional, we begin our coverage of the 27th Board 4. Dealer West. All Vul.

European Youth Team Championships with a look at M KJO83
the host nation, Norway, in their U26 match against © 109
Czech Republic. & 9542
On Board 1 the Norwegian North, Marcus Scheie % Q9
opened 26 on: N 1062 N75
V7653 CKQ42
MKQ942 ¢ 10 O QJI86
Q976 o AJ1083 % K42
O K3
% 98
and that, combined with South's raise, pushed the
Czech E/W pair into a hopeless 5¢, down one for
-50, while Norway had an uncontested auction to 3<
in the other room for +110 and 4 IMPs to Norway. West North East South
r - ! Flatt Voijtik Bakke Kolek
S " Pass Pass Pass 1%
3 Pass 19 Dble Rdbl
Pass 20 Pass 3NT
All Pass
West North East South
Melcak Scheie Klems Saether
Pass Pass Pass 10
Pass 14 Pass 2NT
Pass 3N Pass 3NT
All Pass

For Czech Republic, Voijtik responded with a 1%
transfer and Bakke doubled to show hearts. Kolek
redoubled to show three-card spade support and
jumped to 3NT at his next turn and was left to
play there. Flatt dutifully led a heart to his partner's
queen and Kolek ducked it. Bakke found a switch,
but the wrong one, choosing a diamond. Kolek won
the ace and cashed all the spades then took the
heart finesse and had nine tricks for +600.

There was a natural uncontested auction at the
other table and Melcak found the Killing lead, the
jack of clubs. That collected the first five tricks for
the defence and the contract was quickly one down
for —100 and 12 IMPs to Czech Republic.

CHRISTIAN BAKKE
NORWAY
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Board 5. Dealer North. N/S Vul.

MAJS

CAQl1064

& 654

% A10
a»K7 N ®d Q96542
©J53 w E O K7
G KJ1083 s O AQ2
Q87 %93

o 103

0982

& 97

o KJ6542
West North East South
Flatt Voijtik Bakke Kolek
- INT 2% 2NT
Pass 3NT All Pass
West North East South
Melcak Scheie Klems Saether
- INT 20 Pass
20 Pass 26 All Pass

Both North players opened 1INT and both Easts
overcalled 2<¢, one major. For Norway, Joakim
Saether went quietly with the South cards and allowed
his opponents to unwind then play peacefully in 2.
For Czech Republuc, Lukas Kolek competed with
2NT and Jakub Vojtik took an optimistic punt at 3NT.

The lead against 28 was a diamond. Erik Klems
won in dummy with the ten and led a spade to his
queen and a second spade for the king and ace.
Scheie returned a diamond, so Klems won in hand
and played a third spade to Klems' jack. Klems cashed
his aces then led a club to his partner's king but that
was all for the defence; +110.

-
w
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I

ERIK KLEMS

Christian Bakke led a spade against 3NT - king,
ace. Voitik played the ace of clubs followed by the ten,
overtaking with dummy's jack. When that lost to the
queen he could say goodbye to dummy. Espen Flatt
returned his remaining spade so Bakke won the queen
then cleared the suit. Vojtik won the jack of spades
and played ace then queen of hearts. Bakke won the
king and the defence had the rest for down five and
-500; 9 IMPs to Norway.

The next three boards were flat, then came a bidding
test for the E/W pairs.

Board 9. Dealer North. E/W Vul.

Aa54

V62

O A9842

S J642
MABT62 ®M»KQ109
V5 CAQJI87
&7 & Kb
P2 AQ10753 % K9

N J3

¥ K10943

& QJ1063

&% 8
West North East South
Flatt Vojtik Bakke Kolek
- Pass 10 Pass
Ly Pass 26 Pass
36 Pass Qete Pass
ANT Pass 56 Pass
oM All Pass
West North East South
Melcak Scheie Klems Saether
- Pass 10 Pass
INT Pass 2NT Pass
et Pass 36 Pass
3NT Pass 446 Pass
ANT Pass 56 Pass
oM All Pass

Flatt and Bakke had an essentially natural auction
which culminated in the use of RKCB by Flatt, who
settled for the small slam on finding that a key-card
was missing. Kolek led a diamond so there were 12
tricks for +1430.

Melcak responded 1INT, showing five or more
spades, and 2NT was an artificial raise. 3NT, I
suspect, asked for a shortage, with 4 saying no, and
now Melcak checked on key cards and he too bid the
small slam. Again, the lead was a diamond, so +1430
and no swing.
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Board 10. Dealer East. All Vul. Board 13. Dealer North. All Vul.

MAQ62 LIRS

Q9732 P QJ96

& Jh4 O K10962

% 4 % J103
N J10973 N LIRS AMKQ4 N MAJT7652
VA6 W E Y K4 ¥ 102 W E O AK74
O KQ S $ 108763 & QJ43 S O AL
#9652 % AJ1083 S A654 % 8

N K54 N 1093

©J1085 @ 853

O A92 & 87

o KQ7 P2 KQ972
West North East South West North East South
Flatt Vojtik Bakke Kolek Flatt Vojtik Bakke Kolek
- - Pass 1% - Pass 16 Pass
Pass 10 Pass 2V 3¢ Pass Qefe Pass
26 40 All Pass Se%e Pass X All Pass
West North East South West North East South
Melcak Scheie Klems Saether Melcak Scheie Klems Saether
- - Pass 1% - Pass 16 Pass
Pass 10 Pass 20 2ot Pass 25 Pass
Pass 3¢ Pass 3V 26 Pass 36 Pass
All Pass a6 Pass 4ANT Pass

56 Pass oM All Pass

Both Souths opened 1e% then raised the transfer
response to 2¥. Scheie made a game try but Saether
didn't like his hand and signed off in 3V In the other
room, Flatt competed with 28 over 2V and that
convinced Voijtik to upgrade his spade holding and
simply bid game.

