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11)aszczak (Slawomir BAK, Andrzej JASZCZAK, Apolinary KOWALSKI, Krzysztof MARTENS,
Marek SZYMANOWSKI, Piotr TUSZYNSKI captain) recorded a convincing victory over
Denmark (Jorgen Cilleborg HANSEN, Dorthe SCHALTZ, Peter SCHALTZ, Steen SCHOU)
in the final of the Senior Teams and these two were joined on the podium by the bronze
medallists, Dutch Seniors (Willem GOSSCHALK, Jan KOLEN, Willem VAN EIJCK, Jan VERHEES,
Marie Louise GOSSCHALK-KAMERLING) and T3M (Mariusz BARTKOWSKI, Tomasz SIELICKI,
Marek WITEK, Marek WOJCICKI captain).

In the Mixed Teams, Ashe stormed into the final, but Ferm were made to battle hard

before they joined them.
Going into the final day, Dutchies lead the BAM ahead of Mossop and SV Bridge Club. WW% ‘z's’m’éc{a,q
In the Mixed Pairs semifinal A, Adam Grossack and Emma Kolesnik kept their overnight to Francisco BERNAL
lead, followed by Ho-Yee So and Kelvin Ng and Chris Willenken and Olivia Schireson. .
Jacek Pszczola and May Sakr won semifinal B. (Colombia)
In the Senior Pairs semifinal A, Roman Kierznowski and Wlodzimierz and
Wala finished ahead of Alain Kaplan and Guy Polet and Marek Witek Elzbieta LIS
and Mariusz Bartowski. Piotr Bizon and Marek Blat topped semifinal B.
Gunnar Hallberg was inducted into the EBL Hall of Fame. (Poland)!
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Prize Giving

The prize giving will take place immediately
after the end of the Final.

LOOK FOR THE BACKDROP
opposite the main entrance of the playing
area on the first floor

Registration

The registration desk will be open:
» on Friday 27 June 2025 from 10:00 to 19:00
e on Saturday 28 June from 8:30 to 9:55

Important:
Late arrivals may lead to refusal to play.
It is each player’s responsibility to allow sufficient time for registration.

Day 7 Schedule

B Mixed Teams Finals

Stanza 1 14 boards  10.00-12.00
Stanza 2 14 boards 12.45-14.45
Stanza 3 14 boards  15.05-17.05
Stanza 4 14 boards 17.25-19.25

B BAM Finals A&B
Round 1 16 boards  10.00-12.25
Round 2 16 boards  13.15-15.40
Round 3 21 boards  15.55-18.55* Aonly

. Mixed Pairs Finals A&B
Round 1 16 boards  10.00-12.25
Round 2 16 boards  13.15-15.40
Round 3 16 boards  15.55-18.20* A only

. Senior Pairs Finals A&B
Round 1 16 boards  10.00-12.25
Round 2 16 boards  13.15-15.40
Round 3 16 boards  15.55 - 18.05 *A only
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BAM Format

THE MAXIMUM NUMBER OF DROP-INS FROM THE MIXED TEAMS SEMIFINALS IS 2
THE MINIMUM NUMBER OF DROP-INS IS 1
THE MINIMUM NUMBER OF QUALIFIERS FROM QUALIFICATION TO FINALAIS 16

THE DROP-IN TEAM(S) WILL BE AWARDED A CARRY-OVER OF TWO BOARDS

THE QUALIFIERS WILL BE AWARDED A LINEAR CARRY-OVER EQUAL TO FOUR
BOARDS TO THE LEADERS AND 0 TO THE LAST

THERE WILL BE A FINAL B OVER TWO SESSION IF THE NUMBERS ALLOW FOR IT:
YOU'RE REQUIRED TO TELL US IF YOU DO NOT WANT TO PLAY OTHERWISE WE AS-
SUME THAT YOU WILL

TIME SCHEDULE

SESSION 1 - 15 BOARDS —-10.00 - 12.15
SESSION 2 - 15 BOARDS - 13.00 - 15.15

SESSION 3 - 21 BOARDS - 15.30 - 18.30

Line-Up

The home team has seating rights in stanzas 1 and 3.
The visiting team has seating rights in stanzas 2 and 4.
The time limit for the first line up is tomorrow morning at 9:00 am.

http://lineup.eurobridge.org:8222/scorinqutil/LineUpSystem.asp

Line-Up

2"Y Small Federations Online Open Teams
Online on RealBridge = 2 - 5 October and 9 - 12 October, 2025

RealBridge



http://lineup.eurobridge.org:8222/scoringutil/LineUpSystem.asp
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; Polskie ttumaczenie tych informacji znajduje sie na nastepnej stronie.

Important Notice (1)

The EBL System Policy was changed some months ago to harmonise with the WBF System
Policy. However, some change was not reported yet on the version published on the EBL
website.

Please take note that the following part:
2.2 HUM Systems

) By partnership agreement an opening bid at the one level may be made with 7
high card points or less.

is not valid anymore, replaced by:
) By partnership agreement an opening bid at the one level in either 1st or 2nd seat
that may be made with 7 high card points or less.

Important Notice (2)

Please take note of the following part of the EBL System Policy (2.4f):

f) For the avoidance of doubt an opening bid of one club which may be made on a
doubleton or singleton club and which is ostensibly natural and non-forcing should be
regarded as natural.

Which means you are not allowed to use a multi 2 diamond overcall over it.
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Sz

e E The English translation is available on the previous page.

Wazne informacja (1)

Polityka Systemowa EBL zostata zmieniona kilka miesiecy temu w celu ujednolicenia z
Politykg Systemowg WBF. Jednakze pewna zmiana nie zostata jeszcze uwzgledniona w
wersji opublikowanej na stronie internetowej EBL.

Prosimy zwréci¢ uwage, ze nastepujgcy fragment:
2.2 Systemy HUM

) Zgodnie z umowg partnerskg, otwarcie na poziomie jeden moze by¢ wykonane z 7
punktami honorowymi lub mniej.

nie jest juz wazny, oraz zostat zastgpiony przez:
¢) Zgodnie z umowg partnerska, otwarcie na poziomie jeden na pierwszej lub drugiej rece
moze by¢ wykonane z 7 punktami honorowymi lub mniej.

Wazne informacja (2)

Prosze zwrdci¢ uwage na nastepujacy fragment Zasad Systemowych EBL (punkt 2.4f):

f) Dla unikniecia watpliwosci, otwarcie jedno trefl, ktére moze by¢ wykonane z dubletonem
lub singletonem treflowym, a ktére jest pozornie naturalne i nienaktaniajgce do
odpowiedzi, powinno byc traktowane jako naturalne.

Oznacza to, ze nie wolno stosowac kontry 2 karo typu multi przeciwko takiemu
otwarciu.
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Mixed Teams Bracket

ROUND1 ~ ROUND2 ~ ROUND3 ~ ROUND4  TOTAL
YOSHKA 6 40 37 23 106
FERM 50 31 21 37 139
SZPILKA 32 20 40 24 116
ASHE 29 57 53 33 173

Senior Teams Bracket

DENMARK 23 Xe) 4 6 52

11JASZCZAK 9 52 38 11 110

'WORLD BRIDGE TOUR

Sl
%@Tv@s

vilniuscup.o

e

Dear Friends! - e T sl

We are delighted to invite you to Vilnius, Lithuania!

* Professional team of tournament directors from Poland!
* Comfortable environment for players and kibitzers!

* Lots of exciting gameplay - over 160 boards in 3 days!

e Staggering 15 000 euro in prizemoney!

* Vilnius Cup - World Bridge Tour Event!

Find more information on BridgeScanner.com.
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Ranking

BAM — AFTER ROUND 24

1 DUTCHIES 218.80
2 MOSSOP 217.40
S SV BRIDGE CLUB 210.40
4 GUPTA 207.80
5 OTRA VEZ 205.80
6 THE IMMIGRANTS 205.60
7 NYA BRIDGESKOLAN 204.80
8 EDMONDS 203.80
) CIAPA 202.20
10 MCALLISTER 201.40
11 VALIO 200.70
12 CASSIO 200.60
13 JANICE 199.80
14 DING 198.80

MAURITIUS MIXED 198.80
16 GROUP ONE TEAM 197.80
17 MINITER 197.40
18 TELEDIAGNOSIS 195.00
19 SUSHI BELT 194.80

PARTNERS IN CRIME 194.80
21 SHOURIE 194.50
22 PARIS EST MAGIQUE 193.80
23 CONTRACT KILLERS 193.60
24 TEAM NETTLETON 192.80
25 BERNAL 190.90
26 OFFSHAPE 186.80
27 MSV 185.00
28 MULTON 184.80
29 FULL DECK 183.80
30 EXS 180.80
Sill WHAT A DAY 179.60
32 OOST WEST DS BEST 179.50
88 TURNIPS 176.40
34 ABRUKA 171.00
85 LYSY BILBO 170.00
36 BRENO 162.00
S ZYM 156.80
38 MALUISH 151.40

World championship books @ ¢

Championships books are subsi- Older championship books are 16" WORLD BRIDGE GAMES

dised by the World Bridge Fede- on sale at the Jannersten stall for
ration and it should therefore not €10 (1% floor in the play area).
come as a surprise that these

books offer a wealth of good read The special offer is only valid for
for relatively small money. The the 1990-2016 books so long as
summary of the Buenos Aires stock lasts.

event (2024) is no exception, €35

for 320 pages in large fornat.

