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We could not have wished for a more exciting last day, as 
leading the teams battled for supremacy. With only one 
round remaining Monaco appeared to be in a strong position, 
but there are no easy matches in a major championship and 
Boznia and Herzegovina scored a big win that knocked their 
opponents not only from the top of the table but also off the 
podium. The overnight leaders Faroe Islands had a tough 
series of fixtures and they too fell short of the podium. 
Lithuania and Hungary were the teams to take their chances 
and appear on the rostrum.

Pride of place goes to Serbia, who won all five matches today 
to retain the title they won last year in Larnaca, becoming 
the first country to achieve the feat. It was the only time 
during the event that they topped the table. I don’t know if 
a third successive win will mean they get to keep the trophy, 
but I do know that this victory gives them a spot in the 2024 
Champions Cup.

Ranking after Round 15
1 	 SERBIA 	 188.14
2 	 LITHUANIA 	 182.31
3 	 HUNGARY 	 181.61
4 	 MONACO 	 179.15
5 	 FAROE ISLANDS 	 174.78
6 	 CZECH REPUBLIC 	 170.74
7 	 LATVIA 	 163.66
8 	 ROMANIA 	 153.09
9 	 ESTONIA 	 152.60
10 	 CROATIA 	 144.85
11 	 BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA 	 140.89
12 	 BULGARIA 	 128.14
13 	 CYPRUS 	 125.69
14 	 SLOVAKIA 	 125.48
15 	 SAN MARINO 	 64.07
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Lightning can Strike Twice – Браво!
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2nd place: LITHUANIA

3rd place: HUNGARY

Thank you to 
Aarne Rummel
for organising the
15th Small Federation Games!



The Last Round Up
Going into the last day Faroe Islands led by 7.45 

VP, but they still had to play Monaco, Romania and 
Serbia.

In Round 11, this deal stood out:

Board 2. Dealer East. N/S Vul.
			  [	 A K Q 6 3
			  ]	 K Q 6
			  {	 Q 4
			  }	 6 5 3
	[	 9 8 5 2			   [	 J 10 4
	]	 —			   ]	 9 7 5 4 3 2
	{	 J 9 8 7			   {	 10 3
	}	 A J 10 7 2			   }	 9 4
			  [	 7
			  ]	 A J 10 8
			  {	 A K 6 5 2
			  }	 K Q 8

Open Room
	West	 North	 East	 South
	Vachtarcik	 Neimanis	 Macura	 Jansons

	—	 —	 Pass	 1{
	Pass	 1[	 Pass	 2]
	Pass	 3}*	 Pass	 3NT
	Pass	 6NT	 All Pass

3}	 Fourth suit forcing

West led the [2 and declarer won in dummy, 
played a club to the king and ace and won the return 
of the }J. In due course he had 12 tricks stacked in 
front of him, +1440.

Closed Room
	West	 North	 East	 South
	Bendiks	 Seker	 Romanovska	 Volhejn

	—	 —	 Pass	 1}*
	Pass	 1[	 Pass	 1NT*
	Pass	 2}*	 Pass	 2{*
	Pass	 2[*	 Pass	 3{
	Pass	 4{	 Pass	 4]
	Pass	 4[	 Pass	 4NT*
	Pass	 5}*	 Pass	 5{*
	Pass	 5NT*	 Pass	 6{
	All Pass

That looks like a combination of a Strong Club with 
some relays. They are usually extremely accurate, but 

here NS missed the top spot – and it proved to be 
expensive.

West led the }A and waited for his trump trick, 17 
IMPs going to Latvia.

Three pairs went down in 6{, while another went 
down in 6], West leading the }A. However, despite 
the 6-0 break 6] can be made! Say West plays a 
second club. Declarer wins and cashes the ]10 getting 
the bad news. Declarer takes three rounds of spades 
discarding a club and then cashes two diamonds. 
That’s seven tricks and with ]KQ in dummy and ]
AJ8 in hand a crossruff delivers the remaining five 
that are required.

Faroe Islands recorded a narrow win over Cyprus, 
Monaco gaining a little ground by collecting 14 VP 
against Bulgaria That was good news for Romania, 
who had their bye. The scores were 144.72, 140.13 
and 134.78.

Round 12 saw the top two teams in opposition. 
They each gained an overtrick IMP on the two opening 
deals and Monaco then picked up a couple by playing 
in 6NT rather than 6{ with these two hands: 

[ K Q 7 6 2  ] K Q  { K Q 7 2  } K 5 opposite 
[ A 4  ] 4 2  { A J 6 5 3  } A Q 9 7.