Melcak led the jack of spades against 3V. Saether
won the ace and led dummy's club up, Klems winning
the ace and returning a diamond. Saether won the
ace and pitched both dummy's remaining diamonds
on the clubs, then played a trump. He lost just the ace
and king of trumps from here; +170.

Flatt too led the jack of spades but, fearing a ruff,
Kolek won in hand and led the jack of hearts at
trick two. Flatt won the ace and played the queen of
diamonds. Kolek won the ace and played a second
heart to Bakke's king, and Bakke cashed the %A then
led a diamond to his partner's king; down one for
—-100 and 7 IMPs to Norway.

——l
s

' Christian Ba

ke

-

Flatt via an artificial spade raise, Melcak via a natural
2% response, soon agreed spades and looked for
slam, both reaching 6 without difficulty.

Kolek led a diamond to the queen and duck. Bakke
played three rounds of hearts, ruffing low, cashed the
king of spades then came to hand with a club ruff to
ruff the last heart. A second club ruff put him back
in hand to draw the remaining trump; 13 tricks for
+1460.

Saether led the king of clubs. Klems won the ace
and ran the queen of diamonds and, when that held,
played the king of spades followed by a low spade
to the ace. He took a heart ruff with the queen of
spades, came to hand with a club ruff, and had 12
tricks for +1430 but 1 IMP to Norway.
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Board 15. Dealer South. N/S Vul.

MKB874

CKQ8

¢ 108

% A953
N 10965 N MAQJI32
953 W E Q AJ102
& Q9643 S & 75
% 10 % K4

-~

V764

O AKJ2

*QJB8762
West North East South 5]
Flatt Vojtik Bakke Kolek MARTIN MELCAK
- - - lebe
Pass 1¥ 16 Pass
2% 3¢ Pass 3NT Three No Trump also became the contract at the
All Pass other table, and played from the South seat, where

a top spade lead would pick up five tricks for the

West North East South defence. However, there had been a misunderstanding
Melcak Scheie Klems Saether over Vojtik's 1% transfer response. Clearly, Bakke
- - - 1o intended his 18 overcall to be natural, while equally
Pass 10 Pass 2 clearly Flatt thought 1# was take-out of North's
Pass 3NT All Pass spades, and had told Kolek so to explain the 3NT bid.

The Norwegians bid confidently to 3NT by North,
against which Klems led a low spade to the nine and
king. Scheie crossed to the ace of diamonds to run
the queen of clubs. When that lost, Klems had four

Erik Klems

Flatt led a diamond round to declarer's jack and Kolek
ran the queen of clubs to the king. Bakke cashed his
aces and that was that; ten tricks for +630 and 13
IMPs to Czech Republic.

That was enough to see the Czech Republic come

Joakim Saether

(e,

4 Martin elck-'

Marcus Scheie
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SWEDEN vs POLAND

Jos Jacobs

As [ was not expecting to be able to watch that
many matches of the U21s on BBO, taking into
account that BBO may well be concentrating on the
U26s as the championship progresses, | immediately
seized my chance to have a look at the U21 match
between the teams of two leading European countries
in Junior bridge. I was not at all disappointed, even
less so when the match started off in a quite lively
way. This was Board 1.

Board 1. Dealer North. None Vul.

MKQ942

Q976

O K3

$* 908
cA N 1085
0542 ©J108
CA108762 O QJI5
#AQS *K1076

AMJ763

CAKS3

& 94

o Jj432
Open Room
West North East South
Kietbasa Clementsson  Kopka Sandin
- Pass Pass Pass
10 16 2e% 36
3NT All Pass

Once Kopka produced a polite diamond raise (in
transfer fashion), E/W were set to reach a sensible
contract. Swap the two missing red kings and nine
tricks are easy enough. On the actual layout, declarer
made only four tricks when the clubs did not break
even and he went on to take the losing diamond
finesse next; Sweden +250.

Closed Room

West North East South
Mann Jasinski Hansson Hulanicki
- Pass Pass Pass

10 16 Pass 26

All Pass

U21, ROUND I

Once Hansson passed over 18, the Swedes were
in no danger of scoring any sizeable number of IMPs
(had the ¢K been right) or of falling overboard. Two
Spades made with an overtrick for +140 to Poland
but the first 3 IMPs to Sweden.

On the next board, civilised bidding was not good
enough...

Board 2. Dealer East. N/S Vul.

L IR

Q85

CAJT4

*AQ93
MN7532 MAKJI64
©Jo62 A4
& 83 OCKQ965
o K52 4

®Q10

K107 3

& 102

*J10876
Open Room
West North East South
Kietbasa Clementsson  Kopka Sandin
- - 1% Pass
10 Pass 16 Pass
Pass Dble 2% Pass
268 All Pass

After the Polish Club and the negative response East
might have given it another try by bidding 3<. In his
previous rebids, there was some ambiguity; Poland
+200 when declarer even made 11 tricks.