BUENOS AIRES
ARGENTINA 2024
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Ranking

MIXED SEMIFINAL A (After Round 6)

1 GROSSACK Adam KOLESNIK Emma USA - USA 58.73
2 SO Ho-Yee NG Kelvin TPE - SIN 56.92
3 WILLENKEN Chris SCHIRESON Olivia USA - USA 55.01
4 BEKKOUCHE Nadia DANIELSEN Flemming DEN - DEN 54.98
5 YAVAS Dilek KAYA Emre TUR - TUR 54.67
6 WROBEL Michal PIETRZYK Agnieszka POL - POL 54.24
7 WIANKOWSKI Piotr WIANKOWSKA Agnieszka POL - POL 54.22
8 JANSMA Jan JANSMA Aida NED - NED 54.12
9 BYLUND Dan STROMBERG Helena SWE - SWE 53.97
10 BASARAN Berk OZGUR Hatice TUR - TUR 53.67
11 SIVERTSVIK Ranja BOGO Kaare NOR - NOR 53.15
12 SJODAL Sofie Grasholt HEIBERG-EVENSTAD Nicolai NOR - NOR 52.93
13 KRYSA Adam LUCKA Dominika POL - POL 52.74
14 CHARLSEN Thomas DE BOTTON Janet NOR - ENG 52.63
15 SAWICKA Malgorzata ZAKRZEWSKI Andrzej POL - POL 52.55
16 MAUBERQUEZ Erick MONOD Emmanuelle FRA - FRA 52.55
17 MIHAI Geta MIHAI Radu ROM - ROM 52.39
18 AYAZ llker ACAR Asli TUR - TUR 51.76
19 BREKKA Geir LINDSTROEM Mona NOR - NOR 51.70
20 MIRKOVIC Ann-Mari OLSEN Svein Arild Naas NOR - NOR 51.65
21 LIU Carrie SILIN Maxim USA - USA 51.44
22 HELNESS Gunn HELNESS Fredrik NOR - NOR 51.40
23 BESTRZYNSKI Olech STACHOWIAK-KLUZ Justyna POL - POL 51.30
24 HNATOVA Daniela VOZABAL David CZE - CZE 51.26
25 PREDDY Kay SELWAY Norman ENG - ENG 51.22
26 FUGLESTAD Ann Karin BAKKE Christian NOR - NOR 51.14
27 UZUNHASAN Mert GUMRUKCUOGLU Lale TUR - TUR 51.11
28 SAUTAUX Monika SZCZEPANSKI Radoslaw POL - POL 51.09
29 DOBROWOLSKI Marcin MADUZIA Anna POL - POL 51.07
30 TIHANE Aivar IHER Mirjam LAT - EST 50.97
31 MEYERSON Elianna MEYERSON Adam SUl - SUI 50.84
32 BROGELAND Boye BROGELAND Tonje Aasand NOR - NOR 50.78
33 ZORIC Vedran SVER Nikica CRO - CRO 50.67
34 WINCIOREK Tomasz SHOKHAN Elena POL - LTU 50.50
35 HOFTANISKA Thor Erik VIST Gunn Tove NOR - NOR 50.46
36 CARCASSONNE-LABAERE Valerie LABAERE Alain BEL - BEL 50.29
37 KOKSOQOY Enver DEMIRBILEK Zeynep Arzum TUR - TUR 50.01
38 WAKSMAN Sophie MILASZEWSKI Miroslaw FRA - POL 49.97
39 IMSA Adrians SIGSGAARD Julie Marina LAT - DEN 49.88
40 JAGGER Chris JENSEN Jane ENG - ENG 49.53
41 WNUK Tomasz KREGLEWSKA-WNUK Anna POL - POL 49.25
42 DELESTRE Blandine DELESTRE Daniel FRA - FRA 49.23
43 GAMBLE Michael SIMPSON Gigi CAN - USA 49.19
44 SWIATKOWSKI Krzysztof GASINSKA Krystyna POL - POL 48.85
45 JOHANSEN Lars Arthur STOEN Tove NOR - NOR 48.54
46 LHUISSIER Nicolas ROLLAND Sabine FRA - FRA 47.95
47 KRUPNIK Danuta WIACEK Maciej POL - POL 47.92
48 BARTNICKI Tomasz MIECHOWICZ Zofia POL - POL 47.86
49 BAKER Lynn TUNCOK Cenk USA - USA 47.78
50 PAULISSEN Gert-Jan PAULISSEN Severine NED - FRA 47.75
51 LANGELAND Aase EIDE Harald NOR - NOR 47.72
52 BOCZAR Maciej KLIMENTOWSKA Paulina POL - POL 47.69
53 BAHNIKOVA Eva BAHNIK Petr CZE - CZE 47.53
54 MARKS Rafal MORAWSKA Ewa POL - POL 47.41
55 BARDEN Paul ROBINSON Claire ENG - ENG 47.32
56 CECERE Amedeo MARCELLI Cristina ITA-ITA 47.32
57 ZUR-CAMPANILE Migry ROSENTHAL Andrew USA - USA 47.23
58 PROBST Sandra EVACIC Emanuel CRO - CRO 46.93
59 BIANCHI Valeria CATELLANI Marco ITA - MON 46.75
60 LIN Amber KOLESNIK Finn USA - USA 46.30
61 KRASA Mikulas SLOVAKOVA Pavla CZE - CZE 45.98
62 ROSSARD Martine ROMANOWSKI Jerzy FRA - FRA 45.81
63 MARTENSEN-LARSEN Katrine POULSEN Flemming DEN - DEN 45.61
64 KARLYKOV Petro REITMANN Marina UKR - UKR 45,51
65 SOHTORIK Yusuf ERENGIL Yasemin TUR - TUR 45.19
66 SUZER Ugurcan ATES Ebru TUR - TUR 44.93
67 ROMANOVSKA Maija PEDMANSON Albert LAT - EST 43.19
68 SIMANAITIENE Sonata GRIGORAITS Ramunas LTU - LTU 41.90
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Ranking

MIXED SEMIFINAL B (After Round 6)