The BBO match featured neighbouring teams from 
the Balkans.

Board 17. Dealer North. None Vul.
			  [	 9 7 4
			  ]	 A 8 4
			  {	 A J 9 7 4
			  }	 10 6
	[	 A 10 3			   [	 K Q 8 6
	]	 K Q 9 7 2			   ]	 3
	{	 K Q 3 2			   {	 10 8
	}	 —			   }	 Q J 8 5 4
			  [	 J 5 2
			  ]	 J 10 6 5
			  {	 6 5
			  }	 K 7 3

Croatia v Serbia
Open Room
	West	 North	 East	 South
	Zipovski	 Zoric	 Radisic	 Cekol

	—	 Pass	 2}*	 Pass
	2{*	 Dble	 Pass	 2]
	Dble	 All Pass

2}	 Precision style
2{	 Looking for a major

West must have thought Christmas had come 
early. Indeed it had, as South had misinterpreted his 
partner’s double and the penalty amounted to -1100.

West led the }9 and East won and switched to 
the ]3 for the ten, queen and ace. When declarer 
continued with a club for the queen and king West 
ruffed and played the ]K followed by the ]9, sealing 
declarer’s fate, the {A being his fourth and last trick.

Closed Room
	West	 North	 East	 South
	Caric	 Vujcic	 Marinovski	 Altman

		 Pass	 1}	 Pass
	1]	 2{	 3}	 Pass
	3NT	 All Pass

North led the {4 and when dummy’s {10 held 
declarer played a heart to the king, taking the club 
finesse when it held. That also held so declarer 
continued clubs, South winning the third round with 
the }K and playing a diamond. When his king held 
declarer cashed out for 11 tricks and +460 but Serbia 
had 12 IMPs.

My next offering also involves an unfortunate 
misunderstanding:

Board 19. Dealer South. E/W Vul.
			  [	 A 7 6
			  ]	 Q 10
			  {	 K Q J 8 6 2
			  }	 8 5
	[	 Q 4 2			   [	 K 5
	]	 K J 9 5 4			   ]	 6
	{	 9 5			   {	 A 7 4
	}	 A K 10			   }	 Q J 9 7 4 3 2
			  [	 J 10 9 8 3
			  ]	 A 8 7 3 2
			  {	 10 3
			  }	 6

Croatia v Serbia
Open Room
	West	 North	 East	 South
	Zipovski	 Zoric	 Radisic	 Cekol

	—	 —	 —	 2{*
	Dble	 Pass	 2[*	 All Pass

The alerted bids were not annotated. If South’s 
2{ promised both majors then 2[ was unlikely to be 
natural. If 2{ was a Multi then 2[ would usually be 
a natural bid.

That severe breach of Burn’s Law of Total Trumps 
saw declarer manage to escape with six tricks, -200.

It reminded me of a story from the early days of 
the Multi. In one room our pair had bid a decent 
Grand Slam that went one down for -50. When 
they announced their result while scoring up, their 
teammates said, ‘flat’. ‘Oh, they were one down in 
7{ as well’. ‘No, they were one down in 2[’. (West 
had opened a Multi 2{ and when North doubled East 
bid 2[ thinking it must be forcing, so they played in 
a 2-1 fit.)

Closed Room
	West	 North	 East	 South
	Caric	 Vujcic	 Marinovski	 Altman

	—	 —	 —	 Pass
	1]	 2{	 3}	 Pass
	3{*	 Pass	 4}	 Pass
	5}	 All Pass

Soth led the {10 and declarer could not avoid the 
loss of three tricks, one down, -100 but 3 IMPs for 
Croatia.

While this was going on the score in the top of 
the table clash after 8 boards had advanced to 6-2 in 
favour of Monaco. Meanwhile Cyprus, who had only 
lost narrowly to the leaders in the previous round were 
leading Romania 11-1.



Faroe Islands v Monaco
Open Room
	West	 North	 East	 South
	Allavena	 Lassaberg	 Desmoulins	 Mikkelsen

	—	 —	 —	 Pass
	1]	 2{	 Dble*	 Pass
	2]	 Pass	 3}	 All Pass

West did well to pass 3}, declarer taking 10 tricks 
for +130.

Closed Room
	West	 North	 East	 South
	Dam	 Fissore	 Mohr	 Catellani

	—	 —	 —	 Pass
	1]	 2{	 3}	 Pass
	4]	 All Pass

It looks as if West thought 3} promised heart 
support. It was another Burn’s Law violation, although 
not as serious as the previous one we witnessed.

