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FRIDAY,

With just two days to go in the 2017 European Youth Team Championships, it is time for
JULY 14, 2017

your very best bridge. In a tight finish in any sport, victory often goes to whoever wants

ISSUE No 6 it the most. Make sure it is you.
Draw Today 2

Today is Bastille Day in France to English speakers, or La Féte Nationale to the French
Sweden vs Poland 3 . .

— I guess that in this we must defer to the French. All three French teams are currently
Coup of the Day 6 lying in qualifying positions for next year's world championships and are also very much
Turkish Squeeze 7 in contention for the medals here in Samorin. Will they sweep all before them on this day

8

Counting Tricks of national celebration or will their opponents triumph? We shall see.

Czech Republic vs England
Turkish Throw-in

Poland vs France

The rankings in the U26 Open Championship are beginning to stretch out behind leaders,
Sweden. They are being chased by France, England the Netherlands and Poland. In the
18 U26 Women, Netherlands has a good lead but the other potential medalists are tightly
21 bunched, with Poland, England, Hungary, Turkey and France all in the mix. Meanwhile,
25 England leads the U21s but everyone down to eighth-placed Bulgaria is still in with a shot

Netherlands vs France

To duck or not to duck

SIS =T = T = S = S = SN = S = B ~ B ~ B~
~
S

Results 2 at the title.
TODAY'S SCHEDULE
U26 / U21 / U26 WOMEN PRIZE GIVING
U26, Women U26
10.00 Round 21 12.20 Round 22 AND CLOSING CEREMONY
15.30 Round23 17.50 Round 24
U21 WILL BE HELD IN THE VICTORY PLAYING AREA
10.00 Round 26 11.50 Round 27
14.30 Round 28 16.20 Round 29 ON SATURDAY 15TH JULY
18.10 Round 30 AT 19.30
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DRAW TODAY

U26 ROUND 22 U26 ROUND 23 U26 ROUND 24

(_ SRB EST ) ) ) )
( CZE FRA ) ) ) )
(_ NORPOR ) ( CROPOL ) ( SVK SWE ) ( POL SPA )
( LAT ROM ) SCO TUR ) ( spA sco ) ( GER SVK )
E GRE RUS % EM SWE ENG % (_ AUT CRO % E DEN IRE %
DEN NED ITA SRB EST ISR NED RUS
( GER IRE ) HUNCZE ) @ FRA BEL ) ( GRE ROM )
(_POL SVK ) [ BEL NOR ) POR HUN ) LAT POR )
E SPA TUR % : LAT ISR % ( ITA ROM % M FRA NOR %
AUT ENG GRE AUT ENG RUS EST CZE
(mA ISR ) ( SPA NED ) g DEN TUR ) ( SRB CRO |
(_BEL HUN ) ( IRE SVK ) POL GER ) (  SCO SWE )

C U2irouND26. M U21 RouND27. i U21RoUND 25 . U21 ROUND 29 M U21 ROUND30_ |

CZE GGR ) ( GERPOL ) ( SWEGER ) ( GERITA ) ( )

g% ISR NED ) ( NEDFN ) ( POLNED ) ( NED SWE ) ( FRA GER )
g% ITA ENG ) ( ENGISR ) ( NORENG ) ( ENGPOL ) ( ENG NED )
g SWEFRA ) ( FRAITA ) ( ISR FRA ) ( FRA TUR ) ( BUL SVK )
(RE AN ) ( SVKBEL ) ( HUNSVK ) ( SVKIRE ) ( POL ISR )
(  HUNNOR ) ( NORIRE ) ( BEL cZE ) ( CzE HUN ) ( BEL HUN )
BEL TUR ) ( TURHUN ) ( IRRE TUR ) ( FN BEL ) (_ TUR CZE )

W POL BUL ) ( BULSWE ) ( 1A BuL ) ( BULISR ) ( NORFN )
( SVKBye ) ( CZEBye ) ( FIN Bee ) ( NORBve ) ( SWEITA )

TMERT0:000 N N T MER T 50 RO TME T 41300 R O MEN T 6. 200 M O rivEN T8I0 )
(

NED TUR ) NED LAT ) NED GER NED ENG

W. U26 ROUND 21 M OWU26R6UND 220 N(W. U26 ROUND 23 | i W. U26 ROUND 24
23:10)
4

ENG LAT ) g TUR HUN ) [g¥ FRA ENG GER TUR )

( )

( )

( GER HUN ) ENG NOR ) CZE TUR ) ( FRA LAT )

( NORFRA ) ( POL GER ) [ LAT pOL ) HUN CZE )

( CczE pOL ) FRA CZE ) ([ NORHUN ) & POL NOR )
(" TiME:10.00° NOTIVEST2:200 0 N TiME: 15.30. NI TIME: 17.500 )

BY SJODAL - INDREBO



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hWv6Pkvelsc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=49wuLEAx2o4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8ev_3JSISIk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HHFr8TNw7YU

GO TO PAGE:

Under 26 Teams, Round 11

Another day, another huge match in the vugraph.
Sweden, the overnight leaders, beat their neighbours
Denmark early in the morning but had to come back
for a repeat against another favorite, Poland.

[ have to admit, junior matches do have an up and
down feeling, players are sometimes immature, doing
silly and unexpected things, then during the next hand
also great and miraculous plays — but this match was
one of the highest levels of bridge I have seen in a
while. Both teams played extremely well, without a hint
a failure almost all the way. I am sure some of these
players will be world class soon, if they aren’t already.

To show how well they played, after six boards,
when most matches had exchanged 20-30 IMPs
already, the score was 1-0 Sweden!

Board 7. Dealer South. All Vul.

AMKJO965

© 9

O K85

WKJI85
NAN10742 N AQ3
CA7543 CQJI82
O A wY E CQ964
*Q94 S ®A32

MA8

VK106

& J10732

*1076
West North East South
Kazimierczak  Hult Nowak Stokka
- - - Pass
Pass 16 Pass INT
Pass 2ot Pass 26
All Pass

On the face of it, this looked like a normal contract
that is destined to fail. You lose the obvious four side-
suit tricks, take the spade finesse, and end up losing
another trump. Unlucky, but normal. Not so at these
tables!

Nowak led the queen of hearts, which held the
trick. (How many times have you seen this lead
routinely covered, only to realize you do not have a
cheap discard on the return? Too many, myself.) He
switched to a diamond, the only safe-looking suit, and
West won, returning a club. Low, ace, club back to
declarer’s jack. No long hesitation needed, declarer
played a trump to the ace, and a trump to the king,
felling the queen! The reason? A simple, but often
overlooked technique — count the points! West was
known to hold both red aces, and the queen of clubs,
and he was a passed hand — hence he could not hold
the queen of spades as well. Nice, easy and effective.
Yet another push.

After ten boards, the score stood at 1-1, when
Sweden went super aggressive and paid for it at both
tables.

.-ll'ﬁJ

A:iam Stokka
SWEDEN

9 10 11 12 13
22 23 24 25 26
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Board 11. Dealer South. None Vul.

MA1064

©Joe4d

O K5

$*J1052
LIRS AMAKQ73
CA97 Q103
¢ Q109643 & J82
P* K6 %9043

NJ52

VK852

CAT

P2AQ87
West North East South
Kazimierczak  Hult Nowak Stokka
- - - INT
Pass 2e% Pass 20
Pass 3NT All Pass

In the 14-16 no trump context, North’s hand is
worth an invite, still, Hult thought it obvious to drive
to game — they ARE still juniors, after all.

The defense was merciless: the diamond ten lead
was won in dummy, the club finesse lost, but West
knew he had time to continue his suit, opting to
open up spades while it was his turn to play. Declarer
ducked it to the queen, and did well not to go down
more than three (at another table, the same contract
was six down, for example); —150.

In the Closed Room East/West competed to 3<, but
it was one too many so down one. Poland suddenly
took an insurmountable-looking lead, 6-1.

Sweden struck back on the very next deal.

Board 12. Dealer West. N/S Vul.