1 PSZCZOLA Jacek SAKR May USA - USA 56.95
2 SIKORA Jacek SIKORA Marta POL - POL 56.83
3 EKINCI Omer ERKAN Berrak TUR-TUR 56.75
4 RIGNEY Teresa CRONE Luca IRL - IRL 56.38
5 SEREK Cezary RODZIEWICZ-BIELEWICZ Ewa POL - POL 56.12
6 ADAMIC Tomaz DRINOVEC DRNOVSEK Barbara SLO - SLO 55.18
7 JANSONS Ugis VEKSA Natalija LAT - LAT 54.83
8 MARCINOWSKI Piotr KALISORAS Justyna POL - POL 54.58
9 GORSKA Aleksandra TUCZYNSKI Piotr POL - POL 54.55
10 BOCKEN Patrick MIERZWA Aleksandra BEL - BEL 54.48
11 KOLESNIK Alex BEYNON Sharon USA - USA 54.36
12 SMYKALLA Gisela SCHNEIDER Michael GER - GER 54.16
13 CUERVO LOPERA Juan Felipe WINKLER Ulla COL - DEN 53.83
14 BUSSE Piotr BUSSE Grazyna POL - POL 53.75
15 BABAC Mine ERDEM Serdar TUR-TUR 53.58
16 LUESSMANN Claudia LUESSMANN Ingo GER - GER 53.54
17 MACIELAK Mariusz MACIELAK Karolina POL - POL 53.34
18 JACOB Tom JACOB Stephanie NZL - NZL 53.13
19 SILBERBERG Gheorghe POSZPICHIL Agnes ROM - ROM 52.99
20 MAJ-RUDNICKA Marta LASZCZUK Jaroslaw POL - POL 52.85
21 MISZEWSKA Ewa VALCHEV Vasil POL - POL 52.74
22 WASIAK Artur MOSZCZYNSKA Zuzanna POL - POL 52.72
23 WEISS SELWAY Florian WEISS SELWAY Louise AUT - AUT 52.65
24 NERONOWICZ Renata KULIKOWSKI Maciej POL - POL 52.58
25 MACURA Milan FARHANI GONCALVES Maissa CZE - TUN 52.49
26 VERSACE Alfredo ALPERT Claire ITA - USA 52.29
27 BACALJA Mirjana JURILJ Robert CRO - CRO 52.09
28 KANDEMIR Ismail NUHOGLU Sevil TUR - TUR 52.00
29 ERGIN Pinar EROL Burak TUR - TUR 51.88
30 SZABO Csaba SZABO Georgina HUN - HUN 51.80
31 OZER Ahmet Murat KANLIKILIC Ferda TUR - TUR 51.67
32 AGHEMO Monica COMELLA Amedeo ITA-ITA 51.66
33 KOZIKOWSKI Andrzej KOZIKOWSKA Anna POL - POL 51.56
34 BOCZAR Jerzy BOCZAR Maria POL - POL 51.49
35 JESENICNIK Aleksandra ORAC Tolja SLO - SLO 51.39
36 KANDULA Pawel ZYCHLINSKA Malgorzata POL - POL 51.14
37 DAGCIOGLU Arda OZTEMIR Esra TUR - TUR 51.10
38 NEIMANIS Janis ANDERSONE lize LAT - LAT 50.98
39 BOCHENSKI Adolf BOCHENSKA Aniela POL - POL 50.93
40 SILVERSTEIN Aaron SILVERSTEIN Avery USA - USA 50.69
41 SROCZYNSKI Waldemar LIS Elzbieta POL - POL 50.61
42 MITCHELL Louise MCINTOSH Daniel IRL - ENG 50.53
43 DUM Maria CWIEK Bartosz POL - POL 50.19
44 VAAGE John Kristen NOEST Hilde Aas NOR - NOR 49.96
45 VAN DEN BERGH Nic VAN DEN BERGH Anke BEL - BEL 49.83
46 EFRAIMSSON Bengt-Erik ZACK EFRAIMSSON Anna SWE - SWE 49.65
47 BOJARSKA Beata PABICH Michal POL - POL 49.46
48 TURSKA-MARCINOWSKA Malgorzata MARCINOWSKI Adam POL - POL 49.21
49 HOLOWACZ Krzysztof CHMIELEWSKA Magdalena POL - POL 49.17
50 ROZANSKA Aleksandra KUD Aleksander POL - POL 48.78
51 HINTERTAN Adam DANCEWICZ Renata POL - POL 48.44
52 LYSEK Matyas KONSTACKA Emma CZE - CZE 48.43
53 BURROWS Wayne MIAO Clair NZL - NZL 47.87
54 HERMANN Sophie CRISAFULLI SADABA Patricio AUT - AUT 47.80
55 CATZEFLIS Christian BRAGADIR Syhil SUIl - SUI 47.54
56 POENARU Ana-Maria IACOB Bogdan Horia ROM - ROM 47.49
57 BOJANOWSKI Jakub ZMUDA Oliwia POL - POL 47.38
58 McGUIRE Brian DAVIS Ti ENG - USA 47.09
59 SKRYBANT- JAWORSKA Agnieszka JAWORSKI Tomasz POL - POL 46.80
60 DINKIN Sam SOBEL Yoko USA - USA 46.80
61 PETRUCZENKO Andzelika LUBINA Szymon POL - POL 46.60
62 GOKCE Gul AKHUN Mustafa TUR - TUR 46.48
63 JAWORSKI Jaroslaw JAWORSKA Ewa POL - POL 46.42
64 VAGI Mate ZABRADI Zsofia HUN - HUN 46.39
65 FOLTYN Adrian KLUPS Aleksandra POL - POL 46.38
66 GOODMAN Peter MACHALE Aoife IRL - IRL 46.22
67 UTNER Bernard ANGEBRANDT Dietlind AUT - AUT 45.71
68 LUCZAK Agnieszka BARANKIEWICZ Robert POL - POL 44.68
69 MASIC Faruk SALAKA Majda BIH - BIH 44.05
70 HOLOWACZ Michal CHMIELEWSKA Antonina POL - POL 43.70
71 ADELSBERGER Heimo ADELSBERGER Renate DEN - AUT 43.57
72 GAPINSKI Marek GAPINSKA Lidia POL - POL 43.39
73 VARADI Leslie SHAND Eva AUS - AUS 43.03
74 RUBENSTEIN Stewart PARKER Christina USA - USA 42.26
75 SZYMANSKA Marta DRIJVER Thomas POL - NED 41.69
76 MICHALKIEWICZ Piotr WOJCIECHOWSKA Malgorzata POL - POL 41.66
77 BARTEL Marzena BUCHHOLZ Piotr POL - POL 40.74
78 GHITESCU Alina Loredana SOLOMON Sandu ROM - ROM 40.13
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Ranking

SENIOR SEMIFINAL A (After Round 6)

1 KIERZNOWSKI Roman WALA WIlodzimierz POL - POL 57.97
2 KAPLAN Alain POLET Guy BEL - BEL 57.73
3 WITEK Marek BARTKOWSKI Mariusz POL - POL 56.81
4 SCHILHART Norbert BUCHLEV Nedju GER - GER 56.66
5 ZAKRZEWSKI Stanislaw MAJDANSKI Leszek POL - POL 56.58
6 TJARNEMO Hakan CARBONNIER Pierre SWE - SWE 55.35
7 KWIECIEN Michal STARKOWSKI WIlodzimierz POL - POL 53.96
8 WENNING Ulrich FRERICHS Hans GER - GER 53.76
9 SZULEJEWSKI Bogdan PAJAK Stanislaw POL - POL 53.57
10 SAVIN Daniel Octavian URSEANU Dan ROM - ROM 52.08
11 INCE Mehmet Ali KOKTEN Namik TUR - TUR 51.81
12 GRZELAK Roman PAWLAK Andrzej POL - POL 51.77
13 VAN GLABBEEK Hedwig MAAS Willem jan NED - NED 51.59
14 WALCZAK Piotr SKWARK Jerzy POL - POL 51.48
15 PIKUS Krzysztof ROGOWSKI Zbigniew POL - POL 50.09
16 BOMPIS Marc ZIMMERMANN Pierre FRA - SUI 49.83
17 CHINDELEWICZ Pawel BAK Slawomir POL - POL 49.27
18 CENGIZ Nuri ZORLU Nafiz TUR - TUR 48.79
19 SZUKALA Marek NOWAK Jerzy POL - POL 48.38
20 DRAGHICESCU Serban STANCESCU Constantin ROM - ROM 47.98
21 RAMER Roald MELMAN Victor NED - USA 47.39
22 KUDLA Marek SWIATEK Bogdan POL - POL 47.35
23 WARWOCKI Lech PALASZ Ryszard POL - POL 47.29
24 LEKKI Janusz GOLINSKI Jan POL - POL 46.27
25 VERSLUIS Gerard BERENDREGT Carel NED - NED 45.39
26 KLUF Krzysztof BANASINSKI Marek POL - POL 44.99
27 WOJCICKI Marek SIELICKI Tomasz POL - POL 44.44
28 MATEI Cornel Dumitru GLIGA Radu ROM - ROM 44.13
29 VAN EIJCK Willem GOSSCHALK Willem NED - NED 44.10
30 PROCZKOWSKI Andrzej URBANEK Tadeusz POL - POL 44.06
31 VAN MIDDELEM Guy CALAS Damien BEL - BEL 43.67
32 KOLEN Jan VERHEES Jan NED - NED 42.99

Ranking

SENIOR SEMIFINAL B (After Round 3)

1 BIZON Piotr BLAT Marek POL - POL 63.87
2 BAKKE Tor BJERKSET Stein NOR - NOR 59.02
3 BLAKSET Lars ESMANN Jorgen DEN - DEN 57.86
4 KACZANOWSKI Tadeusz SIKORSKI Krzysztof POL - POL 55.04
5 KAND Jaak VOHANDU Priit EST - EST 54.36
6 FITZPATRICK Anne CURRAN Harold IRL - IRL 54.10
7 LEWACIAK Gregor KOEPPE Wojciech POL - POL 53.97
8 JARANOWSKI Arkadiusz PIETRZAK Marek POL - POL 53.92
9 WOJCIK Krzysztof JANOWICZ Andrzej POL - POL 53.50
10 GROCHULSKI Witold DENISIUK Tadeusz POL - POL 53.01
11 SZKUDLAREK Leszek GRALAK Kazimierz POL - POL 52.88
12 DEN BOER Henk MEIJER Egbert NED - NED 52.78
13 VAN DER NEUT Jaap ZWART Peter NED - NED 52.39
14 NIESLUCHOWSKI Marek SUSZKA Lechoslaw POL - POL 51.66
15 GOTARD Barbara GOTARD Tomasz GER - GER 51.63
16 TARNOGRODZKI Leszek BARANOWSKI Tomasz POL - POL 51.53
17 VAN EIJCK Inez GOSSCHALK-KAMERLING Marie Louise NED - NED 51.47
18 TWARDOWSKI Andrzej JELENIEWSKI Andrzej POL - POL 49.91
19 BIGDELI Faramarz RENARD Claude BEL - BEL 48.51
20 LESNICZAK Jacek JANIK Stanislaw GER - POL 48.17
21 KOSCIELAK Czeslaw JORDAN Krzysztof POL - POL 46.17
22 WIELOWIEY SKI Andrzej Marian ADAMOWICZ Wieslaw POL - POL 46.11
23 LATALA Grzegorz KIEPURA Marek POL - POL 45.86
24 FIJALKOWSKI Grzegorz GORNIAKOWSKI Andrzej POL - POL 45.42
25 HERMAN Leszek GORNY Danuta POL - POL 42.34
26 KOWALCZYK Adam USZPOLEWICZ Grzegorz POL - POL 40.56
27 DRUCH Jan ROZALSKI Henryk POL - POL 40.13
28 WEGLARZ Jerzy WEGLEWSKA Malgorzata POL - POL 40.07
29 RYFFA Tomasz JANECZEK WIlodzimierz POL - POL 39.48
30 DACHTERA Andrzej GRZESKO Andrzej POL - POL 39.28
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Editor’s Log

Mark Horton

Star date: 26/06/2025

At the 4th European Open Championships in San
Remo in 2009 David Stern reported a deal that revealed
a bug in Deep Finesse. Some versions of the programme
will occasionally refuse to analyse a deal, displaying the
message:

“New cache cell: Existing cache Cell: Unexpected Error:
INTERNAL ERROR: inconsistent prc won results.”