Closed Room

West North East South
Mann Jasinski Hansson Hulanicki
- - 14 Pass

3N Pass 44 All Pass

The Swedes had an entirely natural auction available.
Four-card trump support was about all East needed
for his raise to game; Sweden +420 and 6 more IMPs
to them.
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Board 3. Dealer South. E/W Vul.

hcA2

PCKQJ32

& 108

$2QJ102
A874 N MdQ10953
CA10954 W E Q7
O K942 S CQJIT76
5 %9063

AMKJ6

O 86

O AbL3

S#AK874
Open Room
West North East South
Kietbasa Clementsson  Kopka Sandin
- - - INT
Pass 20 Pass 20
Pass 3ok Pass Qete
Pass 40 Pass 46
Pass Hele All Pass

Another entirely natural Swedish auction to the
proper contract; Sweden +400. As you see, transfers
over 1NT are considered 'natural.'

Closed Room

West North East South
Mann Jasinski Hansson Hulanicki
- - - INT
Pass 20 Pass 290
Pass 3NT All Pass

The Poles did not bother to introduce clubs but went
for a more automatic 3NT instead. When the diamonds
broke 4-4, the contract was never in danger, even less
so when the defence did not cash their diamond tricks
after winning the Y A; one overtrick and Poland +430
to open their account as well.

Kacper Kopka

With the score at 9-2 to Sweden at the half-way
stage, Board 9 was an easy enough slam but the next
board was a more serious affair:

Board 10. Dealer East. All Vul.

MAQ62

PQR9732

&Jdb4a

4
NdJ10973 L R
VA6 VK4
O KQ $108763
290652 PAJ1083

AMK54

©J1085

O A92

SBKQ7
Open Room
West North East South
Kietbasa Clementsson  Kopka Sandin
- - Pass 1
16 Dble Pass 29
Pass 4 All Pass

With West on lead, a top diamond first looks a
realistic idea but this did not materialise. West led
a more passive #®J. When declarer won dummy’s
ace, he was in with a chance because the seA is well
placed for him. He indeed led a club next and East
flew in with the ace to return a diamond. With the
spades probably 5-1, declarer should have won the
ace, taken two diamond discards on the clubs and only
then played trumps but when he ducked the diamond
(for no obvious reason in my view), he next suffered
the ignominy of a spade ruff when West won the ¢ Q.
Down two as there was no way for him to escape the
loss of the trump AK; Poland +200.
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Closed Room

West North East South
Mann Jasinski Hansson Hulanicki
- - Pass I
Pass 190 Pass 29

Pass 490 All Pass

The same overstretched contract was reached in
the other room and here as well, East led a spade.
His reason for this lead was, of course, that he held
a singleton in the suit. Declarer won the queen in
hand, led his club to East’s ace and immediately
won the diamond return, thereby following the line
recommended above to come to ten tricks; Poland
+620 and an unexpected 13 IMPs to them to take
the lead.

With the score at 20-10 to Poland, this was the
penultimate board, another slam (or maybe not):

Board 15. Dealer South. N/S Vul.

AMKB874

CKQS8

$ 108

#A953
N®10965 MAQJ32
©953 CAJ102
$Q9643 & 75
& 10 S K4

.

0764

CAKJI2

P2QJ8762
Open Room
West North East South
Kietbasa Clementsson  Kopka Sandin
- - - 1%
Pass 19 Pass 2ol
Pass 20 Pass 3¢
Pass 4ele Pass 4
Pass 4 Pass Hele
All Pass

Championship offer

The new dealing machines that are [only] used during the
championships will be sold at the end for EUR 2299 incl.
a full five years warranty. Cards and boards are also sold at
special prices in conjunction with a purchase of a machine.
Please contact anna@jannersten.com regarding payment

and pick up at Stokke/shipping from Sweden.

KACPER KOPKA

North’s 19 showed spades and 2< was a general
GF action. With the %K wrong for declarer, 5¢% had
no play but 3NT would not have had play either; one
down and Sweden —100 on what looked like a flat
board.

Closed Room

West North East South
Mann Jasinski Hansson Hulanicki
- - - 2ot
Pass 2% 26 ek

44 Sele 56 Oole
Pass Pass Dble All Pass

After the Precision-style 2e% opening bid, the
Swedes took the sacrifice against what looked a
making game (at least to them), only to see the
opponents immediately reach a slam. Two aces and
the trump king was more than Hansson could stand,
so he doubled, an action that proved quite right; down
two to change a near push into a 9-IMP gain.

The final score thus became 21-19 or 10.61 - 9.39
V.P. to Poland.
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IRELAND vs TURKEY

U26, ROUND 2

Ireland had had a good win in Round 1 whilst Turkey
had suffered a heavy defeat. That put a little extra
pressure on the Turks going into this second-round
match-up.

Ireland played partscores at both tables on Board 1
to pick up 2 IMPs for +110 in 3¢ and 50 in 4e%.

Board 19. Dealer South. E/W Vul.

N o514

CKQ6

& Ja

% A10842
M8763 N QJ102
©J2 © A103
G Q98762 & K103
%5 % Q93

®» AK

098754

& A5

P KJ76
West North East South
Doyle Kuscu Donnelly Sari
- - - 1
Pass INT Pass 2e%
Pass 3© Pass 40
All Pass
West North East South
Gulsen Barr Acar Connolly
= = = INT
Pass 3NT All Pass

Ahmet Emir Acar

Brian Senior

Different opening bids led to different games being
reached after two straightforward auctions.