A86

V82

CAQJ4A3

SoA643
AMK43 N MA10972
PQRJ1I073 VK5
& - R £ & 875
SKQ852 S *J97

AMQJ5

VA964

O K10962

% 10
West North East South
Kazimierczak  Hult Nowak Stokka
190 Pass 16 Pass
2ot Pass 20 All Pass

Maybe West erred here, a 2# bid could have
opened up a chance to play a better contract — in fact,
the Closed Room bidding was exactly that, making
10 tricks after South led his singleton, got his ruff,
but could only take a heart trick afterwards; +170.
In the Open Room, North tried the imaginative lead
of a small club, which allowed declarer an early trick,
but when he gave up the heart ace South switched to
diamonds and all he had was seven tricks. That was
down one and 6 IMPs to Sweden, leading 7-6.

4
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Board 13. Dealer North. All Vul.

Both tables bid the same way, with a slight difference:

MA962 the Swedish no trump was of the 14-16 type, while
QAT the Poles open the classic 15-17, and received the same
S Q84 lead, a club to the king and ace. Our declarers ruffed a
PBAQ82 club, and played a diamond to the queen and king. East
MQ75 N Lt paused, and did not continue clubs, probably the toughest
10543 W E QCKJ82 play to handle, but tried the safe-looking diamond jack,
& 72 O KJ10 won and returned. Now there was no defense: even if
PKJ76 S % 10953 they play a club now, declarer ruffs, plays two rounds
MK1083 of trumps ending in dummy, then discarding the losing
Q996 heart, with only a high trump to lose.
CA9653 In another match, declarer found the fastest solution:
L X! no heart lead, then East may hold the king. So he
played this way on the usual club lead: club ruff, spade
West North East South king, spade to ace, club ruff, heart ace, heart, and
Kazimierczak  Hult Nowak Stokka discarded one of the bad diamonds. If all fails, he can
O.Rimstedt ~ Marczinowski M.Rimstedt =~ Sobczak still try the diamond finesse, not necessary now.
- INT Pass 2e% Sweden beat partscore contracts one trick at both
Pass 26 Pass 44 tables to gain 3 IMPs on the last hand, reaching the
All Pass milestone of 10 IMPs during this well fought, very well

played match: Sweden-Poland 10-6.

‘1959
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& ¢ o ERE vrecsco i@ ESBL

VENICE INTERNATIONAL
BRIDGE FESTIVAL

Casino Palace

Lido di Venezia 8-11 November 2017

Program

National Mixed & Ladies Pairs Tournament
Wednesday 8 — from 4.00 pm - 2 session 20/22 boards
First prize 1.200 euro
Entry Fee 25 euro per player (junior 15)

National Open Pairs Tournament
Thursday 9 — from 2.00 pm -2 session 20/22 boards
First prize 1.500 euro
Entry Fee 30 euro per player (junior 20)
International Open Teams Tournament
Friday 10 — from 2 pm -7 qualification rounds
Saturday 11 — from 11.00 am - 5 final rounds
First prize 4.000 euro
Entry Fee 260 euro per team (junior 160)

Organazing Committee
Circolo del Bridge di Venezia
Associazione Proloco Lido di Venezia
Consorzio di promozione Venezia e il suo Lido

General Coordination
Andrea Dalpozzo — Gianmaria Rebecchi

Technical Direction
Massimo Ortensi — Silvia Valentini

Head & Chief TD
Antonio Riccardi — Manolo Eminenti
Total guaranteed prize money
30.000 euro
All the tournaments are opened for the

participation of members of the Italian and
other foreign Bridge Federations

Thursday 9 - Evening with dinner in the Rooms of the Municipal
Casino Ca Vendramin on the Grand Canal

Information & hotel reservation
www.festivaldelbridgelidodivenezia.com

info@veneziaeilsuolido.it (hotel)
festivalvenezia2017 @gmail.com (registrations)




COUP DF THE DAY DESCHY
é] Brian Senior

Although its aim is different, the Deschapelles Coup
is a close relative of the Merrimac Coup which we
looked at yesterday. Again, the play involves the
sacrifice of a high honour card but this time the goal
is to force an entry to partner’s hand rather than to
attack declarer’s communications.

The coup is named after Guillaume Deschapelles,
who invented it at whist.

Dealer North. E/W Vul.

MAJ104

CAJ

& J3

P KJ1097
AO5 N M87632
Q914 W E VK872
CKQ10974 S O A
%65 wA43

MKQ

010653

8652

P Q82
West North East South
- 1o Pass 10
Pass 16 Pass INT
Pass 3NT All Pass

North overbid when she raised to 3NT. She had no
right to expect more than South’s actual strength for
1< followed by 1NT, though South could have been
a little stronger, of course.

When West
led the king of
diamonds to East’s
bare ace, it looked as
though North might get
very lucky, courtesy of
the six-one diamond
split. And, against most
players in the East seat,
North would indeed have got
lucky.

Our actual East stopped to think,

however. She expected West’s diamonds to

be running if West ever gained the lead, because

West had led the king despite South having bid the
suit. Surely, with the ace and jack visible, West had to
have ¢ KQ109x(x) to justify the lead. But how to find
an entry to the West hand? South must have most, if
not all, the missing high cards.

A club or spade honour could be finessed by declarer,
leaving only the queen of hearts as a possibility to
defeat the contract. Accordingly, East switched to the
QK! The Deschapelles Coup forced an entry to the
established winners and the contract was defeated by
two tricks. Very impressive.



If you optimistically bid to poor contracts you had
better be able to play them well. Take this example
from the Turkish U26 Women in Round 12.

Board 22. Dealer East. E/W Vul.

AO74

LJ62

& 84

wA9763
L JOR:] N AMAJ
CA107 PKQ983
oAQ63 W o975
®K1052 S *J84

MK106532

V54

O KJ102

% Q
West North East South

Ikizkaya

- - 1¥ 16
26 36 4 44
Pass Pass 59 All Pass

Five Hearts is not a desirable contract for E/W.
However, declarer for the Turkish U26 Women's
team was Basak lkizkaya and she had to make the
best of it. The lead was the queen of clubs for the

VRSN SCGL25
AbamaalAydogdy

king of clubs from dummy and ace from North. Then,
North gave the club ruff. Now, South played the jack
of diamonds. lkizkaya took a deep breath then put on
the queen of diamonds. Next she played five rounds
of hearts and pitched one diamond and the queen of
spades from dummy. She continued by cashing the
jack of clubs followed by the last club. This was the
ending with South still to play to the club:

AO7
V.

A8 AMAJ
- -
C A6 ¢ 9
* - & -

South threw a spade, baring the king, so Ikizkaya
played the ace of diamonds followed by a spade to the
ace, dropping South's king. The horrible contract was

just made. Ikizkaya was the only declarer to come to
11 tricks in the U26 Women.

/EuropeanBridge @EuropeanBridge EBL_pics Search "EBL"
GO TO PAGE: 1 2 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 1 7
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Counting Cars is an American reality television
series which chronicles the daily activities at Count's
Kustoms, an automobile restoration and customization
company owned and operated by a guy called Danny
Koker.

Koker explains the tv-series like this:

"Vegas is a gambling town. Most people bet with
chips. I bet with rides. And I always go all in. I'm
Danny, a.k.a. the Count, and this is my all-star team.
We find 'em, fix 'em, flip 'em and, sometimes, I keep
'em. For my crew, every job is high stakes, and we
can't afford to lose. This is Counting Cars."

That description could easily be said by any team
captain to his players before any bridge match,
changing just a few of the words. It could be something
like: "For my team, every game is high stakes, and we
can't afford to lose. This is Counting Tricks."

So here comes your chance; you play in teams and
you have reached Seven Hearts against which a heart
is led.

COLVGTING,
&y el Ciederdoo

A3
CA1062
CAQJIS
*AK104

RIS 2
w

AMAAJO54
CKQ984
¢ 3
S JO6

What’s your game plan to reach thirteen tricks?

In the U26 series five declarers were up for the
task, with most others in Six Hearts where they
had no problem making their contracts. It was far
tougher for those in Seven Hearts. As a matter of
fact, Oikonomopoulos for Grecce was the only one
who managed to make it after a heart was led. Kiljan
from Netherlands also made Seven Hearts, but that
was when a club was led into the tenace, whereupon
declarer understandably had no problem.