That happened when | was looking at this deal from the
BAM (also played in the Mixed Pairs):

Board 9. Dealer North. E/W Vul.

[ Q105

] 652

{ KJ10

3} K875
[ AJ4 3 [ 876
] KJ974 W"E]Qs
{Q2 ‘S { A5
3} 942 3 AQJ1063

[ K932

] A108

£ 987643

}_

Imagine you are playing 3NT as East and get the opening
lead of the {8?

Naturally you try dummy’s {Q but it is covered by the
king. You win and must
assume that the diamonds
are blocked (a possibility
after the opening lead) and
that the 3K will be onside.
If that is the case, do you
see how you might make
ten tricks (that overtrick
might be useful at Board-

a-Match)?

You should play the ] Q
at trick two.

If South wins the

defenders can cash two
diamonds but declarer will
take the rest. However,
South can apparently
thwart declarer by
withholding the JA,

11

winning the next heart and exiting with a spade.

There is a neat way for declarer to prevail in the quest for
an overtrick. Do you see it?

The key is to overtake the ] Q with dummy’s | K!

Then you run the 39, repeat the club finesse and play
a second heart.

If you misplace something, be sure to check the Lost and
Found department. It is located at the desk on the right as
you enter the playing room on the second floor.

The EBL Ist Vice President and Treasurer Igor Chalupec
was interviewed for Polish television yesterday (see picture
below).

I’'m not attempting to claim that we are busy, but
Francesca has just pointed out that the last 12 emails she
has received are all from the Editor.

Catherine and Anna
attended the meeting of the
EBL Executive Committee
yesterday. One of them was
happy - it will be her last
meeting before retirement —
the other alittle apprehensive
— she would be taking the
minutes for the first time!
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Edmonds v. Yoshka

Marc Smith

We have reached the quarter-final stage, so it is no
surprise to find head-to-head meetings of teams who
arrived in Poznan with realistic hopes of winning the
event. Both Edmonds (Poland, Switzerland, USA) and
Yoshka (USA, Germany, Netherlands, Switzerland,
Poland) fall into that category. At one table in this match,
we have two members of the 2022 World Mixed Teams
winners, Simon de Wijs and Daniela von Arnim, along
with arguably the best male and the best female players in
the world, Michal Klukowski and Justyna Zmuda. What'’s
not to look forward to? | have particular interest, as three
of those four featured in the European volume of World
Class — 21st Century, published last year and now available
from all good booksellers.

Yoshka led by 13 IMPs (24-11) after the first 14-board
stanza.

As usual, we start with a couple of problems. Firstly,
with only your side vulnerable, you are East holding:

[ AQ107
J K

{ AK954
3} 964

\
\

\

|
Michal KLUKOWSKI

rd

Daniela VON ARNIM |

r ¢,//

West North East South
— — — Pass
1L 2L 31" 41
5L Pass ?

North’s 2 promises both majors, and East’s 3] shows
a diamond raise. What action, if any, do you now take?

Our second problem today is an opening lead. With just
your side vulnerable, you are sitting in the East seat with:

[ 10653

] KJ853

L7

3} AJ2
West North East South
— 13 17 Pass
47 5L All Pass

North’s 1} opening is a multi-way Polish Club, which
includes an ‘any 18+’ variant. What do you lead?

The set begins with deal after deal on which the same
contract is reached in both rooms, and high-level and
identical play and defence produces flat boards. Then

£ ;\

Simon DE WIJS

4\-\ Justyna ZMUDA
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both East players have to answer the first of the problems
above...

Board 19. Dealer South. E/W Vul.

[ KJ532
1 A8743
{8
¥ K8
[ 96 L A Q107
1 QJ "
£ QJ1073 k {AK954
3 AQ73 S 3} 964
[ 84
1 109652
{62
¥ J1052
Open Room
West North East South
Kazmucha Zatorski Nowasadzki Dufrat
- — - Pass
1{ 2{* 3]* 47
54 All Pass

Michal Nowasadzki’s 3] showed a diamond fit, and
Danuta Kazmucha competed to 5 over Katarzyna Dufrat’s
47] bid. With his partner under duress, Nowasadzki decided
that his hand was not quite good enough for a raise.

Piotr Zatorksi led the J A and switched to a spade at
trick two. Declarer successfully finessed the [ Q, drew
trumps, and took the club finesse for an overtrick. No
dice! E/W +600.

Michal NOWOSADZKI,

13

Closed Room

West North East South
Klukowski De Wijs Zmuda Von Arnim
— — — Pass

1{ 24{* 31 47

5 Pass 6 All Pass

After an identical start to the auction, Justyna Zmuda
liked her hand enough to raise to slam. Simon de Wijs
cashed the J A at trick one and switched to a trump. He
eventually scored the }K to put declarer one down. E/W
-100 and 12 IMPs to Yoshka.

Like London buses, we did not have to wait long for the
next firecracker to come along.

Board 21. Dealer North. N/S Vul.

[ AKQJ82
q A9
{ A K108
[ 4 [ 10653
1 Q1064 "]K3853
£ Q32 k
198763 o } A J2
[ 92
1 72
£J9643
¥ K1054
Closed Room
West North East South
Klukowski De Wijs Zmuda Von Arnim
— 23 2{* Pass
21 2L Pass 33
31 3L Pass 4L
All Pass

De Wijs opened a strong, artificial 23 and Zmuda came
in with an alerted 2 bid, perhaps showing both majors as
Klukowski advanced with 27 . De Wijs showed his long suit
and von Arnim’s 3} was alerted (probably a second negative).
The auction ground to a halt in 4 and Zmuda led her
singleton diamond.

Declarer was not hard-pressed to draw trumps, discard
dummy’s heart loser on his long diamond, and concede only a
club to the ace. N/S +680.

In the other room, Kazmucha demonstrated how to make
life difficult for her opponents.

Open Room

West North East South
Kazmucha Zatorski Nowasadzki Dufrat
— 13 17 Pass
47 5L All Pass
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At this table, Zatorski started with a multi-way Polish Club,
and Nowasadzki entered with a natural heart overcall. Sure
that her LHO had the ‘any 18+’ variant for his 1} opening,
Kazmucha really stuck it to him with a whole-hearted jump to
game. Of course, Zatorski could have shown a good hand by
bidding 4 [ but, with his partner surely short in hearts, how
much did he need for slam? Indeed, perhaps even 5[ is not
enough - would Dufrat raise with as little as [ xxx Jx € Qxxx
FXXXXX?

Zatorski's jump to 5 ended the auction, leaving
Nowasadzki with the opening lead problem posed at the top
of this article.

Nowasadzki led the 5, and Zatorksi was surely most
unimpressed to find two hearts in dummy. He won and drew
trumps, East following to four rounds. He then cashed the LA
and exited with his remaining heart, but Nowasadzki was not
really under any pressure. He won the heart, cashed the }A,
and exited with a third round of hearts. Declarer ruffed and,
although he probably strongly suspected that diamonds were
3-1, he had no entry to dummy to take a finesse. That meant
one down, N/S -100 and another 13 IMPs to Yoshka.

Board 23. Dealer South. All \Vul.

Zatorski opened 1 in third seat, and he then had to
decide what to do when his partner advanced with 27}
after East’s double. On the basis that when the hand looks
like a misfit the best thing to do is to stop bidding as soon
as possible, Zatorski passed. Perhaps 24 would have
been a better spot, but 27} was safe enough and Dufrat
emerged with nine tricks. N/S +110.

Closed Room

West North East South
Klukowski De Wijs Zmuda Von Arnim
— — — Pass
Pass INT Pass 2L
Pass 2NT* Pass 3
Pass 3NT All Pass

De Wijs was much more ambitious, deciding to treat
the North hand as a strong 1INT. Von Arnim advanced
with 2 [, showing clubs. 2NT denied a primary club fit,
but von Arnim still thought she had enough to insist
on game, so she showed her spade shortage. De Wijs
closed the auction with 3NT, but they were already well
overboard.