This unfortunate contract finished four down, -200 
giving Monaco 11 IMPs, taking them to the top of the 
table.

Serbia and Lithuania had overtaken Romania but 
a big swing on the last board of the latter’s match 
against Cyprus left the leader board looking like 
this: Monaco 154.93, Faroe Islands 149.92, Serbia 
144.28, Romania 143.64.

While the players went for lunch, I visited the 
dentist for an appointment with the hygienist, hoping 
to be back in time for the start of Round 13.

On the opening deal NS held 
[ 9 6 3  ] A 7 5 3  { A J 1 0 5 2  } 9  and 
[ K Q 1 0 8 2  ] 8  {  K 9 8 4 3  } A 3. 
When South opened 1[ West, holding 
[ A 7 5  ] K Q 1 0  { Q 7  } K 1 0 7 5 2 
sometimes overcalled 1NT. 6{ could not be 

defeated, while only a double dummy diamond lead 
would defeat 6[.   

No one bid a slam, while three pairs failed to bid 
game and another allowed EW to play peacefully in 
5}. Monaco were one of the teams to benefit from 
the missed game, to the tune of 10 IMPs.

Board 25. Dealer North. E/W Vul.
			  [	 K J 10 9 8
			  ]	 A 10 8
			  {	 10 7 6
			  }	 7 3
	[	 Q 7 3			   [	 6 5 4
	]	 4			   ]	 K Q 6 2
	{	 A 9 8 4			   {	 3 2
	}	 A K Q J 9			   }	 10 8 4 2
			  [	 A 2
			  ]	 J 9 7 5 3
			  {	 K Q J 5
			  }	 6 5

Romania v Faroe Islands
Open Room
	West	 North	 East	 South
	Egholm	 Micescu	 Jokladal	 Savin

	—	 Pass	 Pass	 1]
	Dble	 2{*	 Pass	 2]
	Pass	 2[*	 Pass	 3{
	Pass	 4]	 All Pass

It’s possible that 2{ showed a fit for hearts, with 
2[ being a source of tricks, but the end result was a 
hopeless game, declarer taking only eight tricks, -100.

Closed Room
	West	 North	 East	 South
	R Mihal	 Mohr	 G Mihal	 Dam

	—	 Pass	 Pass	 1]
	Dble	 2]	 Pass	 Pass
	Dble	 3]	 Dble	 All Pass

I’m not sure why North thought his hand was 
worth another bid. It removed any possibility that East 
might risk passing 2] doubled, and 3} would almost 
certainly have failed. 3] doubled had to go down, 



-100 so no swing.

Board 27. Dealer South. None Vul.
			  [	 K 5
			  ]	 6
			  {	 J 10 9 7 2
			  }	 A K 8 7 3
	[	 A 9 6			   [	 J 7 4 2
	]	 A 10 7 5 4			   ]	 Q 9 2
	{	 K 8 5			   {	 6 4 3
	}	 Q 4			   }	 J 9 5
			  [	 Q 10 8 3
			  ]	 K J 8 3
			  {	 A Q
			  }	 10 6 2

Romania v Faroe Islands
Open Room
	West	 North	 East	 South
	Egholm	 Micescu	 Jokladal	 Savin

	—	 —	 —	 1}
	1]	 2]*	 Pass	 2NT
	Pass	 3NT	 All Pass

West led the ]4 for the queen and king and declarer 
played two rounds of diamonds, West winning and 
switching to the [9 (a low heart is a killer) for the jack 
and queen. When declarer played back a spade West 
took the ace and exited with a diamond. Declarer as 
locked in dummy and when East got in with the }J he 
played a heart for one down, -100. 

Having taken a spade trick declarer should play on 
clubs. If he cashes the }AK seeeing West’s queen, 

he can take dummy’s diamonds before exiting with 
the [K, West having to surrender the last trick to 
declarer’s ]J.

Closed Room
	West	 North	 East	 South
	R Mihal	 Mohr	 G Mihal	 Dam

	—	 —	 —	 1}
	1]	 2]*	 Pass	 2NT
	Pass	 3NT	 All Pass

West led the ]5 for the queen and king and 
declarer played a spade to dummy’s king and took 
a losing diamond finesse. There was nothing West 
could do to prevent nine tricks being scored, +400 
and 10 IMPs for Faroe Islands.