The Best Bridgefestival in the World
OREBRO | SWEDEN | JULY 28 - AUGUST 6, 2017

www.svenskbridge.se/festival-2017

uuuuuuuuuuuuuuuu
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This was the full board:

Board 28. Dealer West. N/S Vul.

a3

CA1062

CAQJIS

S$AK104
MQ106 N AMKBT72
@3 ©0J75
$10874 w E CKI62
Q8752 S %93

MAJO54

VKQ984

&3

*Jo6
Closed Room
West North East South
Dijilovic Oikonomopoulos Mijic Vovos
Pass 10 Pass 16
Pass 29 Pass 3©
Pass 3N Pass 45
Pass 4H* Pass 50*
Pass 5NT* Pass 6%
Pass A All Pass
3 40 Cuebids

46 RKCB for hearts
5 Two aces and the queen of hearts
5NT Grand slam try

Our Greek declarer, Oikonomopoulos got the three of
hearts lead. When he viewed the situation, he decided
that this was the time to use table presence to decide

how to proceed. He won the opening lead with the
nine of hearts and immediately put the jack of clubs
on the table. West followed low in tempo, whereupon
he went up with the king and carefully checked in
what tempo the players were following suit. The ace
of diamond was cashed — all followed. Then the queen
of diamonds was put on the table and East hesitated
slightly before following low. That was enough for
Oikonomopoulos to pitch a spade and then cross-ruff
his way to 13 tricks. Plus 2210 gave Greece 13 IMPs
when they played Six Hearts with twelve tricks for
+1430 in the Open Room.

So how should you play the hand if the defence
don’t give you any clues?

First of all, it's all about counting and viewing
possibilities to maximize your chances. With a trump
lead (the worst for declarer), you have one spade,
might get eight trumps (by cross-ruffing), one diamond
and two club tricks. That’s simply 12 tricks. So, should
we finesse in clubs or take a finesse in diamonds, what
makes it even worse are that you can finesse both
ways in diamonds.

Well — win the lead in hand, cash the ace of spades
and ruff a spade. Then cash the ace of diamonds, ruff
a diamond and ruff a spade.

Now you must choose between taking a ruffing
diamond finesse — if that works you can cash two clubs
and cross ruff — or playing for trumps 2-2 by ruffing a
diamond, ruffing a spade, ruffing a diamond and hoping
your last trump is good enough to draw the rest.

The small advantage of ruffing the diamond is that
you maybe can get the king of diamonds falling in the
process. That’s why we would take the ruffing finesse
rather than the other one.

i (

-
< B & Ioannis Oikonomopoulos
"
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Under 21 Teams, Round 21 West North East South

Kohutova Norton Otradovcova Behrens
With the U21 championship on BBO for the first - Pass 1ot Dble
time, we have an opportunity to take a look at the Pass 10 Pass 2NT

leaders, England, who met Czech Republic in Round All Pass
21. Czech Republic struck first with a major swing on

the first board of the match. For Czech Republic, Zuzanna Otradovcova opened
1% as East and Sam Behrens doubled then jumped
Board 21. Dealer North. N/S Vul. to 2NT at his next turn, showing around 22 or 23
MdQ1032 HCP. It was close but Ben Norton judged to pass.
09842 The lead was a club to the queen and ace. Behrens
& 543 cashed the ace of spades and the fall of the jack meant
%95 that he had two entries to dummy to lead towards the
MO754 N aJ diamonds. The diamond finesse gave him four tricks
CKJ6 W E Q753 in the suit and eleven in all for +210.
$ 96 CAQ7 At the other table, Liam Sanderson did not make
*J1042 S *$Q8763 the marginal opening bid so the Czech N/S had a free
MAKS8G6 run. Slightly surprisingly, North asked about majors
QY A10 yet did not find the spade fit, not that it mattered.
O KJ1082 Daniel Winter led a spade and Adam Pyszko won,
S AK used dummy's spade entries to play on diamonds and
had the same eleven tricks as Behrens. That, however,
West North East South was worth +660 to Czech Republic and 10 IMPs - a
Winter Tomis Sanderson  Pyszko perfect way to start any match.
- Pass Pass 2% These thin opening bids don't always work out so
Pass 29 Pass 2NT well, of course, as was illustrated by the next deal. 4
Pass ek Pass 3¢ 4 g !
Pass 3NT All Pass
l "
o
- -
/
g (o=

;'s._,. —
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Board 22. Dealer East. E/W Vul.

Mj54

CA42

& 754

%0874
MQ10876 AMK3
©J9o98 K73
O Q O KJI92
@ AK53 *J1062

MAO92

Q1065

CA10863

o Q
West North East South
Winter Tomis Sanderson  Pyszko
- - Pass 10
16 Pass INT Pass
2e% Pass ek All Pass
West North East South
Kohutova Norton Otradovcova Behrens
- - 1% 10
1¥ 20 Pass Pass
Dble Pass 2NT Pass
3NT All Pass

Once again, Sanderson passed an 11-count while
Otradovcova opened it with 1e%. In the fullness of
time, Otradovcova became declarer in 3NT while
Sanderson put down dummy in a club partscore.

o '?-Q?k‘;:..‘ .

Adam ;y; zko
CZECH REPUBLIC

Zdenek Tomis led a diamond against 3e%, Pyszko
winning the ace and leading the queen of clubs to
declarer's ace. Winter led a spade to the king and ace.
Back came a heart. Tomis won the ace and switched
to a club. Winter won dummy's jack and played a
spade to the queen then ruffed a spade, bringing down
the jack. He discarded hearts on the king and jack
of diamonds then cashed the king of hearts, ruffed a
heart and led a winning spade. There were ten tricks
for +130.

There would be a swing, but in which direction?
Behrens led the six of diamonds to dummy's queen.
Otradovcova played a spade to her king and Behrens
ducked in tempo. That worked well as declarer
continued with a spade to the ten, losing to the
jack. Norton returned a diamond to the jack and
ace — ducking looks better as the contract will not be
defeated unless partner has an entry when he can
lead a diamond through declarer's OK 9. Anyway, it
looked as though Behrens had lost a diamond spot
as he continued with the ¢ 10, giving Otradovcova
an extra trick in the suit. She won and led the jack of
clubs to the queen and ace, cashed the king of clubs
and played a third round to her ten. Next, she cashed
the nine of diamonds before leading a low heart to the
jack and ace. Norton had a club to cash and could then
play a heart through so Behrens had trick thirteen for
down one; —100 and 6 IMPs to England.

After a couple of flat boards, England took a narrow
lead courtesy of 2 IMPs for overtricks then 3 IMPs for
an extra undertrick, both in 3NT by N/S.
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Board 27. Dealer South. None Vul.

N6

© 10853

&C7652

SoAJ87
AO84 N MAKJIS532
CA96 K742
OCAKJ43 o = 9
%63 S Q2

cMaQ107

CQJ

S Q108

2 K10954
West North East South
Winter Tomis Sanderson  Pyszko
- - - Pass
10 Pass 16 Pass
INT Pass 2% Pass
26 Pass 4H6 All Pass
West North East South
Kohutova Norton Otradovcova Behrens
- - - Pass
1o Pass AV Pass
3H Pass 4 Pass
44 All Pass

Winter opened 1< then rebid 1NT, 12-14, and
Sanderson used GF Checkback then jumped to 46
on finding three-card support. Pyszko led a low club

ENGLAND

2
[
[
<
-]
"~
-
w

-_

Zuzana Otradovcova
CZECH REPUBLIC

to his partner's ace and Tomis switched to the eight of
hearts. Sanderson rose with the king and cashed the
ace and king of spades before playing three rounds
of diamonds, pitching a club then ruffing. He crossed
to the ace of hearts, threw a heart on the jack of
diamonds and, when Pyszko could ruff but didn't have
a heart to lead, the remaining heart went away on the
last diamond; 11 tricks for +450.