[ AJ87 Things did not improve when Zmuda led the ] Q. De
] 1063 Wijs won immediately and led the {10 from dummy,
{ AQ 975 putting in the queen from his hand. Zmuda won and
cashed three heart winners, but then she could not
[ Q964 [ K1052 tell what was safe and what was not, It certainly looks
] 875 " J KQJ2 dangerous to open either black suit, so she exited with
{£J63 k‘ { K2 a diamond, saving declarer at least one trick. It was not
¥ 984 ¥ QJ5 enough, though. Declarer cashed his diamonds and
endplayed Zmuda to give dummy the }A at the end,
] A 94 but that was still one down. N/S -100 and 5 IMPs to
{ 1084 Edmonds.
3 A107632 There was no more scoring, and Yoshka won the set
27-9. At the midway point for the match, they lead by
Open Room 29 IMPs (51-20). The lead is significant, but certainly
West North East South not one that cannot be overcome with 28 boards still to
Kazmucha Zatorski Nowasadzki Dufrat be played.
— — — Pass
Pass 1{ Dble 2%
All Pass
World championship books & ¢

Championships books are subsi-
dised by the World Bridge Fede-
ration and it should therefore not
come as a surprise that these
books offer a wealth of good read
for relatively small money. The
summary of the Buenos Aires
event (2024) is no exception, €35
for 320 pages in large fornat.

The special offer is only valid for
the 1990-2016 books so long as
stock lasts.

Older championship books are 16" WORLD BRIDGE GAMES

on sale at the Jannersten stall for
€10 (1% floor in the play area).

BUENOS AIRES
ARGENTINA 2024
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Clyde Bridge Centre

Barnet Shenkin

A new bridge club has just been opened in Glasgow
Scotland. Clyde Bridge Centre is the amalgamation of the
3 main clubs in the city and has started with more than 400
members. Large modern premises are ideal for playing and
it will have a progressive teaching program and events for
all standards. In this way as a result of its efforts, the game
should develop in the West of Scotland.

Scotland’s all time best players came from Glasgow in
the sixties and seventies. Victor Goldberg, Victor Silverstone
and Willie Coyle were all my partners and taught me a lot
Unfortunately they are no longer with us. Michael Rosenberg,
also my partner before he left for the USA is Glasgow’s most
successful player with 6 World Championship titles.

It was in Albert Benjamin’s club the Kenmure that | first
played in the 1960s. The club was a house on 3 levels. Albert
was a fine International player. His system of Benjamin two
bids is still widely played in the UK some 60 years later. His wife
Judy, also an excellent player made all the keen students feel at
home, by making supper before the evening game, and during
it friends would discuss hands with an obvious love of the game.

Albert played on the first Scottish team to beat England
at their 22nd attempt in 1964. Scotland has a lead going
into the last session when this deal occurred:

Dealer East. N/S Vul.

[ 65
] 9876
{ AJ4
¥ J1085
[ Q9432 [ K107
1 AKQ10 W'N‘E 1 4
{5 ‘ {98762
I} KQ4 > ¥} A972
[ AJ8
] 3532
{ KQ103
3 63
Open Room
West North East South
Goldberg Leckie
— — Pass Pass
1L Pass 2L Dble
Rdbl Pass Pass 3{
Pass Pass Dble Pass
Pass 31 Pass Pass
Dble All Pass

A spade was led and declarer won and played a heart,
hoping for a 3-2 split. This was not best. The defence too
the next 11 tricks for down 7 and 2000 points to Scotland.

In the other room Albert literally fell asleep and Victor
Silverstone told me he had to nudge him to wake up. Albert
then passed out of turn! When the smoke cleared EW had
bid and made 4 [ but that was still 1580 pts to Scotland
who coasted to their first ever win, 15-5 in victory points. If
Albert is looking down on the new club in Glasgow | know
he would give it one of his special smiles and wish it every
success.

Barnet’s Playing with the Bridge Legends and Heroes
Icons and Scandals, an insight into what it is like to play
with and against the best, both published by Masterpoint
Press, are available at the Jannersten bookstore.
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Ashe v Croatia

Jos Jacobs

At halftime, the score in the match stood at 72-46 for
Croatia so there would certainly be some work to do for
their Scandinavian, Dutch and Serbian opponents if the
latter wanted to get through to the next round of the event.
So, their first requirement would be to stay alert on the
chances of bidding and making (!) games. After a quiet push
on the opening deal, the cards below came next:

Board 2. Dealer East. N/S Vul.

[ 102
q 398753
{ K102
3 92
[ K954 Q J 83
1 A4 " 10
£ Q54 k‘ {AJ9876
¥ Q1084
[ A76
] K106
L3
¥} AK7653
Open Room
West North East South
Mestric Tijssen Brkljacic Pepic
— — 1{ 2%}
Pass Pass Dble Pass
Pass 271 Pass Pass
2L Pass 3L Pass
4 All Pass

On a diamond lead and the obvious trump shift, 273x
would not have been a success so North was quite right
to run. Not that it mattered very much to E/W because
they had a solid enough alternative available: bidding on
to their own spade game. When North did not lead a heart
but tried a trump instead, declarer was not put to the test
in diamonds for his contract. In the end, Mestric made an
overtrick for +450 to Croatia. A good, solid start for them.

Closed Room

West North East South
Buus Thomsen Sver M Rimstedt Zoric
— — 1{ 2%
Dble* Pass 2L Dble
Rdbl 31 Pass Pass

3L All Pass

At the other table, West did not go for penalties when
South interfered but gave priority to showing her offensive
values by doubling herself. The spade fit therefore duly got
established but after that, both East and West seemed to
lack the high card points to press on to game. So, their
auctions came to rest a bit early, and 11 tricks were scored
for just +200, a loss of a further 6 IMPs for Team Ashe,
who trailed by 32 now.

Two more quiet deals and then an eight-card suit:

Board 5. Dealer North. N/S Vul.

[ 9
J K62
L Q76
¥ 987432
[ J3 N [ A7
1 AQ87 W"E 1 J103
£ 9432 \ L AKJ10
3 KQJ 4% 1 71065
[ KQ1086542
1 954
{ 85
} -
Open Room
West North East South
Mestric Tijssen Brkljacic Pepic
— Pass INT 3L
Dble* Pass ANT? Pass
54 All Pass

ANT for minors might have been a slight overbid but
3NT on Ax opposite shortness does not look very attractive
either, though it would have been effective. A more
interesting question, however, is: “How can you go down
in 54 ? The answer is simple once you take a closer look.
You win the [K lead, cash the LA and cross in clubs to
take the diamond finesse. Oops: South ruffs and cashes a
spade. Later on, you must lose a heart trick. Unlucky, sure,
but one down and +50 to Ashe.

Closed Room

West North East South
Buus Thomsen Sver M Rimstedt Zoric

— Pass 24{* 3L
Dble* Pass 3NT All Pass
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Mikael Rimstedt at the other table did not show any
inhibitions about his spade stopper. With the spades at least
7-2, he never would run into any trouble. Ten tricks on the
[ K lead, ducked, for +430 and 10 IMPs to Ashe.

An extra undertrick and a push later we had come to
Board 8. This deal was one of the many examples where
timing is the decisive factor: doing the wrong thing at the
right moment might be more lucrative than doing the right
thing at the wrong moment.

Board 8. Dealer West. None Vul.

[ 42
J 10762
L AQJ92
3 83
[ Q5 N [ A1073
q] 398543 W"E 1 K
{1043 ‘S ‘ { K86
¥ AQ 397654
[ KJ986
1 AQ
{75
¥ KJ102
Open Room
West North East South
Mestric Tijssen Brkljacic Pepic
Pass Pass 1} 1L
2 | All Pass

West did not preempt and East found an opening bid in
3rd position so South could simply overcall to show values
and leave the rest to partner. Selling out to 2] brought one
undertrick: +50 to Ashe.

\\

Signe BUUS THOMSEN

Closed Room

West North East South
Buus Thomsen Sver M Rimstedt Zoric

g | Pass Pass 2L
All Pass

At the other table, West did in fact preempt so South had
to show his values at a higher level that proved already (far) too
high. Down two and another +100 to Ashe, good for 4 IMPs.

On the next deal, we saw the other side of this same
coin:

Board 9. Dealer North. E/W Vul.

[ 10
] 10972
L 765
¥ Q10865
[ J973 & [ K8642
1 AJS8 W"E 1 K43
{L AQJ10 k { K93
3} 32 S Y J7
[ AQS
1 Q65
{842
¥ AK94
Open Room
West North East South
Mestric Tijssen Brkljacic Pepic
— 23 Pass 3NT
All Pass

This time, the optimistic preempt in clubs caught partner
with the strong hand. South’s 3NT bid was sort of automatic
with her tremendous club fit but as it happened, game for

Nikica SVER
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E/W was not on. The contract went down two for +100
to Croatia.
In the replay, there was no initial pre-empt:

Closed Room

West North East South
Buus Thomsen Sver M Rimstedt Zoric
— Pass Pass INT
All Pass

As a result, South played quietly in his opening bid of
1INT for a score of +90 and a gain of 5 IMPs. These two
boards might show you how quickly, in a different setting,
things can change...