For Turkey, Enes Gulsen led the seven of diamonds
against 3NT - jack, king, five. Ahmet Emir Acar
returned the ten of diamonds to declarer's ace and
John Connolly led a heart to dummy's king. Acar
ducked that, giving Connolly a chance. He needed to
pick the club position to bring home his contract and
started correctly with the ace, but then continued with
a club to the king and was down three when the queen
did not appear on his left; ~150.

For Ireland, Nathan Doyle led his singleton club
against 4V, picking up his partner's queen. However,
when Tugrul Utku Sari led the four of hearts to the
king and ace, Michael Donnelly could give his partner
a ruff with the jack of hearts, and back came a diamond
to the king and ace. Sari led the five of hearts to the
queen then played on clubs, Donnelly ruffing the
fourth round and returning the queen of spades.

Sari won and could have made the contract had he
held a smaller heart than dummy's six to get to the ace
of clubs for a diamond discard. The sort of standard
unblocking play to allow flexibility which expert players
make without thinkina would have made the contract
— just lead the seven instead of either the four or the
five — as there is no reason to believe that Donnelly
would have defended differently had Sari made the
unblocking play. Down one meant —50 but still 3 IMPs
to Turkey.
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Board 20. Dealer West. All Vul. Board 21. Dealer North. N/S Vul.

NO432 MK643

C AK543 073

O KQO9 $ 1042

% 10 Q1076
MAD N MKQJ7 ”»QI92 M A8S
©J106 W E Q87 9652 CQJ84
& 432 s O A86 $ 953 & A7
W K8763 % A92 % A53 % K984

N 1086 N J107

© 92 Y AK10

& J1075 O KQJ86

o QJ54 o J2
West North East South West North East South
Doyle Kuscu Donnelly Sari Doyle Kuscu Donnelly Sari
Pass 10 INT Pass - Pass INT Dble
2ot Pass 26 Pass All Pass
2NT Pass 3NT All Pass

West North East South

West North East South Gulsen Barr Acar Connolly
Gulsen Barr Acar Connolly - Pass 1% 10
Pass 19 INT Pass Dble 2% All Pass
2NT Pass 3NT All Pass

Both Wests made invitational raises, Doyle having
to go through Stayman in his methods, while Gulsen
could do so directly, and both Easts accepted the
invitation. The lead was the nine of hearts at both
tables, Kuscu following with the five, Barr the three —
if we can trust BBO, which is sometimes a big if.

Acar won the queen of hearts and led a club to the
king followed by a second club. On seeing Barr show
out, he won the %A and cashed his winners; down
one for —=100.

Donnelly led a club to the ace at trick two and
continued with the nine. Had Sari split the queen-
jack, the contract should then have been defeated, but
he played low and Donnelly ran the nine. When that
held he had nine tricks and took them for +600 and
12 IMPs to Ireland. Presumably, Kuscu's heart play at
trick one had not looked sufficiently encouraging to
convince Sari that the suit was ready to cash.

Acar opened the East hand with 1e and Gulsen
doubled the 1< overcall. However, the Turkish pair
had done all their bidding now and Barr's simple
diamond raise completed the auction. There were two
clubs, a spade and a diamond to be lost but that was
all, so Connolly quickly chalked up a painless +110.

In the other room, Donnelly upgraded to open his
14-count with 1INT and was doubled. Sari led the king
of diamonds and, when that held the trick, continued
with the queen to Donnelly's ace. Declarer led the
eight of clubs and ran it, losing to the ten. Back came
a heart to the jack and king, and Sari proceeded to
cash three diamond winners then switch to the jack of
spades to Donnelly's by now singleton ace. Donnelly
led a club to the ace and back to the king and was
down three for =500 and 9 IMPs to Turkey.
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Board 23. Dealer South. All Vul.

N85

98

O QJ64

P AQJI82
MKJ73 ”»Q2
© Q10 O AKJ7653
O A873 &9
K96 % 1073

N A10964

0 42

O K105 2

%54
West North East South
Doyle Kuscu Donnelly Sari
- - - Pass
Pass 1o 20 Dble
Pass et All Pass
West North East South
Gulsen Barr Acar Connolly
- - - Pass
10 Pass 1© Pass
16 Pass 20 Pass
ZNT Pass 40 All Pass

Doyle would appear to have miscounted his points
as he passed in second seat with 13 HCP and it was
Kuscu, North, who opened the bidding with 1.
Donnelly's 2 overcall was, for me, ultra-conservative,
and Doyle's failure to compete presumably means that
he had still not spotted the missing high card. It doesn't
feel just that the Irish E/W should score well on the
board, does it, but that is how things turned out.

Donnelly cashed the ace and king of hearts then
switched to his diamond and Doyle gave him the ruff.
Donnelly next played a heart and that was ruffed all
around. Kuscu crossed to the ace of spades to take the
trump finesse and, when that won, had to decide if
the remaining trumps were two-zero, when he should
cross to dummy with a diamond to repeat the finesse,
or one-one, when that would cost him a ruff and an
extra undertrick. He guessed to try to get to dummy
in diamonds so lost a ruff as well as a spade and was
down two for —200.