Lucie Kohutova opened 1e, either natural or any
balanced hand outside the no trump range, and the
response was a two-way transfer jump shift, either
3-7 with six spades or game-forcing with long spades.
Three Spades would set the suit facing the strong
hand, while being pre-emptive opposite the weak
option. Otradovcova made one try then subsided in
game.

Kohutova played a dangerous game in 4#. She
won the lead of the eight of hearts in dummy and
cashed the top diamonds for a club pitch. Next she
cashed one top spade before playing a heart to the
ace. Now she had clearly lost a heart spot because the
nine and seven are equals against the ten so there is
no need to try for a ruff of the fourth round. However,
that is what she played for, continuing with the 9
to Norton's ten, Behrens discarding a club. Norton
cashed the ace of clubs then gave his partner a heart
ruff and that was all for the defence, ten tricks for
+420 but 1 IMP to England.

Now go back to the point where Behrens discarded
a club on the ©10. If instead he discards the queen
of diamonds, partner can give him a heart ruff, be
put back in with the ace of clubs and lead a diamond
through to promote the #Q into the setting trick.
That would have been embarrassing for declarer.

12
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Board 28. Dealer West. N/S Vul. Winter opened 1e%, supported his partner's hearts,

N 107 then confirmed four-card support and a decent hand

CAQ65 when Sanderson inquired. Tomis led the nine of

CAQJ2 diamonds to the jack and king. Sanderson cashed three

% 1093 clubs to discard two diamond losers then led a heart to

MAJ MQI983 the jack. When that held he crossed back to dummy

09843 QKJ10 2 with a spade to the jack and led the nine of hearts.

& 873 OCK654 Tomis went in with the ace and played two rounds of

2AKQS & 2 diamonds, so Sanderson ruffed, led a spade to the ace,

MK6542 a heart back to his king, then ruffed a spade with the

07 eight of hearts. That was over-ruffed and Tomis had

& 109 the two of diamonds for the last and setting trick; —50.

e J7654 Kohutova opened with a 14-16 no trump and

Otradovcova responded 2<, either five-plus hearts or

West North East South any strong 4-4-4-(1). Two relays allowed Otradovcova to

Winter Tomis Sanderson  Pyszko show that she had the GF three-suiter with short clubs

1o 10 10 Pass and, though she knew that there was a four-four heart

20 Pass 26 Pass fit, Kohutova judged that she had so much in clubs that

40 All Pass 3NT might be a better spot than 4. Right she was.

Norton led the two of diamonds, which Kohutova ducked

West North East South to Behrens' ten, and he returned the nine to the jack and

Kohutova Norton Otradovcova Behrens king. A spade finesse was followed by a heart to the ten,

INT Pass 20 Pass a club back to hand and the nine of hearts. Kohutova had

290 Pass 286 Pass three hearts, three clubs, two spades and a diamond; nine
2NT Pass 3ok Pass tricks for +400 and 10 IMPs to Czech Republic.

3NT All Pass And that was that with two flat boards to follow.

Czech Republic had won the match by 20-12 IMPs,
converting to 12.83-7.17 VPs, putting a small dent in
England's title hopes. England still, however, headed
the rankings at the end of the round, while the Czechs

remainei in eleventh place.

Lucie Kohutova




Fatih Aydin of Turkey found an excellent piece of
declarer play to bring home his no trump game on this
deal from Turkey's Round 17 match against Estonia in
the U26 Open championship.

Board 4. Dealer West. All Vul.

»Q

Q1043

&J863

*JO62
A8 AMAKJ6
VK962 CAS8
GQ1074 $952
P AKA4 #8753

A1095432

VJ75

O AK

% Q10

West North East South
Avydin Akbiyik

10 Pass 16 Pass
INT Pass 3NT All Pass

The lead was the three of hearts. Aydin won the ace
and led dummy's nine of diamonds. South won, of
course, and returned the jack of hearts, ducked, and
his last heart to Aydin's king. Aydin crossed to the ace
of spades, collecting the good news along the way
when the queen appeared on his left, and played a
second diamond up. South again had to win and this
time played the queen of clubs. Aydin won the ace
and cashed the two spade winners, discarding a club
from hand while North discarded two clubs. A club to
the king drew North's last club and now a heart exit
threw him in to lead into the ¢Q 10 at trick 12 to give
the ninth trick and the contract.

Nicely played!




Under 26 Teams, Round 15

Clash of Titans

If you think we had enough of Sweden in the vugraph,
you would be terribly wrong. They have played very
well so far, beating almost every strong opponent they
have come across, and they are the leaders of the field
— oh, wait, that was France! France overtook them
after Round 12, where Sweden suffered a surprise
defeat, at the hands of Turkey.

Both teams missed an opportunity to gain IMPs by
playing the wrong game on Board 1: 3NT needed a
lot of help and, on the actual lead, it was hopeless,
while several teams played 5<, making. On Board 2,
France Blackwooded themselves to 5#, which could
have been one too many, but declarer avoided taking
the trump finesse against the king in the face of a
looming ruff, so made his contract, and gained an
IMP.

The next board was a huge French disaster.

Baptiste Combescure

Board 3. Dealer South.E/W Vul.

AMKA4

Q1072

OCAKJ10875

o -
MQ9652 NJ73
083 CAKJ6
&4 $963
®KJ753 *A102

MA108

0954

S Q2

2 Q9864
West North East South
Combescure  Hult Bernard Stokka
- - - Pass
Pass 10 Dble INT
36 5 Dble All Pass

North expected a better-fitting hand from his partner,
but still, 5¢ was only on a finesse, but that was offside
so down one.

In the Closed Room the French pair tried 3NT; they
did have stoppers in all suits, and a running suit — but
running is what they should have done after they got
doubled! They didn’t, and North’s hand got squeezed
a bit on the run of three club tricks, and he ended up
down three for =500, and 9 IMPs to Sweden.
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Then came the board that single-handedly (excuse
the intended pun) shows why Sweden is doing so well.

Board 7. Dealer South. All Vul.

MK109742

¥ Q10

& 1086

% J3
ANM853 aQ
VA V9862
&Jda2 CAQ73
#A107642 PBKQ85

AMAJO

OKJ7543

O K95

% 9
West North East South
Combescure Hult Bernard  Stokka
- - - 190
Pass 16 Pass 290
All Pass

I could not believe my eyes when Bernard did not
double at his first turn, but I thought he will certainly
do so when 2% comes back to him. Not so...
Combescure started with two rounds of clubs, which
allowed declarer to knock out the trump ace in time
and make ten tricks for +170.

Closed Room:

West North East South
Rimstedt O. Lafonte Rimstedt M. Du Corail
- - - 19

Pass 16 Dble Rdbl*
et 36 Pass 46

Hele All Pass

Rdbl Three spades

The Rimstedt brothers did a lot more — Mikael
immediately entered the bidding with the East cards,
Ola bid 3¢ and, when the French bid to 4# (not a
bad contract, hard to beat), Ola bid one more for the
road as a two-way shot, since for all he knew, either
contract could make.

The French did well not to double as this contract
was laydown for +600; 13 huge IMPs for Sweden,
leading 22-2.

There was more on the next board, when a better
opening lead gave a chance for the French declarer to
go wrong, and he did.

Board 8. Dealer West. None Vul.

hNT742

CA9

Q872

% 10865
AK109 N AABG
QK32 ©J7654
O K93 L E OCAJ1064
$AJ43 S - -

MQJ53

Q108

&5

P$KQ972
West North East South
Combescure  Hult Bernard Stokka
Rimstedt O. Lafonte Rimstedt M. Du Corail
1e% Pass 10 Pass
INT Pass 2% Pass
20 Pass 29 Pass
490 All Pass

Both tables bid to the reasonable 4% contract,
requiring something good in trumps or the diamond
guess.

Du Corail led the normal looking singleton diamond
and that was the end of the story — declarer gave up
three trump tricks and was home and safe.