Then came a big deal.

Board 10. Dealer East. All Vul.
[ A9743
] 1053

-{A8632
[ 102

187 "]

£ 109

3 A987654 k
[_
] KQo4
{ KQJ754
3 J103

KQJ865
AJ62

}|<Q2

Mate MESTRIC

Selena PEPIC

/)

%)

Open Room

West North East South
Mestric Tijssen Brkljacic Pepic
— — 1 24
Pass 5{ Dble Pass
Pass Rdbl All Pass

Now this is what | was talking about, just now. East really
stuck her neck out at the right moment but West did not
at all cooperate. When he was given a second chance, he
once again stayed where he was. Rather than losing 200
or 500 for a few undertricks in a profitable sacrifice, the
Croatians thus conceded 1400 when 5 produced an easy
enough overtrick.

Closed Room

West North East South
Buus Thomsen Sver M Rimstedt Zoric
— — 1 24
Pass 5{ All Pass

Not knowing anything about the disastrous (?)
developments at the other table, Rimstedt simply passed
54 and thus conceded -600 for...a surprise (maybe?) 13-
IMP gain. The Ashe deficit now was just 8.

Luc TIJSSEN

\

N
\

\;,

Tihana BRKLJACIC
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One more IMP to Ashe on #11 but then: By passing 1 [, Pepic created an extra option for herself
at her next turn of bidding. Partner’s “Thank You” was loud
Board 12. Dealer West. N/S Vul. and clear. The result was an inevitable down two. Ashe
[ J2 +300.
] QJ96
{9853 Closed Room
¥ K109 West North East South
L K & [ Q108743 Buus Thomsen  Sver M Rimstedt Zoric
] K87542 WV‘E]Alo 17 Pass 1L 2L
£ Q2 k {J6 21 3{ All Pass
¥} AJ64 S 3} 753
[ A965 By overcalling immediately, South at the other table had
1 3 already excluded the possibility of catching the opponents
{ AK1074 for speeding. Things got worse for him when he managed
3 Q82 to even go down in his pretty cold 34 contract (Trumps
were indeed 2-2). When declarer ducked the [ K lead, West
Open Room shifted to a heart and a moment later, declarer saw his [ A
West North East South being ruffed away. In our national jargon, we used to call
Mestric Tijssen Brkljacic Pepic that the Dutch equivalent of the “jubilation coup...”. One
17 Pass 1L Pass down gave Ashe another +100 for a net gain of +400,
21 Pass Pass Dble good for another 9 IMPs. They had taken the lead, all of
All Pass a sudden, albeit by just 4 IMPs at the end of the segment.

Fourteen more to go and a good finish in sight!

candu_'

’ lt] “2K4DCERE ©)

. BRIDGEFESTIVA 2024 = .

july 25th Augustird

P WEF WORLD TOUR
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Ashe v. Croatia

Ron Tacchi

The quarter-final match between Ashe and Croatia was
extremely tight after three sessions with Ashe shading it
by four points, far too close to say that either team had a
meaningful advantage — the slightest mistake could cost
the match.

Board 15. Dealer South. N/S Vul.

[ A93
1 K1075
{£J63
¥ AK3
L K85 3 [ QJ1076
] A42 W"E J Q83
{ A10972 k‘ {54
3} 86 o Y} 754
[ 42
1 J96
{ KQ8
¥F QJ1092
Open Room
West North East South
Stanicic Rimstedt Pilipovic Buus Thomsen
— — — Pass
1{ Dble 1L 2%
Dble Rdbl 2L All Pass

East had obviously read the editor’s famed Bols Bridge
Tip ‘Don’t be afraid to respond’ and now had N/S been
foolhardy enough to try 3NT then a spade lead would
have beaten the contract. Though | must confess that
holding 60% of the cards | would have expected more
of a fight for the contract. West’s double was almost
certainly of the support variety and one would think that
North’s redouble would also show club support. Should
that not allow South to bid one more? Declarer had only
five obvious losers when the king of hearts was onside
and so made her contract.

Closed Room

West North East South
Tijssen Sver Pepic Zoric
— — — Pass
1{ Dble 1L 2%}
Dble 2L Pass 2NT
Pass 3% Pass 3NT
All Pass

20

Similar literary prowess by East saw her make a bid of
One Spade, however her partner did not seem to hear it
as when on lead he failed to produce a card of partner’s
suit and so let through the no-trump game. An expensive
error as that gave Croatia 12 IMPs and the lead.

Board 16. Dealer West. E/W Vul.

[ 643
1 87432
{Q
¥ KJ75
[ K987 & [ AQJ10
1 A6 W"E 1 Q10
{L K965 k‘ L 742
3} AO8 o 3 Q642
[ 52
1 KJ95
{L AJ1083
¥ 103
Open Room
West North East South
Stanicic Rimstedt Pilipovic Buus Thomsen
INT* Pass 2% 2L
Pass Pass Dble Pass
2L Pass 4 All Pass
INT Weak

North led his singleton queen of diamonds, ducked by
South to declarer’s king. Two rounds of trumps ending
in dummy followed before a club to the ace. The second
round of clubs saw North rise with the king and play a
heart to the ] 10, jack and ace. The final trump was
drawn and a club played to the queen and when the suit
failed to break 3-3 declarer was one down in top tricks.
Had South taken her ace of diamonds at trick one then
the return of the {J should have led to two down.

Closed Room

West North East South
Tijssen Sver Pepic Zoric
13 Pass 1 Dble
2L 31 Dble Pass
4L All Pass

1% Polish Club



E= 11" EUROPEAN TRANSNATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS

At this table East was the declarer and South did not
have an easy lead, but his partner had freely bid hearts
and so that seemed to solve his dilemma and it certainly
solved all of declarer’s problems as now he had no
heart loser when he ran the lead round to his queen.
The defence had suffered a reversal of fortune by their
insistence on trying to get into the auction. As a famous
bridge writer once wrote ‘Careless talk cost lives’. | doubt
South would have led a heart had his side maintained
silence during the auction. 12 IMPs to Ashe and another
change of lead.

By the time we reach Board 25 there have been some
minor part-score points exchanged and now Croatia was
one point in the lead.

Board 25. Dealer North. E/W Vul.

[ KJ104
1 A984
{ 1093
¥ 84
[ A87 3 L Q9
1 — WV‘E 1 KJ52
£ QJ7 k {86542
1 AJ109732 MMM
[ 6532
] Q10763
{ AK
¥ 65
Open Room
West North East South
Stanicic Rimstedt Pilipovic Buus Thomsen
— Pass 1{* 17
2% 3{* Pass 31
47 Pass ANT* Pass
5NT* Pass 6{ Dble
All Pass
1{ 0+{, 11-15 nebulous
3{ mixed raise
5NT 2 keycards and a useful void

| think we can all agree that the convention card
description of the opening 1{ as nebulous is accurate,
whether it is actually worth 11 points is another matter.
Somehow the bidding seemed to gather a momentum all
of its own and when the music stopped they were in Six
Diamonds. South did not have the hardest of decisions
to produce a red card. South’s lead of a small spade
ran to North’s king and a heart was returned and when
declarer inserted the jack South covered with the queen
and dummy ruffed. Declarer was now slated to lose three
trump tricks and another heart for four off in a freely bid
slam. 1100 in the out column.

21

Closed Room

West North East South
Tijssen Sver Pepic Zoric
— Pass Pass 2{*
3% 4L Dble Pass
5% Pass Pass Dble
All Pass

2{ 5-4 majors, 3-10

Four Spades was not a making contract, failing
by at least two tricks, but West thought he was being
talked out of a vulnerable game and so tried Five Clubs.
Unfortunately, there were three unavoidable losers. The
difference between taking +300 against Four Spades
doubled and -200 for going down in Four Spades was
only 4 IMPs, but nonetheless 14 IMPs for Ashe, putting
them back in the lead.

Board 26. Dealer East. All Vul.

[ 92
1] J108
{ Q865
> KQ94
[ AJ7 N [ KQ106
1 AKQ7 w"x—: ] 9653
£ KJ109 k {43
3 J3 48 4 365
[ 8543
1 42
L A72
¥ A1072
Open Room
West North East South
Stanicic Rimstedt Pilipovic Buus Thomsen
— — Pass Pass
13 Pass 14> Pass
INT* Pass 2} Pass
2L Pass 2NT Pass
47 All Pass
1% Strong
1{ 0-7
INT 17+ balanced
2% Stayman

The lead of the ] 10 was taken in hand with the queen
and a second round of trumps taken before crossing to
dummy with king of spades to lead a diamond. The
contract now hinges on taking the right view in the suit.
When declarer tried the {J he was immediately one
down as the defence had two tricks in each minor.
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Closed Room

West North East South
Tijssen Sver Pepic Zoric
— — Pass Pass
13 Pass 1L+ Pass
INT* Pass 23 Pass
2y | Pass 31 Pass
vy | All Pass

1} Polish

1{ 0-7

INT 17-18

2F Stayman

North led the king of clubs which held the trick, and another
club went to South’s ace. A third round of the suit was ruffed
in hand and trumps drawn in three rounds. A spade went to
dummy’s king and now when a diamond was led declarer
guessed to put up the king and made his contract.

