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Norway’s VIKING GIRLS (Aase Langeland, Ann-Mari Mirkovic, Gunn Helness, Ida Wennevold, Ranja 
Sivertsvik, Tonje Aasand Brogeland and playing captain Virginia Chediak) defended their top spot 
after the qualifying Swiss, winning all their matches in the final to finish with a score of 102.32 VPs. 

In second place with 87.16 VPs are Poland’s MASA OF MAGIC (Agnieszka Pietrzyk, Monika Sautaux, 
Sabina Grzejdziak and playing captain Anna Kreglewska). 

Third place went to Germany’s GLAM SLAM QUEENS (Anja Alberti, Barbara Hackett, Beatrix 
Wodniansky, Gerda Heinrichs, Ingrid Gromann, Karin Wenning and captain Annaig Della Monta) who 
scored 84.83 VPs.

IT’S SETTLED
VIKING GIRLS UNDEFEATED IN FINAL
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Anja ALBERTI

Ingrid GROMANN

Beatrix WODNIANSKY

Annaig DELLA MONTA (captain)

Barbara HACKETT

Karin WENNING

Gerda HEINRICHS

2nd PLACE: MASA OF MAGIC

3rd PLACE: GLAM SLAM QUEENS

Agnieszka PIETRZYK Sabina GRZEJDZIAKMonika SAUTAUX Anna KREGLEWSKA (pc)
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VIKING GIRLS UNDEFEATED IN FINAL

It is fortunate to be favored

Going into Sunday’s 56-board final, VIKING GIRLS had 
a slim lead over CALEDONIA. They started out against 
sixth-place ICEQUEENS and emerged with a 30–1 win, 
giving them insurance for the rest of the day. The last board 
of the match was a big pick up.

Board 8. Dealer West. None Vul.
			  [	 K 2
			  ]	 4 3
			  {	 J 6 5
			  }	 A K Q 8 7 6
	[	 A			   [	 7 5 4 3
	]	 A Q 8 7 5 2			  ]	 K 10 6
	{	 9 4			   {	 Q 10 8 7 3
	}	 10 4 3 2			   }	 J
			  [	 Q J 10 9 8 6
			  ]	 J 9
			  {	 A K 2
			  }	 9 5

	West	 North	 East	 South
	Gudnadottir	 Mirkovic	 Jonsdottir	 Helness

	2](1)	 3}	 3]	 3[
	Pass	 4[	 All Pass

1) Intermediate: 10–13 HCP, six hearts

East–West can make 4], so bidding 4[ is not a bad 
save even at these colors. It’s difficult to find a penalty 
double with either E–W hand, so going for minus 500 
North–South is unlikely. 

West led the ]A, East playing the ]6 and South 
falsecarding with the ]J. West continued with the ]7 to 
East’s king, South following with the ]9. The defense can 
prevail if East switches to her }J, West has trump control 
and can give her partner a ruff for the setting trick. Perhaps 
East read the 7-spot as preference for the higher-ranking 
suit, so she switched to the {3. Declarer won with the ace 
and played a spade, unblocking the king in dummy under 
West’s ace. She won the diamond return, drew trumps and 
claimed. 

West, looking at four clubs and a singleton spade, might 
find the play of a club at trick two, hoping to kill the dummy, 
which has limited entries to the long clubs.

At the other table, the auction also started with 2], 
8–11 HCP, and proceeded 3}–3]–4[; all pass. Sivertsvik 
started with the ]A to the 3, 6 and 9 but switched to the 

{9 at trick two. Haraldsdottir won and played a spade, 
but didn’t find the key unblock of the king. When West 
continued with a diamond, declarer played another spade 
to dummy and found she had no good way back to her 
hand.

Wisdom is welcome

Versus HWBT, Ida Wennevold scored a game swing on 
this deal:

Board 29. Dealer North. All Vul.
			  [	 K Q 3
			  ]	 A 4
			  {	 8 7 2
			  }	 A 9 8 6 3
	[	 10 4 2			   [	 J 8
	]	 K 9 8 7 5			   ]	 J 10
	{	 Q 3			   {	 J 10 6 5 4
	}	 K 10 5			   }	 Q J 7 2
			  [	 A 9 7 6 5
			  ]	 Q 6 3 2
			  {	 A K 9
			  }	 4

	West	 North	 East	 South
	Zalai	 Langeland	 Tichy	 Wennevold

		 1}	 Pass	 1[
	Pass	 1NT	 Pass	 2{(1)
	Pass	 2[	 Pass	 4[
	All Pass

1) Artificial GF

West led the [2, won in dummy with the king. Seeing 
the need to ruff a heart, Wennevold next played the ]A and 
another heart to East’s jack. Tichy tried to get the diamond 
suit going, exiting with the {6, but declarer won with the 
{A, played a spade to the queen, diamond back to hand 
and ruffed a heart with the [3. Next came the }A and a 
club ruff, pulling the last trump and claiming 10 tricks. At the 
other table, 4[ was played by North and went down one 
when declarer, on a diamond lead, didn’t pull any trumps and 
got their heart overruffed. 