Stokka, however, has heard of not going for a ruff
when you have a trump trick, and led the king of clubs.
Declarer did well by ruffing it in hand and playing a
heart up. North won and returned it, Stokka won that,
cashed the third, and took stock. It looked like declarer
needed to guess something and if it was diamonds he
was not going to give him a free guess. After a long
huddle, he elected to exit with the spade jack, trying
to falsecard (and also giving the impression of having
short spades). Declarer deduced (wrongly) from the
huddle, that Stokka must be holding something in
diamonds for never playing the suit, and ran the jack
— curtains; another deserved 10 IMPs for Sweden,
leading 32-2.

Board 9 was better judged by France, playing the
two of a major contract that was making, while the
other, that was always doomed, was beaten two tricks
by good defense for 5 IMPs to France; 32-7 now.

Board 10 was a repeat performance, leading a
singleton when you hold Kx in trumps is not such a
great idea. Not only did it blow a potential trick, but
also gave the tempo to set up a discard elsewhere for
a slow loser. The lead was the same at both tables,
the contract wasn’t. Sweden’s 38 made, France’s 4#
doubled went only one down; 40-7.

16
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The very next board, saw unusually passive Swedish
bidding gave the French 6 IMPs.

Board 11. Dealer South. None Vul.

MAQ4L32
Q5
¢ Q
®$KQ1084
MKJS8 N ANT76
010984 VAJ63
& J82 W S E OCK9I73
%765 ®*A93 On Board 12, it was Sweden again who proved to
#1095 be more aggressive.
VK72
CA10654 Board 12. Dealer West. N/S Vul.
J2 AJ1072
V54
West North East South o Q1064
Combescure  Hult Bernard Stokka S A92
- - - Pass AA83 AK654
Pass 16 Dble 20 VAS8762 ¥ Q1093
All Pass oA 09532
eJ764 %8
28 Constructive raise aQ9
VY KJ
Hult took a very deep position here. His high cards OCKJST
weren’t that many, but he knows games are not ®KQ1053
decided by high cards only, distribution is a factor.
After his suit was raised he should have at least tried Open Room
for game with his five-loser hand. West North East South
His French counterpart, Lafont simply bid 4 in Combescure  Hult Bernard Stokka
the same bidding sequence. With the trump finesse 1@ Pass 20 All Pass
working there was nothing to the play, Sweden
emerging with 11 tricks in 26, France 10 in 46, so Closed room:
6 IMPs to France, but still Sweden by 27. West North East South
G Rimstedt O. Lafonte Rimstedt M. Du Corail
10 Pass 490 All Pass

)

Edouard Du Corail

The Rimstedt approach had one thing going for
it: it worked. Most tables were in 2V, some reached
game, but Simon Hult was one of only two players
who found the killing trump lead (the other being Piotr
Marcinowski of Poland, beating the Dutch game, and
winning 6 IMPs instead of losing the same amount
when his teammates stayed in 2%). That was —140,
but +420, so 7 IMPs for Sweden.

The match finished off with two terribly boring
hands, Sweden winning 47-13.

Overall, the match was once more a true thrill to
watch, where Sweden’s aggressive approach had paid
off contrary to France’s more conservative one. We
can very well expect both teams to be on or near the

FRANCE podium at the end of the event.
GOTOPAGE: ] 2 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 17
16 1 9 20 21 22 23 24 25 26
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Ylammens

Under 26 Teams, Round 17

The battle of Giants

In my favourite coffee shop/chess pub/bridge home
and above all card house in Amsterdam the most asked
question by many regulars is “Kees, tell me, what are
you doing for a living?”. They don’t believe me if I tell
them I played bridge 5/6 days a week for over 30 years.
And the last decade, giving up on bridge, I still sit 2/3
days a week at the table for some other card game.
In Samorin [ have all the time to write: for the
bulletin (English, [ believe), on a bridge-blog
(Dutch), my weekly newspaper column (De
Volkskrant) and for some (Dutch) bridge magazines.
On my way to breakfast three captains asked me about
the White House Junior Internationals 2018. Iinformed
them about my retirement as the organiser; 25 years
must be enough. The sponsors remain enthusiastic and
are looking for a boy/girl/woman/man to take up the
work. If that happens I am sure that an announcement
will be made to the junior officials of all NBO'’s.
Pleading guilty to the accusation of chauvinism, I
always prefer to follow matches of Dutch juniors, girls,
schools and kids. However, from a journalistic point
of view the encounter between Poland and France
in Round 17 of the U26 Open drew my attention.
Poland as well as France are two of the greatest bridge
nations in the world. Grand Prix Warsawa, Sopot,
Slupsk and Cino del Duca in Paris, Deauville, Juan-
les-Pins are dear memories of tournaments [ played.in
with much pleasure. The French juniors sta
this EC and were always in the top three
did not fly from the starting blocks and
found their way up to the top five.

Board 1. Dealer North. None Vul.

MAKQI108

Q —

CAKQ92

$Q52
MNJ765 N43
CKJ6S CAQ832
& J & 875
®AKS84 %1093

N2

10974

$10643

SPJ76
West North East South
Nowak Bernard Kazmierzsak Combescure
- 16 Pass Pass
INT 3¢ All Pass

[ am not quite certain that the 1#-opening
by Julien was satisfying. Also, the jump to
3¢ instead of doubling INT was doubtful. Of
course, Baptiste was glad to pass 3<¢; 10 IMPs
to Poland when at the other table 4 # was bid, double
and made.
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Board 3. Dealer South. E/W Vul.

MN852
©Jo4a
Q9732
A9
NAJ1063 N AMAAQ4
10876 K
O K86 w = & A10
* 86 S $KQJ5432
AMKO7
CAQ532
&Jh4a
* 107
West North East South
Nowak Bernard Kazmierzsak Combescure
- - - INT
Pass Pass Dble 290
Pass Pass 3NT All Pass

Nothing special in the bidding after the mini NT.
Woijciech as East had no other option than to try for
3NT himself. After the heart lead for the king he had
to play the club king and the defenders took their four
tricks in hearts for one down. At the other table the
contract was 3NT by West on a diamond lead and no
there was no problem in the play so 12 IMPs to France.

Board 4. Dealer West. All Vul.

»Q

©Q1043

& J863

$*JO62
a87 N MAKJI6
VK962 VA8
CQ1074 Ry = $ 952
*AK4 S #8753

N®d1095432

©J75

O AK

Q10
West North East South
Nowak Bernard Kazmierzsak Combescure
1o Pass 16 Pass
INT Pass 3NT All Pass

North, Julien led a small heart and declarer, Kamil,
took the ace in dummy right away in order to play
a diamond from dummy. After the OK from South,
Baptiste played the ©¥J and when that won the trick
switched to #%Q. Declarer took the ace of clubs and
crossed to dummy with a spade, seeing the queen from

North. A second diamond for the ace from South and
the #%10 was ducked by everyone. A heart was led to
the king. Declarer cashed the %K and played two more
spades, catching North in a club/diamond squeeze.
The interesting point in the defense is if South can
see after #10 that a spade continuation destroys the
communication for the squeeze. That made it France
12 Poland 22. Poland got a little lucky when a no
play 6¢% down two only cost 3 IMPs because 3NT was
also down one. France 15 Poland 27. On the next
board it was the turn for France to bid a tight 6, this
one making, and the French advanced to 28-27. The
Polish juniors struck back immediately:

Board 8. Dealer West. None Vul.

MO8652

K5

O AK®6

S A103
MAQ MK
CAQ9864 ©J1032
& 95 & J32
PKQI9 *J8754

MJ10743

Q7

$ Q10874

%62
West North East South
Nowak Bernard Kazmierzsak Combescure
19 14 3V 4<%
40 Pass Pass 44
5@ 56 Pass Pass
Dble All Pass

After the heart lead, 58 went the obvious one
down. At the other table also a heart was led but
against 4# and that meant 11 IMPs for Poland who
took the lead: 28-39. After the match Julien agreed
sportingly that he should have doubled 5% but +300
would also have been a loss of 3 imps. Poland smelt
victory and went on in the style we are used to from
the ever so successful Polish bridge players. However,
an adventurous action against a 1NT opening, an
aggressive pre-emptive raise and three optimistic
games, unfortunately for Poland not with the wished
for results: -4, -4, -9, -6 and —7 with France playing
a very solid and controlled game, collecting a deserved
58-38 to consolidate their second position.