Board 28. Dealer West. N/S Vul.

[ A764

1 A63

£ Q1096

} 64
[ 85 N L QJ10932
1J9 W"E]Q42
{ AKJ7542 {3
3} Q2 3} J85

[ K

1 K10875

{8

3 AK10973

Open Room

West North East South
Stanicic Rimstedt Pilipovic Buus Thomsen
24 Pass 2L 43

Pass iy | All Pass

South’s Four Clubs showed her two-suiter and North
quickly tried Four Hearts. After West won the opening
diamond lead he switched to a spade, won in dummy.
The ace of clubs was cashed and then the ace of trumps.
A club towards dummy’s king held the trick and when
both defenders followed to the king of trumps declarer
just ruffed a club and conceded a trump for eleven tricks.

Closed Room

West North East South
Tijssen Sver Pepic Zoric

1{ Pass 1L 2NT
3{ Dble 3L All Pass

The convention card seems to indicate that bidding the
two suits within the auction would be stronger than the
2NT bid and perhaps North believed South was weaker
than his actual hand and that is why the opposition were
allowed to play peacefully in Three Spades and fail by
three non-vulnerable tricks but gain 11 IMPs. Ashe had
eventually run out easy winners over the last four boards.
They progress to the semi-final.

the first floor.

copies!
BRID 6k

A LOVE

STORY

BY ZIN

Falling in Love with Bridge

Zia Mahmood’s sensational best seller,
Bridge, A Love Story, will be on sale
at the entrance to the playing area on

During the breaks, Zia will be signing
50% of the proceeds from the

sales will be donated to the Youth
Bridge Program.
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Here is another report from the eagle eye of Barnet
Shenkin. featuring a deal from the third quarter of Edmonds
v Yoshka in the Mixed Teams:

Board 10. Dealer East. All Vul.

West led the [ 10 and declarer ruffed, ruffed a club, drew
trumps ending in dummy and played a heart to the king,
soon claiming, +1370.

Closed Room

[ A9743 West North East South
] 1053 Zatorski de Wijs Dufrat von Arnim
{ A8632 — — 13 1{
3% 5{ 5L Pass
[ 102 [ KQJ865 6 Dble All Pass
187 " ] AJ62
{109 k 1} Polish Club
¥ A987654 } K Q 2
[ — West, unwisely in the event, decided to raise partner’s
1 KQ9o4 5[ bid to slam. Simon de Wijs found a double. It would
L KQJ754 strongly lead partner towards the club lead, but the contract
3 J103 would likely be going down anyway.
Daniella von Armin led the 310 expecting partner to ruff
Open Room and asking for a heart return. Simon de Wijs duly ruffed and
West North East South returned a heart. Best is for declarer either to duck this or
Kazmucha Zmuda Nowosadzki Klukowski win and play a second heart. She won and led the [ K and
— — 1L 24 North made the key play of ducking this. The duck earned
Pass 43+ 44{* Pass 3 extra defensive tricks. Too late, declarer tried a second
4 Dble Pass 6{ heart. South could win and give partner a second ruff. Now
All Pass the LA was cashed before a third heart to South’s ] Q.
She now cashed the ] K before giving partner a third club
4% Splinter ruff. That was 3 hearts, 3 ruffs and the trump Ace for down

6,- 1700 and an 8 IMP loss.

EXXS

Join the EBL Whatsapp Channel!

Channe

as soon as they are posted!

EBL Whatsapp

Get live updates on EBL events and read EBL news

CLICK HERE TO JOIN

Oor connect to:
https://whatsapp.com/channel/0029VaDxyxcBVJI2MHgxCA39
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e
Beware the Jabberwock!

Mark Horton

World Champions are very dangerous beasts, even When North led a spade the hand was quickly over,
when they appear to be cornered. Look at this deal from  +980.
the first session of the semifinal of the Mixed Teams

between Ferm and Yoshka: Closed Room
West North East South
Board 12. Dealer West. N/S Vul. Nowosadzki Drijver Kazmucha Lund Madsen
[ 86542 13 Pass 17 Pass
1 932 2NT Pass 33 Pass
{985 3NT Pass 61 All Pass
> Q9
[ AJ103 VN‘ L Q9 1% Polish Club
] 105 W B 1 KQJ876
4 AKQ ks {2 Here too the opening lead was a spade, but it was the [ 7!
¥ KJ108 ¥ A752 There was no reason for declarer to suspect anything, and
[ K7 she won with dummy’s [ A, cashed two diamonds to dispose
1 A4 of the [[Q and subsequently ran the [J pitching a club.
{£J107643
3 643 Championship specials
Open Room . .
West North East South
Gronkvist Weinstein Manno Joel
23 Pass 3{* Pass
4] Pass ANT* Pass The new dealing machines used to
571* Pass 61 All Pass duplicate the boards during these
championships are sold for €2650. Not
used championship cards €110/100 decks.
2% Strong balanced Th
e offers are on so long as supply lasts,
3{ Hearts but no longer than July 4. Shipping from
ANT RKCB Sweden or pick up at the venue in Poznan.
Email anna@jannersten.com to order.
57 2 keycards

R

i
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Unheard Melody

Mark Horton

| suspect by now that most of you are aware that | am
fond of deals which don’t quite materialise as | hope. This
one cropped up in the final of the Senior Teams:

Board 19. Dealer South. E/W Vul.

[ K8
J KQ10875
{ K987
1A
[ AJ75 S [ Q109
] J6 W"E]9432
£ Q65 ks {2
3} 10653 3} Q987
[ 6432
1A
{ A1043
I} KJI42

You could be forgiven for reaching the doomed 6,
but suppose you found a route to 6] ?

Say East leads a spade, and West wins and returns the
[ 5. Declarer wins, unblocks dummy’s A, returns to
hand with a club and plays trumps to reach this position
(note the careful unblock of dummy’s {10)...

[_

1 7

£ K987

}_
LJ 'N L Q
]_ E]_
£ 065 L2
3 10 S‘}QQ

When declarer cashes the ] 7 East is in trouble.

Discarding the }9 gives declarer an extra trick in the
suit, while parting with a diamond (a guard squeeze element)
exposes West to a finesse in the suit (hence the diamond
unblock).

That leaves the [ Q, but then declarer throws the now
redundant }J and West has to discard the }10. Now a
diamond to the ace is followed by the 3K and West is
squeezed (a thirsty declarer would retain the {7 in case
West omits to avoid the impending round of drinks by
discarding the [J).

Steen Schou followed this line for Denmark in the
Seniors final, but the contract was a modest 47 .







E= 11" EUROPEAN TRANSNATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS

Szpilka vs. Ashe

David Bird

Three sets of shiny medals will be awarded tomorrow,
and only one of the surviving four teams will trudge home
empty-handed. So, in today’s semi-finals, the pressure will
be on! That’s how we like it. We will be watching Szpilka
(Poland. Switzerland, France) against Ashe (USA, Denmark,
Serbia, Sweden, Netherlands). Let’s hope for some great
deals and plenty of excellent bridge.

Board 3. Dealer South. E/W Vul.

[ A65
1 AKS
{ AKJ106
> AQ
[ J9843 VN‘ [ KQ102
J Q73 f N 1942
£ Q95 k {72
3 K8 M8 3974
L7
] J1085
{843
¥ 106532
Open Room
West North East South
Buus Thomsen  Zochowska M.Rimstedt Schmidt
— — — Pass
Pass 23 Pass 24{*
Pass 2NT Pass 33
Pass 3{* Pass 3NT
All Pass

|

Signe BUUS THOMSEN

\

| expected 2NT to end the auction. North’s 2} was
24+, because Kokish had not been used.

A spade lead is the only successful one, and Mikael
Rimstedt was blessed with a very leadable holding there. He
led the [K, the [ Q and then the [ 10, Joanna Zochowska
winning with the ace. She cashed the { K and followed with
the J K and J A. When the { A brought no good news, she
continued with the {J. Signe Buus Thomsen won with the
{Q and benefitted from her partner’s previous unblocking,
cashing the 98 for one down. That was N/S -50.

Closed Room

West North East South
Kalita Tebha Baldysz Tijssen
— — — Pass
Pass 23 Pass 24+
Pass 27" Pass 20
Pass 2NT Pass 3
Pass 37" Pass 47

All Pass

Anam Tebha’s 2] was Kokish, showing either hearts
or a very strong balanced hand. 2 asked which, and
2NT brought the auction back onto the Open Room path.
North’s 3] response was Muppet Stayman, denying
four or five cards in a major. Anyway, we were granted a
different contract, and there may be a big swing.