Gulsen opened the West hand and it was natural
to reach game from there. Unfortunately, the auction
also hinted at a club lead, so Connolly led the %5,
ducked to his partner's jack. Barr got out with a trump
and it was just a matter of time until Connolly was
back in with the ace of spades to push another club
through; down one for —100 and 7 IMPs to Ireland.

Stokke, Norway - 4 - 11 July 2019

Board 24. Dealer West. None Vul.

N 10872

© 10987

& 762

Q8
»d Q93 N65
K3 CQJ642
O AK93 O QJ
% AK104 %9753

»M»AKJIAE

Y AL

$ 10854

% J62
West North East South
Doyle Kuscu Donnelly Sari
1% Pass 10 16
Dble 26 Pass Pass
2NT Pass 30 Pass
40 All Pass
West North East South
Gulsen Barr Acar Connolly
20 Pass 26 Pass
2NT Pass 3¢ Pass
3NT All Pass

Gulsen opened a multi and became declarer in 3NT,
against which Barr led the eight of spades. Connolly
won the king of spades and switched to a diamond to
dummy's jack. Gulsen played a heart to the king then
back to the queen and ace and now Connolly tried a
low spade. Gulsen went up with the queen and crossed
to the queen of diamonds to test the hearts. After the
VJ, he came back to hand with a top club and cashed
the ace and king of diamonds and Connolly discarded
a club so that Gulsen had two extra club tricks to cash
and 11 in all; +460.

Doyle opened 1#%, made a take-out double of the
1 overcall, then bid 2NT. When Donnelly now rebid
his hearts, Doyle looked at the slightly tenuous spade
position and raised to 4. Sari cashed the ace of
spades but then switched to the two of clubs. Donnelly
won that then overtook his second diamond to take a
spade pitch on the third diamond. Now he played the
king of hearts so there were two of those to lose plus
a slow club trick and he was down one for =50 and 11
IMPs to Turkey.

12
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Board 25. Dealer North. E/W Vul. Board 26. Dealer East. All Vul.

aMKJOT o 10

Q10874 Y A84

O A53 & 9654

% 9 % A10732
AN52 MASBH »dQJ43 M»A92
C A6 ©J95 © 92 C KJ7
S Q97 & J64d2 ¢ 10 G Q8732
P2 QJ7652 % K84 P QJ9854 % K6

N Q1043 MKB8765

O K32 © Q10653

O K108 O AKJ

% A103 & -
West North East South West North East South
Doyle Kuscu Donnelly Sari Doyle Kuscu Donnelly Sari
- Pass Pass IC - - 10 2
Pass 19 Pass 16 Pass 3v Pass 40
Pass 3H All Pass All Pass
West North East South West North East South
Gulsen Barr Acar Connolly Gulsen Barr Acar Connolly
- 19 Pass 16 - - 10 16
Pass 26 Pass 3v All Pass
Pass Jefe Pass 44
All Pass I'd have liked to say that this is why you should

Barr opened the North hand so it was a matter of
routine that the Irish pair got to game, while Kuscu
passed as dealer then only invited game when the
spade fit came to light, Sari declining the invitation.

Both Wests led the queen of clubs, after which,
Ireland comprehensively out-played and out-defended
Turkey.

Connolly won the ace of clubs and led the three
of spades to the king and ace. Acar returned a low
diamond, Connolly putting in the eight and, again
according to BBO, Gulsen playing the queen. That lost
to the ace and Connolly cashed the #J, unblocking
the ten, then led a spade to his queen followed by a
low heart. Gulsen went in with the ace and returned
the nine of diamonds, after which Connolly had the
rest; 11 tricks for +450.

At the other table, Sari played a low heart at trick
two, putting in dummy's ten and losing to the jack. He
ran into a heart ruff and drifted two down for =100
and 11 IMPs to Ireland.

always show a two-suiter straight away when holding
one, rather than risking a single-suited overcall being
passed out, but of course Ireland gained points by
playing in 1, despite that contract failing.

The lead against 1 was the queen of clubs, Connolly
winning the ace and pitching the ¢J from hand. He
tried to cash the ace and king of diamonds, but Gulsen
ruffed the king and led the nine of hearts through.
Connolly rose with the ace then played a second heart
to Acar's king and Acar returned a low spade, which
Connolly ducked to Gulsen's jack. Gulsen switched
to a club, Connolly ruffing and playing the seven of
spades, which Gulsen won with the queen. He forced
declarer to ruff another club and Connolly could only
manage six tricks so was down one for —100.

Sari made the two-suited overcall then raised to
game when Kuscu made an invitational jump to 3.
Donnelly led the eight of diamonds, Kuscu rising with
the ace and leading a low spade away from the king.
Doyle won the jack and played the queen of clubs,
which Kuscu ruffed in dummy to take a spade ruff in
hand.