It is time to watch BBO with Netherlands-Belgium
in the Juniors (The Derby of the low countries) and
Netherlands-France in the Girls, the first of two
matches between these teams on Thursday.
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Board 17. Dealer North. None Vul.

AMK52

V87

& J9

P$KQJIJ532
AMA1076 N AQ943
Y3 W E VAKQ942
CAT764 &3
%9864 S *AT7

NJ8

©YJ1065

OCKQ10852

% 10
West North East South
- et Dble Pass
44 Pass 4NT Pass
5@ Pass oM All Pass

Even | would open 3e% with this North hand. I
understand that East got excited: with #AK fifth and
slam is easy. However France O Netherlands 11.
Belgium-Netherland  juniors: 17-0 after four
boards. It is not that [ cannot stand losing (although
it is not my hobby), but if the Netherlands lose
this match we hear Sam Bahbout all night
explaining with big gestures how he did it!

Board 22. Dealer East. E/W Vul.

MAB8653

VA10754

O -

% 1082
MQJO7 N N104
VKQS86 W E VJo3
O K1094 7653
%9 S K763

AMK2

Q2

OCAQJI82

P$AQJIH4
West North East South
- - Pass 10
Pass 16 Pass et
Pass 3V Pass Jele
Pass 490 Pass 46
Pass Oole All Pass

6e% with a trump-lead might be too difficult to
handle but on th elead of the VK twelve tricks
become visible. The Dutch girl went down in 6,
France tying the match (15-14). The Belgian junior
declarer went down in 5%, the Dutch declarer taking
twelvetricks. The Dutchjuniorsclosethegapandtakethe
lead: 30-17. Thejuniors from Belgian had still some presents
for their neighbours from the north who went on to a big win.




Women Under 26 Teams, Round 16

The Ding Dong Battle

The expression ding-dong refers to the sound
that a school bell makes. That is nothing but the
back and forth motion of the knocker hitting the
bell. When you say that two participants were
involved in a ding-dong battle, what you mean is
that they are involved in a long drawn out battle.
The fight was intense and there were times when
each participant seemed to have the upper hand in
turn. In a ding-dong battle, it is often very difficult
to predict who will emerge the winner. Sometimes
the result is inconclusive. Another expression
which has more or less the same meaning is see-
saw battle. When you sit on a see-saw, you are
up one moment and down the next moment.

In the Girls series, two of the stronger NBOs since it
started in 2004 are France and the Netherlands. The
giants in the Girls series are of course Poland (who
have won the championship three times), nevertheless
it was exciting to be able to follow this battle on
Thursday afternoon in Round 18 as it proved to be a
real Ding-Dong Battle with IMPs going here and there
in large swings.

Board 15. Dealer South. N/S Vul.

Open Room

West North East South
Kolen Coupel Visser Leleu

- - - Pass
Pass Pass 1% 16
Dble 2646 2NT Pass
3¢ Pass 3V Pass
3NT All Pass

3NT could of course be made with East as declarer,
at least when looking at the hand from double-dummy.
Things even looked better when South led the six of
spades. Declarer won with the ten and immediately
put the ten of hearts on the table, that was ducked by
North when she got the count from partner. Another
heart to dummy’s king followed, again ducked by
North. Declarer then tried ace and king of clubs but
when South discarded on the second round there was
no hope, declarer eventually tried a diamond to the
jack and North's queen. But when the defense cleared
spades it was just time for declarer to cash out and
score up one down.

Closed Room

West North East South
Combescure  Bruijnstee Thuillez Wackwitz
Pass Pass 1o 16
Dble Pass 247 Pass
39 Pass 40 All Pass

21

MB8T5 In the Closed Room the French girls chose to play
QCA82 in hearts on the 4-3 fit instead of no trump. North
& Q10 led a spade and when declarer played low South
% 108542 won with the queen and shifted to her singleton club.
NJ32 N aA10 When partner got in on the ace of hearts she made
CKQJ4 W E 01063 sure to give South a ruff in clubs whereupon South
&J6b4 OCK73 just cashed out the ace of diamonds for one down.
73 S P$AKQJO So, the first board that very well might have been a
MKQ964 swing was actually a push. But it didn’t take long until
0975 the first 'Ding’ arrived.
O A982
%6
GOTOPAGE: ] 2 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
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Board 17. Dealer North. None Vul. In the Closed Room North decided to pre-empt in
MK52 first seat with Three Clubs, which brought the French
087 team to slam. North led her king of clubs and there
& J9 was no way for declarer to escape a spade and a club
#KQJ532 loser for one down; 11 IMPs to the Netherlands.
MA1076 N M#Q943
03 W E CAKQ942 Board 18. Dealer East. N/S Vul.
OCAT764 &3 MA9T5
%9864 S * A7 V105
NJ8 & J1095
©J1065 *Q83
OCKQ10852 M132 N M106
% 10 CAQT72 w E “93
O K6 OCA Q843
Open Room *AJ52 S *10974
West North East South MKQJIS8
Kolen Coupel Visser Leleu OKJB864
- Pass 1¥ Pass & 72
16 2e% 4% Pass P K6
44 All Pass
Open Room
North led a trump that ran to the four, eight and West North East South
declarer's ten. Kolen immediately played a small spade Kolen Coupel Visser Leleu
towards the queen. North went up with the king and - - Pass 19
exited with the king of clubs. Declarer won with the Dble INT All Pass
ace, pulled the last trump and, when the hearts didn’t
break there was no way for declarer to make more Closed Room
than 11 tricks. West North East South
Combescure  Bruijnstee Thuillez Wackwitz
Closed Room - - Pass 19
West North East South Pass INT All Pass
Combescure  Bruijnstee Thuillez Wackwitz
- ek Dble Pass Amazingly, neither of the N/S pairs found their 4-4
44 Pass 4NT Pass fit in spades and both came to play in 1NT. Coupel
59 Pass oM All Pass got three rounds of diamonds led against her, dummy

and West pitched hearts, which got East to shift to a
low heart to West's queen. When East then tried a low
club declarer simply ran it to dummy’s king, cashed
the four tricks in spades and the jack of diamonds
before exiting with the ten of hearts to West who was
thrown in and had to give declarer another club trick
for seven tricks in all.

In the Closed Room, the play went exactly the same
for the first three tricks, then Thuillez shifted to the
ten of clubs and that went to dummy’s king and West's
ace. Declarer stood no chance when West played
another club through and East, who won, played a
third round to clear the suit.

The defense had to get the last two tricks for one
down; 5 IMPs to France. It took a while before the
'Dong' arrived.

22| coTopacE: ] 2 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
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Board 22. Dealer East. E/W Vul.

MAB653

CA10754
AMQJO97 a104
CKQ86 ©J9o93
O K1094 & 7653
%9 #K763

AMK?2

Q0 2

CAQJI82

2AQJIH4
Open Room
West North East South
Kolen Coupel Visser Leleu
- - Pass 10
Dble 16 Pass ek
Pass 39 Pass QoY
Pass Sele All Pass

West led the king of hearts. Declarer won with the
ace, ruffed a heart, cashed the ace of diamonds, ruffed
a diamond and ruffed another heart: The king and
ace of spades followed and declarer could no longer
make twelve tricks. Nothing could threaten the game,
however, when declarer who had eight tricks in her
bag could ruff a diamond for the ninth then ruff either
major for the tenth and still had the ace of trumps to
cash for the needed eleven tricks.

Stakes were higher in the Closed Room where they
again bid slam.