Cathy Baldysz led the [ K, declarer winning with the ace
and cashing the L AK. The {Q did not fall, but at least
the suit was 3-2. She continued with the {10, East ruffing

Vanessa ZOCHOWSKA
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and forcing the dummy with the [ Q. Declarer ran the JJ
successfully, crossed to the ] A and ruffed her last spade with
the ] 10. She then played a safe club to the ace, drew the last
trump and made the {106 for +450. Team Ashe therefore
won 11 IMPs, conjured from the breeze.

There’s a popular theory that you are lucky when both pairs
in your team fare horribly on the same board, rather than two
different boards. Instead of losing two big swings, you lose just
one slightly bigger swing. | wonder if the Ashe team took this
view on our next offering.

Board 4. Dealer West. All Vul.

[ K9754
] Q@852
{53
¥} 74
LA N [ QJ1086
1 J109 W"E 1 AK
£J10982 k { AK76
3 J963 S 3 K2
[ 32
1 7643
{ Q4
¥ AQ1085
Open Room
West North East South
Buus Thomsen  Zochowska M.Rimstedt Schmidt
Pass Pass 23 Dble
Pass Pass 2L Pass
33 Pass 3NT All Pass

\

Jacek KALITA

Schmidt’s double of the artificial 2 had shown clubs.
He led the ] 6 against 3NT, producing the 9, 5 and king.
| found it reassuring to witness a very long pause by the
declarer, Mikael Rimstedt. Bridge is a difficult game — even
for the best in the world. He cashed the { K, following with
dummy’s {J, and then crossed to the [ A. The {10 came
next, North completing a peter, and there was another
pause from declarer. Eventually, he played low from his
hand, not welcoming South’s {Q. Schmidt cleared the
hearts and declarer took three diamond tricks. The ] J to
North’s queen was followed by a club switch. (It was not
safe for her to cash the [ K first, in case declarer held the
FA.) South scored his }AQ and that was one down.

Closed Room

West North East South
Kalita Tebha Baldysz Tijssen
Pass Pass 13 Pass
1L~ Pass irx Pass
24{* Pass 2[* Pass
3NT Pass Pass Dble
Rdbl All Pass

The 1} had been Polish Club, and Luc Tijssen doubled
3NT for a club lead. Kalita had substantial assistance in the
club suit and ventured a bold redouble! The }7 was led,
to the 2, queen and 6. South played ace and another club,
declarer winning with the 9.

Kalita ran the {J to the queen, won the [ 3 return and
cashed dummy’s ] AK, four diamond tricks and the }J gave
him the contract, and he must have enjoyed writing a round
+1000 on his card. It was 15 IMPs to Szpilka, and the Ashe
team showed no indication of how lucky they had been.

|

Anam TEBHA

Cathy BALDYSZ
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Board 9. Dealer North. E/W Vul.

[ J875
1 A86
{ A1092
¥ K9
[ 109 N [ 32
1 K7 W"]3]\]109532
{8543 ks { K76
¥ 106432 ¥ J8
[ AKQ64
1 Q4
{ QJ
¥ AQ75
Open Room
West North East South
Buus Thomsen Zochowska M.Rimstedt Schmidt
— 1{ Pass 1L
Pass 2L Pass 2NT*
Pass 4 Pass 6L

All Pass

It was a simple but excellent auction. The raise to 2
might have been on 3-card support, and 2NT was a relay
seeking further information. With only three spades, North
would bid something other than spades. Zochowska liked
her hand and bid 4 [ rather than 3. Schmidt needed no
further encouragement to bid a small slam. Well done!

Declarer won the }2 led with dummy’s king and played
the ace and jack of trumps. He then crossed to his }A to

Anam TEBHA

run the € Q. When this lost to the king, he claimed the
balance for +980.

Closed Room

West North East South
Kalita Tebha Baldysz Tijssen
— 1{ Pass 1
Pass 2L Pass 2NT*
Pass 3L Pass 4%
Pass 44 Pass 47+
Pass 4 All Pass

At the other table Anam Tebha valued her hand as worth
only 3 on the third round. | have absolutely no quarrel
with this. In spite of this, partner then cue-bid clubs and also
made a Last Train slam try. Surely the North hand could be
no better than it was. She has three good cards in the side
suits and has only shown one of them.

The J K was led and declarer claimed +480 when the
diamond finesse lost. It was 11 IMPs to Szpilka.

Board 10. Dealer East. All Vul.

LQ
1 KQ542
{ 1095
3 J1043
[ J862 N [ K109754
] A10976 W"E 133
{63 k L AJ7
3 A2 4 3 Qe
[ A3
1 8
{ KQ842
¥ K9875
Open Room
West North East South
Buus Thomsen  Zochowska M.Rimstedt Schmidt
— — 1L 2NT
3{ 4% Pass Pass
4 All Pass

Schmidt entered with a vulnerable UNT bid that would
have had Terence Reese shaking his head. Buus Thomsen
showed a limit-raise or better in spades, and the 4} from
North was followed by two passes. Her 4 [ was splendidly
judged, particularly as 4 } might have been made.

Mikael Rimstedt won the 7] 8 lead with dummy’s ace,
playing the J J from his hand. The [[2 drew a welcome [Q
from North and was covered by the king and ace. Declarer
won the {K switch, drew the last trump, and played a heart
to the 6 and queen. He then claimed +620. A heart could
be set up for a club discard, and declarer’s losers would be
just a trump, a heart and a diamond. That was +620.

29
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Closed Room

West North East South
Kalita Tebha Baldysz Tijssen
— — 1L 2L

3{ 31 3L All Pass

The auction cannot be faulted, but +170 meant that
Ashe won 10 IMPs.

We will end on a happy note, with two praiseworthy slam
auctions.

Board 12. Dealer West. N/S Vul.

[ 86542
J 932
{985
> Q9
[ AJ103 [ Q9
] 105 "]KQJS?G
{ AKQ ks
¥ KJ108 } A 752
[ K7
1 A4
{£J107643
¥} 643
Open Room
West North East South
Buus Thomsen  Zochowska M.Rimstedt Schmidt
24{* Pass 3{* Pass
31 Pass 43 Pass
4L+ Pass 4[> Dble
Rdble* Pass ANT Pass
57 Pass 61 All Pass

AL\ \ m

TR i

The 2 opening showed 18-19 balanced. When Schmidt
doubled 4 [ for the lead, Buus Thomsen promptly redoubled
to show first-round control. RKCB then finished the job.

The [2 lead went to the queen, king and ace. Buus
Thomsen then took the precaution of cashing the {AK,
discarding dummy’s remaining spade. When she then
played a trump, South won and returned a trump. Twelve
tricks were claimed.

JlP

29
>

it @

Closed Room

West North East South
Kalita Tebha Baldysz Tijssen
INT Pass 24{* Pass
21 Pass 4L+ Pass
ANT Pass 5L Dble
61 All Pass

East’s 4 was a self-agreeing splinter bid. South’s double
of 5 was less likely to strike gold than at the other table,
since a strong 1INT lay over him. A spade was led, and
Kalita found the same safety play made at the other table It
was an impressive push board.

Szpilka edged this first session by 32-29. It had been an
entertaining watch.

Sharpen Your Game with

bridgebee

The Smart Way to Practice Bridge

BridgeBee offers an engaging way to
practice, improve, and play bridge hands
interactively - anytime, anywhere.

Learn as You Play

Each hand is crafted by top teachers and
players, with instant feedback and expert
analysis to help you improve.

Play Hands from Around the World

Explore themed collections, tournament
scenarios, and classic challenges curated by
bridge experts.

Accessible on Any Device

No software to download - just log in and
play from your browser on your computer,
tablet, or phone.

Interactive. Intelligent. Fun.
BridgeBee makes practice feel like play.

Try it today at
BridgeBee.app
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vears of memories

September, 12 - 22, 2025

www.pulabridgefestival.com
Hotel Park Plaza Histria

Pula, Croatia
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60 years tradition co over 40 countries

Welcome Pairs

IMP Pairs

Mixed & Open Teams
Mini-Teams BAM
Lara Mixed & Open Pairs
Open Teams

Open Teams

Open Teams - final A
Brk Open Pairs

Brk Open Pairs

Daily Additonal Pairs
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“ >
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luxury venue Hotel Park Plaza Histria oo fancy surroundings
monuments from Roman times oo great summer weather at Adriatic coast
accommodation from 25 euro/person/day co daily bulletins co international TD crew
live broadcast on BBO oo entries: 15-30 Euro/person/day oo generous prizes

info T booking (best rates): Tihana Brkljacic tihana@pilar.hr, +385 99 666 8877

booking: www.arenahotels.corv+ Promo Code: BRIDGEJto get the best price

arenahotels.com guarantees the best price
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PULA BRIDCE FESTIVAL
September 13 - 21, 2025

ENTRIES TO ALL EVENTS
+ ACCOMMODATION 8 NIGHTS (SAT-SUN):

U3l = €350
U25 = € 300

U2l = € 250

U18 — please stay with adults as Pula may
be dangerous sometimes

Information: pulabridgefestival.com

Booking & assistance: tthana@pilar.hr

Please book by July 25"

INTERNATIONAL
BRIDCE FESTIVAL

PULA