The contract can be made now by taking a diamond
pitch on the ace of clubs then playing ace and another
heart. Declarer gives up a second spade to bring
down the ace but other than that the VK is his only
loser. Maybe that is tough to find. Anyway, Kuscu
took the spade ruff then led a diamond to his king

13
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and that was ruffed and a club came back. He won Board 30. Dealer East. None Vul.
the ace, discarding dummy's <¢J, then ruffed a club »M»Q62
and Donnelly threw the ace of spades so that declarer 0973
would be unable to take a spade ruff in hand. Kuscu led O KJ86
a heart to the ace and ruffed a diamond then a spade. * 762
Donnelly over-ruffed, cashed the king of hearts, and »®»AKI43 »dJ105
had two diamonds to cash for down three; —300 and Q@ - C AKQ8642
5 IMPs to Ireland. CAQ943 &7
P KQO9 % A5
Board 28. Dealer West. All Vul. an 87
L ¥ J105
Y AQJ6 $ 1052
CAQ62 % J10843
o QJ542
cMA4 N JB852 West North East South
© 1054 @ 2 Doyle Kuscu Donnelly Sari
& Ja3 O K109875 - - 19 Pass
P A9876 % 103 16 Pass 3V Pass
M»KQ109763 3NT Pass 4efe Pass
Y K9873 46 Pass 4 All Pass
S -
% K West North East South
Gulsen Barr Acar Connolly
West North East South - - 10 Pass
Doyle Kuscu Donnelly Sari 16 Pass 49 Pass
Pass 10 Pass 16 ANT Pass 5 Pass
Pass 2ot Pass 46 6NT All Pass
All Pass
Dovyle took a very cautious view of his hand due to
West North East South the heart void. When hearts divided evenly, Donnelly
Gulsen Barr Acar Connolly soon had all 13 tricks for an inadequate looking +510.
Pass 1% 10 16 Gulseon took control over Acar's 4 rebid then bid
20 29 3¢ 4% 6NT, which does not look to be the place you want
Pass 490 All Pass to be. Barr led a club so Gulsen won the ace and tried

Both N/S pairs reached sensible spots, though
Turkey never found the heart fit, and both came to 11
tricks for a flat board at +650.

Elsewhere, this board caused chaos. Latvia gained
21 IMPs when their N/S pair made 7% doubled for
+2470, while Israel were one down in 6V at the
other table. Latvia were the only team to bid and
make a slam. there were 10 failing slams — 6, 66,
6NT, 7#, 7NT - with the biggest E/W plus going
to Scotland when their opponents tried a redouble
of 6#, which was down two for —1000. There was
also a +1100 for N/S on defence against 5< doubled
(down five).

three top hearts. When they split as hoped for he had
all 13 for +1020 and 11 IMPs to Turkey.

O6NT needs hearts three-three or the spade finesse,
with some extra possibility of taking a losing spade
finesse then falling back on the diamond finesse for a
twelfth trick. Probably, declarer should cash only two
hearts before running the #J, otherwise he goes down
when North has #Q and four hearts even if the diamond
is onside. But what if North can find a duck of the #J?
Will declarer not cash the third heart then repeat the
spade finesse? If North has #Q and four hearts, that
defence beats it. Declarer should make sure that his
second spade finesse is low to the nine, preserving the
ten as an entry to dummy in case North has ducked but
does not hold the defensive heart winner. Now, he can
win the black-suit return and use the #10 as an entry
to take the diamond finesse. Four spades, three hearts,
three clubs and two diamonds would be good enough.

In the U26 competition, there were six grand slams,
13 small slams, and three pairs stopped in game.
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Board 31. Dealer South. N/S Vul.

hMAJ4

“Q

O Q102

% 985432
N 107 N
QP AJS W E
& J9876 S
*J106

L XS

CK1087632

O K543

% -
West North East South
Doyle Kuscu Donnelly Sari
- - - 2%
Pass 29 Dble Pass
2NT Pass 44 All Pass
West North East South
Gulsen Barr Acar Connolly
- - - Pass
Pass 1% Dble 20
Pass Pass 26 Pass
2NT Pass 3ok Pass
3H All Pass

Sari opened a multi and Donnelly doubled the pass
or correct response then jumped to 4# at his next
turn. Connolly did not open the South hand for some
reason so Barr got to open in third seat and Acar
doubled. Acar followed through with 2 then showed
his second suit and, despite Gulsen having shown
some values and spade preference, stopped short of
game — strange.

ii
"l.

Stephen Barr

Connolly led the eight of hearts against 3#, Acar
winning the ace and leading a spade to the king
then a low club towards dummy. Trying to beat 3,
Connolly discarded and hoped his partner would be
winning the trick. It was not to be and Acar won the
club in dummy and led a second spade up, so lost just
one trick in each major; +200.

Sari too led a heart and Donnelly won the ace and
led a spade to the king. Now he was concerned about
a possible four-one trump split and, with no clue from
the bidding, played as had Acar, leading a low club
to dummy. The difference, however, was that Sari
did ruff the club. He cashed the king of hearts then
got out with a diamond and Donnelly had no way to
dummy to play a second spade so had to lose to the
jack and ace; an unlucky down one for -50 and 6
IMPs to Turkey.

Despite the strong Turkish finish, Ireland held on to
win by 46-40 IMPs, 11.81-9.19 VPs.
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ESTONIA vs SLOVAKIA

Jos Jacobs

For Round 2 of the first day, once again I took the
chance to have a look at two teams whom we don’t
see very often in our bulletins. This time, they are
two of the newer member countries of the European
Union.

Two IMPs to Slovakia for an extra undertrick on the
opening board but two boards later, a different choice
of opening lead caused a much bigger swing.

Board 19. Dealer South. E/W Vul.

AO054

PKQ6

&dJda

2 A10842
AM8763 N MQJ102
0 J2 W E PA103
CQ98762 S G K103
5 Q93

MAK

098754

O AL

®KJI76
Open Room
West North East South
- - - INT
Pass 2NT Pass 3NT
All Pass

1.