Closed Room

West North East South
Combescure  Bruijnstee Thuillez Wackwitz
- - Pass 10

Pass 16 Pass et
Pass 3¥ Pass Jefe
Pass 490 Pass 4H6
Pass Ol All Pass

Wackwitz was on the right track for a very long time
when she won the king of hearts lead with the ace
and then played a spade to the king. Declarer then
put the queen of diamonds on the table and West for
some reason unknown decided to cover with the king,
declarer ruffed. Wackwitz ruffed a heart, cashed the
ace and jack of diamonds and ruffed a diamond to
cash the ace of spades leaving:

a36

V107

<>_

% 10
aQJ N o
v Q8 V J
o W E[G
&9 S #K763

Q_

Q?_

o8

®AQJ5

With eight tricks in the bag you need some skills to
go down at this point. For reasons not known she
decided to run the ten of clubs, which worked fine. A
ruff in spades followed and East discarded. If declarer
now had just exited with her eight of diamonds she
could have hoped for West to get in to be 100% sure
of making the contract and at worst she would have to
guess to finesse or not in trumps. Instead, she cashed
the ace of clubs and when clubs broke 4-1 she was
down since East had to get two trump tricks.

[ bet declarer will lie sleepless and eventually come
to the conclusion that next time she has to play this
ending she will simply ruff a heart then ruff her last
diamond with the ten of clubs to give away a trick to
the king of clubs whenever the defense want it... So
that was a Dong to France with 10 IMPs

But Ding rang very soon...
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Board 23. Dealer South. All Vul.

NJO

Q1095

OCKQ

2QJ952
MAKQ4 N10873
PK643 072
& 862 & J105
A8 % 10743

M652

CAJS

CA9743

P K6
Open Room
West North East South
Kolen Coupel Visser Leleu
- - - 10
Dble 19 Pass INT
Pass 2ol Pass 20
Pass 2NT All Pass

The defense started with four tricks in spades leaving
East on lead. When she returned a heart there was
nothing for declarer to do; she tried the finesse but
also had to lose to the ace of clubs for one down. A
partscore in any contract except spades would have
been better for N/S, but it didn’t matter much when
this was the action from the Closed Room.

Closed Room

West North East South
Combescure  Bruijnstee Thuillez Wackwitz
- - - 10
Dble 2e% Pass 20

20 All Pass

What West was thinking of when bidding Two
Hearts we will never learn. North kicked off with the
king and queen of diamonds and shifted to the queen
of clubs to declarer’s ace.

Declarer, who didn’t get too much right just got
three tricks for five down when the smoke had cleared.
Ding — 12 IMPs to the Netherlands.

Board 26. Dealer East. All Vul.

MKB865

PAQJ1063

& 32
AO7 ®»QJ10
954 VK872
CA64 O K108
P#AQO984 21072

SQJ975

*KJ53
Open Room
West North East South
Kolen Coupel Visser Leleu
- - Pass 10
Pass 19 Pass 16
Pass 46 All Pass

Kolen led the four of hearts, declarer called for the
queen from dummy and East covered with the king.
Declarer ruffed, pulled two rounds of trumps and just
ran all dummy’s hearts. When the defender with the
third spade also had four hearts declarer was able to
pitch three clubs and when another heart was played,
East could ruff but when she did so declarer could
throw her last club so it was a loser on loser play for
ten tricks.

Closed Room

West North East South
Combescure  Bruijnstee Thuillez Wackuwitz
Pass 10 Pass 16

Pass 207 Pass 3ok
Pass 446 All Pass

One might think that the story would be repeated
in the Closed Room when also Wackwitz got the four
of hearts lead and East covered dummy’s ten with
the king. However, declarer now ducked a trump to
East's ten, whereupon the defense immediately played
a diamond to the ace, cashed the ace of clubs and
played a diamond to the king for one down.

Dong — 12 IMPs to France.

It would have been seriously interesting to see how
declarer would have played the board if East in tempo
had ducked dummy’s heart at trick one. That would
have been a real challenge and a very nice attempt to
defend the contract.

This Ding-Dong battle from the Girl Series eventually
ended 33-32 in favour of France!
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W DIBR OR WOTTD DIBD B
bylBriaalocnion .

This deal from Round 18 of the U26 Open saw
many Easts with a crucial decision at trick one — to
duck or not to duck?

Board 26. Dealer East. All Vul.

AKS65

VAQJ1063

$32

*6
a97 AQJ10
V954 VK872
OA64 WS K108
#AQ984 S #1072

AAL32

Q?_

$QJ975

#KJ53

The field got to 4#, usually played by South. If the
defence managed to cash its side-suit winners the

it

contract, of course, had to fail. Eleven Wests led either
the four or five of hearts and declarer, of course, put
in the ten or queen. At eight tables, the contract was
successful, which probably means that East put in the
king. That was ruffed and declarer could cash the top
spades then run the hearts, throwing clubs from hand
and conceding just one spade and two diamonds.

Three declarers went down, which should mean that
three Easts found the duck. Now declarer played ace
of hearts and ruffed one, hoping to bring down king
to three with West. This was, of course, unsuccessful.
It is, | suppose, possible that declarer messed up even
after getting the cover of the VK but, assuming that
not to be the case, the three successful Easts who
found the duck were Alex Roberts of England, Oren
Toledano of Israel and Nathan Doyle of Ireland.

Did any declarer play for this heart position and
make 4# despite East ducking the heart? If so, we'd
love to hear about it.




Czech Bridge Association, Gymnasium Uh. Hradiste and Bridge Club Uh. Hradiste
consider it an honor to invite you to the
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vV 30110312

The tournament is held as the Open Junior and School Team Championship of the
Czech Republic. The playing system and number of sessions will be adjusted
according to the number of the teams. Side pair’s tournament is on Saturday
afternoon. The tournament is suitable for intermediate+ level.

Registration Thursday (November 30™) at 19:00
Beginning of the first round Thursday (November 30™) at 20:00
Assumed final ceremony Sunday (December 3™) at 12:30

Accommodation:
In a local hostel (at the playing area)
e 13 EUR per person/night — shower and WC in the rooms.
In Uherské Hradisté (about 7 km from Hluk)
o Hotel Slunce (cca 80 EUR per double room with breakfast)
¢ Hotel Grand (www.grand-uh.cz) (cca 60 EUR per double room with breakfast)

Requests for accommodation address to (up to the November 11)
Michal Kralik tel. +420 775 640 545
kralik.preklady@tiscali.cz, kralik.preklady@gmail.com

Food: Multiple choices in a restaurant for lunch and dinner,
4-8 EUR per meal
Breakfast upon request (2 EUR), but supermarket is nearby

Entry fee: 40 EUR per team, payment in Euro acceptable
For registration, please use the form:
http://www.bkuh.eu/mistrovstvi/

Conditions Teams of four to six members born on 1.1.1992
of contest: and younger

o Meminiighoanitp ¢
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VNDER 26 RESULTS