Half of the field went down in 4[.

Against GLAM SLAM QUEENS, the availability of 
a weak two-bid in diamonds helped the VIKING GIRLS’ 
defense.

Amy Casanova
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Board 36. Dealer West. All Vul.
			  [	 K 10 9 7 5 3 2
			  ]	 K 4
			  {	 Q 2
			  }	 Q J
	[	 J			   [	 Q 8 6
	]	 9 7 6			   ]	 Q 10 5 3
	{	 K J 10 6 5 3		  {	 A
	}	 A 3 2			   }	 9 8 7 6 4
			  [	 A 4
			  ]	 A J 8 2
			  {	 9 8 7 4
			  }	 K 10 5

	West	 North	 East	 South
	Wennevold	 Alberti	 Helness	 Wodniansky

	2{	 2[	 Pass	 3{
	Pass	 3[	 Pass	 4[
	All Pass

Helness led her singleton {A and, upon seeing her 
partner’s suit-preference {3, led the }9 to Wennevold’s 
ace. She cashed the {K and gave her partner a ruff for a 
quick down one.

At the other table, 2{ was not available for Karin 
Wenning, as they play Multi. At all red, the West hand is 
not good enough for 1 or 3{, so Wenning passed. Chediak 
opened 1[ and Sivertsvik bid a natural, game-forcing 2{, 
making the lead of the {A unappealing for Gromann. 

The runners-up, MASA OF MAGIC, picked up 14 IMPs 
against YORKSHIREPUDDINGS when Sabina Grzejdziak 

and Anna Kreglewska bid and made 6}, one of only two 
pairs to do so.

Board 28. Dealer West. N/S Vul.
			  [	 7 5
			  ]	 K Q 7 6 5
			  {	 7 6 2
			  }	 A 9 3
	[	 A 10 6 2			   [	 K
	]	 10 8 4			   ]	 A 2
	{	 A Q 10			   {	 K J 9 5 4
	}	 Q 10 7			   }	 K J 8 6 5
			  [	 Q J 9 8 4 3
			  ]	 J 9 3
			  {	 8 3
			  }	 4 2

	West	 North	 East	 South
	Grzejdziak	 Gibson	 Kreglewska	 Murphy

	1NT(1)	 Pass	 3[(2)	 Pass
	4NT(3)	 Pass	 6}	 All Pass

1) 11–14
2) Short [, 5–4 or better in the minors
3) Asking for longer minor

Even in an eight-team field, the difference in systems 
made for a variety of contracts. 1} was typically overcalled 
1] by North and those who ended up in 3NT East–West 
were down one on a heart lead.

NO BONES ABOUT IT
During the EBL Online Women’s Teams, Andy Bowles of 

RealBridge briefly visited a table to check something. “While I 
was there, I noticed someone standing behind a player watching, 
which would be a breach of the Conditions of Contest,” he said. 
“I was about to tell a director about it, but then I had another look. 
It was, in fact, a skeleton.”
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THIS ROUND’S ON ME
In the Group A Final of the European Online Women’s 

Teams Championships, two declarers found their way 
home in 4[ – Gai Maman of BEAUTIFUL ISRAEL and 
Pearl Murphy of YORKSHIREPUDDINGS. 