- Susanna Laan 3 -

U26, ROUND 2

1INT was 12-15 and 2NT was natural and invitational.

We have been taught to lead 4th best (or so) from
our longest and strongest but on a weak, entryless
hand it might be better to try to find partner’s suit. The
Slovak West player duly led a 4th best diamond and
thus ensured the defeat of the contract. To get to nine
tricks, declarer also needs a heart trick apart from a
possible five club tricks. Down two when declarer first
tried to steal a heart before turning her attention to
clubs; Slovakia +100.

In the other room no invitations but a direct raise to
game when South opened a 15-17 NT.

Closed Room

West North East South
Vasar Jakabsic Laan Gabriel
- - - INT
Pass 3NT All Pass

This time, West did try to find his partner’s suit by
leading the ©J. East won dummy’s king with the
ace and, had she shifted to a diamond instead of a
more obvious-looking #Q, the defence might have
had a chance. As it was, declarer still could not afford
to misguess clubs but when he did, it was up to the

N e m e - -, ==

them: two hearts, two spades and a club. When they
did not but exited in diamonds too early, the comedy
of errors ended with +400 and 11 IMPs to Slovakia
when nine tricks were made after all.

Richard Gabriel
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There were more IMPs to Slovakia on the next Closed Room
board. West North East South
Vasar Jakabsic Laan Gabriel
Board 20. Dealer West. All Vul. Pass 10 INT Pass
NA9432 26 Pass el Pass
CAK543 3NT All Pass
CKQO9
% 10 Nicely bid, at first sight, but quickly down when
MADS AMKQJ7 South led a heart (partner’s suit, mind you) and North
©J106 Q87 correctly ducked; down one for, another +100 and 7
& 432 OCA86 more IMPs to Slovakia.
W#K8763 WA92 Two boards later, the Estonian Strong Club saw
1086 them reach a touch-and-go slam:
092
$J1075 Board 22. Dealer East. E/W Vul.
*QJ54 AMK8754
0 J8
Open Room &8
West North East South W#K10763
Kvocek Zvorovski Vodicka Ther AQ9632 aAAJ10
Pass 10 Dble Pass 1065 94
2e% Dble Pass 20 O QJ6 OCA107532
All Pass Q4 *J8
-,
Holding 24 HCP. between them, the Slovakians CAKQ732
were close to a possible game but they sold out to 2 O K94
instead. This proved a good result as there was no wA952
game on, their way. Down two, Slovakia +200.
They did reach game in the replay, however: Open Room
West North East South
Kvocek Zvorouski Vodicka Ther
- - Pass 1%
Pass INT Pass 29
Pass et Pass Jefe
Pass 4 Pass 40
Pass Sele Pass Oole
All Pass

\..J

.»
s

/
T
.
\ *
L

RICHARD GABRIEL

INT showed 5+ spades and 8+ HCP. With the
clubs agreed, 4< and 4% were cuebids and the raise
to slam was a shade optimistic as N/S cannot afford
a trump loser; Estonia +920 when all turned out well
for them.

Closed Room

West North East South
Vasar Jakabsic Laan Gabriel
- - Pass 10
Pass 16 20 3¥

All Pass

A much more pedestrian auction in the other room,

where the Slovakians did not even reach game to lose
two extra IMPs; —12 rather than —10.
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Halfway through the set, a partscore hand came
along that proved too difficult for me.

Board 25. Dealer North. E/W Vul.

AMKJOT

Q10874

O AL3

%9
a52 MABG6
A6 ©J95
S Q97 & J6e4d?2
2QJ7652 WK84

N®»Q1043

VK32

G K108

*A103
Open Room
West North East South
Kvocek Zvorovski Vodicka Ther
- 10 Pass INT
All Pass

North’s 1< was explained as 5+ hearts and 10+
HCP, so both 1# and any heart raise seem to be
proper responses IMHO. None of them was made at
the table...

When West led a club, 1NT even went one down;
Slovakia +50.

Closed Room

West North East South
Vasar Jakabsic Laan Gabriel
- Pass Pass 1%
Pass 10 Pass 190
Pass 2ot Pass 25
Pass 29 All Pass

MARTIN VASAR

North’s 1< was a transfer to hearts and his 2V after
2¢% was invitational in hearts. Thus, at this table too,
N/S came nowhere near reaching their good spade
game. Still, making an overtrick in 2% was worth
+140 and 5 IMPs to Slovakia — as remarkable a swing
as I have seen for a long time.

A few boards from the end, we saw a defensive
problem.

Board 29. Dealer North. All Vul.

NJO

CA9732

OCKJI85

% A10
AMK63 MA108752
@ J5 Q8
S Q1073 OCA62
*2QJ63 P K5

cA»Q4

VK1064

& 94

*908742
Open Room
West North East South
Kvocek Zvorouski Vodicka Ther
- INT 26 Pass
36 Pass 44 All Pass

In spite of North’s 12-15 INT opening bid, E/W
reached their game easily enough. What is more: they
even made it when South led an unlucky low club and
North took his ace immediately; Slovakia +620.

Closed Room

West North East South
Vasar Jakabsic Laan Gabriel
- 10 16 39
3M All Pass

The Slovakians showed how to defeat 4#. South
led a fine YK and when it held he had every reason
to continue a low diamond, thus establishing a trick in
the suit while the %A was still with North.