ROUND 17
1 DENMARK ROMANIA 51 3 19.28 0.72
2 PORTUGAL GERMANY 27 43 5.58 14.42
3  FRANCE POLAND 58 38 15.26 4.74
4  ESTONIA TURKEY 24 29 8.42 11.58
5  CROATIA ENGLAND 32 13 15.06 4.94
6  SCOTLAND ITALY 25 19 11.87 8.13
7  HUNGARY SWEDEN 9 32 4.15 15.85
8  BELGIUM SERBIA 33 27 11.87 8.13
9  ISRAEL CZECH REPUBLIC 25 33 7.56 12.44
10 NORWAY AUSTRIA 30 17 13.72 6.28
11 LATVIA SPAIN 62 17 18.98 1.02
12 SLOVAKIA GREECE 7 31 3.97 16.03
13 NETHERLANDS IRELAND 67 7 20.00 0.00
14  RUSSIA Bye 0 0 12 0.00
ROVND 18
1 SLOVAKIA AUSTRIA 33 13 15.26 4.74
2 ISRAEL IRELAND 23 48 3.79 16.21
3 BELGIUM NETHERLANDS 17 48 2.81 17.19
4  HUNGARY GREECE 14 68 0.17 19.83
5  ITALY LATVIA 27 25 10.66 9.34
6  ENGLAND NORWAY 50 16 17.63 2.37
7  CZECHREPUBLIC  TURKEY 21 48 3.45 16.55
8  SERBIA POLAND 4 37 2.51 17.49
9  SWEDEN GERMANY 59 3 19.99 0.01
10 DENMARK SCOTLAND 30 30 10.00 10.00
11 RUSSIA CROATIA 30 18 13.48 6.52
12 ESTONIA ROMANIA 87 0 2000 0.00
13 PORTUGAL FRANCE 31 60 3.12 16.88
14  SPAIN Bye 0 0 12 0.00
ROVND 19
1 SCOTLAND SERBIA 21 45 3.97 16.03
2 CZECHREPUBLIC  CROATIA 54 1 19.74 0.26 RANKING AFTer roowy 20
3 NORWAY ESTONIA 32 53 4.54 15.46
4  LATVIA FRANCE 18 22 8.72 11.28 1 SWEDEN 299.78
5  GREECE PORTUGAL 38 29 12.71 7.29 2 FRANCE 289.53
6  NETHERLANDS ROMANIA 75 18 20.00 0.00 3  ENGLAND 274.44
7  RUSSIA IRELAND 64 21 18.76 1.24 4  NETHERLANDS 264.42
8  DENMARK SLOVAKIA 21 23 9.34 10.66 5  POLAND 255.42
9  GERMANY SPAIN 53 30 15.85 4.15 6  DENMARK 243.11
10  AUSTRIA POLAND 47 31 14.42 5.58 7 ITALY 232.77
11  ISRAEL TURKEY 41 19 15.66 4.34 8  NORWAY 229.80
12 ENGLAND BELGIUM 35 13 15.66 4.34 9  CZECH REPUBLIC 226.61
13 HUNGARY ITALY 34 43 7.29 12.71 10 ISRAEL 217.27
14  SWEDEN Bye 0 0 12 0.00 11 TURKEY 214.68
12 GREECE 210.71
13 RUSSIA 208.05
ROUND 20 14  SLOVAKIA 207.41
1 ISRAEL HUNGARY 34 14 15.26 4.74 15 BELGIUM 206.64
2 ITALY AUSTRIA 49 7 18.65 1.35 16  ESTONIA 192.55
3 ENGLAND SPAIN 42 5 18.04 1.96 17  SCOTLAND 188.26
4  TURKEY SLOVAKIA 35 11 16.03 3.97 18 LATVIA 186.36
5  POLAND [RELAND 71 23 19.28 0.72 19 CROATIA 186.28
6  GERMANY NETHERLANDS 20 29 7.29 12.71 20 SERBIA 184.68
7  GREECE DENMARK 15 38 4.15 15.85 21  AUSTRIA 180.40
8  LATVIA RUSSIA 24 35 6.77 13.23 22  GERMANY 164.48
9  NORWAY ROMANIA 72 15 20.00 0.00 23  HUNGARY 163.10
10 PORTUGAL CZECH REPUBLIC 35 20 14.19 5.81 24  IRELAND 136.00
11  FRANCE SERBIA 51 3 19.28 0.72 25  PORTUGAL 124.25
12 SWEDEN ESTONIA 28 11 14.64 5.36 26  SPAIN 78.97
13 CROATIA SCOTLAND 16 27 6.77 13.23 27 ROMANIA 69.03
14 BELGIUM Bye 0 0 12 0.00
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ROUND 21

BELGIUM

CZECH REPUBLIC
FINLAND
HUNGARY
TURKEY
SLOVAKIA
IRELAND
NORWAY
NETHERLANDS

ROUND 22

TURKEY
SLOVAKIA
IRELAND
HUNGARY
NORWAY

CZECH REPUBLIC
FINLAND
BELGIUM

ISRAEL

ROUND 23

GERMANY
NETHERLANDS
FRANCE
POLAND
ISRAEL

ITALY

SWEDEN
BULGARIA
ENGLAND

ROUND 24

NETHERLANDS
ENGLAND
FRANCE
POLAND
ISRAEL

ITALY

SWEDEN
BULGARIA
GERMANY

ROUND 25

FINLAND
NORWAY
TURKEY
SLOVAKIA
CZECH REPUBLIC
HUNGARY
BELGIUM
IRELAND
SWEDEN

YNDER 21 RESVLTS

GERMANY
ENGLAND
FRANCE
POLAND
ISRAEL
ITALY
SWEDEN
BULGARIA
Bye

GERMANY
NETHERLANDS
ENGLAND
FRANCE
POLAND

ITALY

SWEDEN
BULGARIA

Bye

HUNGARY
BELGIUM

CZECH REPUBLIC
IRELAND
NORWAY
TURKEY
SLOVAKIA
FINLAND

Bye

CZECH REPUBLIC
FINLAND
NORWAY
BELGIUM
SLOVAKIA
IRELAND
HUNGARY
TURKEY

Bye

GERMANY
NETHERLANDS
ENGLAND
FRANCE
POLAND
ISRAEL

ITALY
BULGARIA

Bye

36
40
52
36
15

50
32

31
40
38
58
46
73
52
31

14.54
12.83
14.54
11.50
0.45
1.56
0.00
11.50

2.32
2.16
2.00
8.86
4.71
9.23
4.48
5.20

17.68
15.05
20.00
16.78
12.83

7.49
15.97
14.54

13.43
13.14
11.14
19.33
14.80
20.00
19.66
14.00

4.25
14.00
3.61
6.28
4.95
6.00
9.23
0.00
12
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5.46
7.17
5.46
8.50
19.55
18.44
20.00
8.50
0.00

17.68
17.84
18.00
11.14
15.29
10.77
15.52
14.80

0.00

2.32
4.95
0.00
3.22
7.17
12.51
4.03
5.46
0.00

6.57
6.86

0.67
5.20
0.00
0.34
6.00
0.00

15.75

6.00
16.39
13.72
15.05
14.00
10.77
20.00

0.00

RANKING AFTer rovnw 25
1 ENGLAND 352.57
2 GERMANY 342.34
3 NETHERLANDS 338.59
4 FRANCE 338.21
5 ITALY 332.08
6  SWEDEN 328.95
7 ISRAEL 327.83
8 BULGARIA 326.30
9 POLAND 305.30
10 FINLAND 234.56
11 CZECH REPUBLIC 226.74
12 NORWAY 204.70
13 TURKEY 177.06
14 SLOVAKIA 142.81
15 BELGIUM 118.78
16 HUNGARY 111.67
17 IRELAND 89.51




WOMEN VNDER 26 RESULTS

ROUND 17
41 CZECHREPUBLIC  NORWAY 27 39 652 1348
42  HUNGARY GERMANY 46 6 1841 1.59
43 FRANCE LATVIA 39 23 1442 5.58
44  ENGLAND NETHERLANDS 22 36 6.04  13.96
45 TURKEY POLAND 27 38 6.77  13.23
ROUND 18
41 CZECHREPUBLIC  LATVIA 32 32 1000  10.00
42  GERMANY ENGLAND 26 30 872  11.28
43  NORWAY POLAND 41 13 16.72 3.28
44  TURKEY HUNGARY 38 18 1526 4.74
45 FRANCE NETHERLANDS 33 32  10.33 9.67
ROUND 19
41  NETHERLANDS NORWAY 28 18 1297 7.03
42  HUNGARY POLAND 4 40 209 1791 RANKING AFTer roonw 20
43 LATVIA CZECHREPUBLIC 42 13  16.88 3.12
44  FRANCE TURKEY 32 45 6.28 13.72 1 NETHERLANDS 264.93
45 ENGLAND GERMANY 52 19 17.49 251 2  POLAND 232.29
3 ENGLAND 229.22
4  TURKEY 226.62
ROUND 20 5  HUNGARY 225.90
41 NETHERLANDS FRANCE 33 19 139 6.04 g ;%“RI\“A%( 211903'1‘;
42 CZECHREPUBLIC  GERMANY 26 3 1585 4.15 % C7ECH REPUBLIC 191 98
43 POLAND ENGLAND 8 21 6.28  13.72 5  LATUA 11739
44  TURKEY NORWAY 37 13 16.03 3.97 10 GERMANY 106,99
45 HUNGARY LATVIA 32 6  16.38 3.62 '
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WINTER GAMES 2018

Il European Transnational Open Teams
Monaco, 17 - 23 February 2018

150 000 Euros Plav
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