Board 23. Dealer South. All Vul.
			  [	 Q 9
			  ]	 8
			  {	 10 9 6 4 3 2
			  }	 Q J 10 3
	[	 A 8 2			   [	 10 7 6 5 4
	]	 Q 7 5			   ]	 A 10 2
	{	 A K 7			   {	 J 8
	}	 A 8 5 4			   }	 K 9 6
			  [	 K J 3
			  ]	 K J 9 6 4 3
			  {	 Q 5
			  }	 7 2

	West	 North	 East	 South
	Maman	 Gromann	 Abramov	 Wenning

	Murphy	 Ingolfsdottir	 Gibson	 H. Bender

	—	 —	 —	 2]
	2NT	 Pass	 3]	 Pass
	3[	 Pass	 3NT	 Pass
	4[	 All Pass	

After identical auctions, both Wests took a preference 
to the 4[ contract, although on the layout 3NT is perhaps 
easier. The lead at both tables was the ]8. Fearing heart 
ruffs, West rose with the ]A to play trumps immediately, 
leading the [4 to the 3, ace and 9 and another spade to 
the [Q, 5 and overtaken with the [K by South. At this 
point, it’s best for the defense to cash the [J and exit with 
a club, but cashing winners usually seems like the right 
thing to do. When South takes their [J and ]K, however, 
North is forced to discard uncomfortably from their minor-
suit holdings. Maman and Murphy both took advantage 
of this, winning the return (the }7 and ]J, respectively) 
crossing to dummy with the }K to play two more rounds 
of spades, completing the minor-suit squeeze on North. 

Both triumphant declarers get extra credit for scoring 
the last trick with the {7.

BEAUTIFUL ISRAEL only picked up 1 IMP for their 
effort, as their counterparts, Beatrix Wodniansky and Anja 
Alberti of GLAM SLAM QUEENS stayed in the safe 3NT.

Amy Casanova

Team MATAN

Team VALKYRIE

Team ESPANOLAS
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NICOLA SMITH: 
BETTER THAN LUCKY

Few players have the rich background of 
multiple world champion English bridge player 
Nicola Smith. She is daughter of Nico Gardener, 
who, along with Victor Mollo, wrote “Card Play 
Technique: The Art of Being Lucky,” one of 
the most beloved bridge books of all time. Her 
mother, Patricia, also played and represented 
Britain internationally. 

At age 11, they deemed Nicola “ready to cope” 
with both bridge and homework, and by age 16, 
she played in her first international tournament, 
with Nico as her partner. When asked if she 
ever disagreed or argued with her father about a 
bridge hand or concept, she said, “I didn’t dare! I 
partnered him at the Deauville tournament when 
I was 16 and in the spring fours when I was 18. 
He was a joy to partner.” They won the Deauville 
teams, her first international tournament. Nicola 
was ready for the pressure. “Hand on heart, it 
didn’t worry me that much,” she remembers. “I 
was learning and eager to improve so I wouldn’t 
make the same mistake again. I was very lucky 
with my partners, who made my life easy as a young player.”

Since then, Nicola has amassed an impressive list of 
wins, including 16 world medals, the most won by any 
woman. She was appointed Member of the Order of the 
British Empire by Queen Elizabeth in 1995 and elected to 
the European Bridge League Hall of Fame in 2017. 

Nicola’s 
parents were 
alive to see their 
daughter become 
one of the 
leading British 
players. “They 
were enthusiastic 
for me and 
my successes. 
Although my 
father did think I 
played too much 
bridge!

“People often ask me why I became a bridge player, 
and I reply, ‘osmosis.’ I heard it being discussed over my 
crib and I didn’t stand a chance!”

Nicola worked in publishing at Hodder and Stoughton 
for three years. “Then my father prevailed upon me to take 
over from him and run the London School of Bridge. I 
did train for some years as a healer, but didn’t take it up 
professionally.” She and her husband, Jonathan Smith, 
have two adult children, who are “the highlight of my 
life, along with winning a number of European and world 
championships.”

Nicola, who will be 76 the day after the tournament 
ends, keeps up with the times (she’s even a Swifty!). “I like 
to discuss bidding and new ideas. Nothing more important 
for me,” she said. “I like to be always open to new ideas 
and understandings – I simply love the game and the fact 
that it’s ever-changing.” She even has “gotten used to” 
online bridge. “It was a saviour during Covid. RealBridge is 
fun – thank you, Shireen, for bringing it to us plebs.”

Amy Casanova

Nicola Smith
Photo by Peter Hasenson
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Ready to Play in Poznań?
Join us from 21 June to 5 July 2025 for the 11th European Transnational 
Bridge Championships in Poznań, Poland!

Many events to choose from! 
Teams, Pairs, Board-A-Match...

Categories
Open, Women, Mixed, Seniors

Looking for a partner or teammates? 
Visit our Partnership Desk!

Partnership Desk Info & Registration

http://www.eurobridge.org/partnership-desk/
http://db.eurobridge.org/repository/competitions/25Poznan/microsite/Information.htm

	Button1: 