The other side of the coin was, however, that North,
in with the #%eA after declarer had drawn the trumps and
exited with the #%K, underled his hearts to partner’s
imaginary ¥Q for another diamond through. This
way, declarer made an overtrick after all which had
no effect on the score. The swing still was 10 IMPs to

Slovakia who went on to win the match by 46-23 or
15.7-4.3 VP.
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VL

TEAM | TEAM 2 IMPs 1 IMPs 2 WPs 1 VPs2 1  NETHERLANDS 52.63
1 SWEDEN EiE 0 0 12 000 2  FRANCE 50.12
2 BULGARIA DENMARK 24 23 1032 968 3  ISRAEL 4411
3 FRANCE ENGLAND 38 15 1570 430 4  ITALY 43.97
4  ESTONIA GERMANY 19 37 528 1472 5  SCOTLAND 43.56
5  NETHERLANDS  CROATIA 67 12 1975 025 6  SWEDEN 40.32
6  SLOVAKIA ISRAEL 18 54 226 1774 7  POLAND 39.99
7 IRELAND RUSSIA 44 17 1640 320 8  CZECH REPUBLIC 39.81
8  LATVIA SCOTLAND 24 43 507 1493 9  IRELAND 37.58
9  POLAND TURKEY 65 29 17.74 226 10 GERMANY 36.13
10 PORTUGAL AUSTRIA 68 40 1656 344 11  DENMARK 35.97
11 CZECHREPUBLIC NORWAY 31 22 1262 738 12 NORWAY 34.31
12 ITALY FINLAND 34 15 1493 507 13 BULGARIA 31.34
14 PORTUGAL 27.83

TEAM | TEAM 2 IMPs 1 IMPs 2 VPs 1 VPs2 1‘2 Eﬁé\ﬁlﬁm gi'gf
1 DENMARK BIE 0 0 12 000 (o SEURD o
2 SWEDEN ENGLAND 33 26 12.09  7.91 :
3 BULGARIA GERMANY 25 48 430 1570 18  ESTONIA 2111
4 FRANCE CROATIA 50 31 1493 507 19 RUSSA 10.83
5  ESTONIA SLOVAKIA 23 46 430 1570 29  TURKEY 10.45
6  RUSSIA NETHERLANDS ~ 30 40 712  12.88 ;; gIR(i:TIg‘ 9.09
7 ISRAEL LATVIA 40 52 662 1338 o ASSTRNI 0 g'gg
8  TURKEY IRELAND 40 46 819 1181 :
9  SCOTLAND AUSTRIA 58 20 18.00  2.00
10 POLAND CZECH REPUBLIC 32 60 344 1656
11 ITALY PORTUGAL 68 14 19.67  0.33
12 FINLAND NORWAY 22 59 213  17.87

TEAM | TEAM 2 IMPs 1 IMPs 2 VPs 1 VPs2
1 ENGLAND EIE 0 0 12 0.00
2 DENMARK GERMANY 28 12 1429 571
3 SWEDEN CROATIA 46 20 1623  3.77
4  BULGARIA SLOVAKIA 57 28 1672  3.28
5  FRANCE RUSSIA 66 14 1949 051
6  LATVIA ESTONIA 36 41 847 1153
7  NETHERLANDS  TURKEY 62 0 2000  0.00
8  AUSTRIA ISRAEL 2 = 025 1975
9  IRELAND CZECH REPUBLIC 39 41 937 1063
10 SCOTLAND ITALY 21 19 1063 9.37
11 FINLAND POLAND 13 58 119 1881
12 NORWAY PORTUGAL 35 38 906 10.94
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TEAM 1 TEAM 2 IMPs 1 IMPs 2 VPs 1 VPs 2 1 FRANCE 41.27

21  SWEDEN POLAND 19 21 9.39 10.61 2 NETHERLANDS  38.76

22  NETHERLANDS ISRAEL 39 35 11.20 8.80 3 ITALY 35.88

23 FRANCE ENGLAND 11 24 6.48 13.52 4 POLAND 31.50

24 ITALY GERMANY 15 14 10.31 9.69 5 ENGLAND 30.03

25 NORWAY TURKEY 26 42 582 14.18 6 ISRAEL 29.27

7 SWEDEN 27.93

8  TURKEY 25.28

TEAM 1 TEAM 2 IMPs 1 IMPs 2 VPs 1 VPs 2 9 NORWAY 20.36

21  SWEDEN ISRAEL 36 50 6.25 13.75 10 GERMANY 18.12
22 POLAND ENGLAND 35 31 11.20 8.80
23  NETHERLANDS ITALY 35 43 7.71 12.29
24  TURKEY FRANCE 18 59 1.79 18.21
25 GERMANY NORWAY 34 51 5.61 14.39
TEAM 1 TEAM 2 IMPs 1 IMPs 2 VPs 1 VPs 2
21  SWEDEN ENGLAND 38 30 12.29 7.71
22 ISRAEL ITALY 17 29 6.72  13.28
23 POLAND TURKEY 28 29 9.69 9.31
24  NORWAY NETHERLANDS 7 65 0.15 19.85
25 FRANCE GERMANY 50 19 16.58 2.82

SOME PICTURES FROM THE GALLERY

...More pictures on the EBL Facebook Page...
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