The winning defence is not easy to see – West must 
rise with the [A and play a low heart, establishing the 
setting tricks before the {K is dislodged.

When Romania reached the second-best game on 
Board 29 playing in 4[ (as opposed to the virtually 
laydown 3NT) with 

[ A 1 0 8 4  ] 7  { Q 6  } A J 7 6 5 4 opposite
[ K 5 3  ] K J 5 4  { A 8  } K 1 0 9 2 
they suffered another setback as spades broke 

5-1 and when declarer played for them to break he 
finished five down, -500 and that resulted in the loss 
of 15 IMPs when Faroe Islands bid 3NT for +600.

Meanwhile Monaco and Serbia were winning 
comfortably against Slovakia and San Marino and at 
the end of the round these were the scores: Monaco 
168.07 Faroe Islands 165.67 Serbia 161.96 and 
Hungary 156.04.



Board 31. Dealer South. N/S Vul.
			  [	 J 6 4 3
			  ]	 9 4
			  {	 A 9 4
			  }	 A Q 8 4
	[	 Q 10 8 5			   [	 A 9 7
	]	 10 7 3			   ]	 K Q J 2
	{	 7 2			   {	 K J 6 5
	}	 10 9 6 3			   }	 5 2
			  [	 K 2
			  ]	 A 8 6 5
			  {	 Q 10 8 3
			  }	 K J 7

Monaco v Hungary
Open Room
	West	 North	 East	 South
	Argay	 Allavena	 M Kemeny	 Desmoulins

	—	 —	 —	 1{
	Pass	 1[	 Pass	 1NT
	Pass	 2}*	 Pass	 2{*
	Pass	 2NT	 Pass	 3NT
	All Pass

2}	 Checkback
2{	 Not 3[

West led the ]7 for the queen and ace and declarer 
cashed three clubs ending in dummy and played the 
{9. East went up with the {K, cashed the ]J and 
then played the ]K, crashing partner’s ]10. He 
switched to the [7 but declarer put up the king and 
had 10 tricks, +630.

Closed Room
	West	 North	 East	 South
	Fissare	 G Kemeny	 Catellani	 Trenka

	—	 —	 —	 1{
	Pass	 1[	 Pass	 1NT
	Pass	 2}*	 Pass	 2{*
	Pass	 2NT	 Pass	 3NT
	All Pass

2}	 Checkback
2{	 Not 3[

West led the }3 and declarer won with dummy’s 
}8, played a diamond to the eight, a diamond to 
dummy’s ace and a diamond, East taking the queen 
and switching to the ]Q for the five, three and four. 
When East continued with the ]J declarer might have 
risen with the ]A but he ducked, and East switched to 
the [7. Declarer went up with the [K and claimed 
his contract, +600.

If West has three hearts, it is essential that one 
of them is the ]10. Having won with the ]Q East 
must continue with the ]2. He can still do that when 
declarer ducks the ]J.

Both teams had missed an opportunity.
Seven other pairs bid 3NT – they were all defeated.

Board 35. Dealer North. None Vul.
			  [	 A Q 9 7
			  ]	 8 4
			  {	 K 10 9 8 7 2
			  }	 8
	[	 K 10 5 2			   [	 J 4 3
	]	 Q 9 7 6			   ]	 A 3 2
	{	 J 5			   {	 A Q 6 4
	}	 A 6 5			   }	 K J 3
			  [	 8 6
			  ]	 K J 10 5
			  {	 3
			  }	 Q 10 9 7 4 2

Monaco v Hungary
Open Room
	West	 North	 East	 South
	Argay	 Allavena	 M Kemeny	 Desmoulins

		 Pass	 1NT	 Pass
	2}*	 2{	 Dble	 Pass
	3{	 Pass	 3NT	 All Pass

South led the }10 and declarer won with the jack and 
played a spade for the ten and queen, North switching to 
the ]8. South won with the king, and switched to the 
{3 for the jack, king and ace. When declarer played the 
[J North took it (ducking is best) and returned the {10, 
declarer winning with the queen and playing a spade to 
dummy’s king. When South discarded a club there were 
only eight tricks, one down, -50.

Instead of playing a third spade declarer should 
take two hearts ending in dummy and cash the }
A. When North discards South’s shape is known to 
be 2-4-1-6. Declarer exits with a heart and North is 
forced to pitch a diamond, as does declarer. South 
wins and has to play a club, but that squeezes North, 
who is down to [97 {9.

Closed Room
	West	 North	 East	 South
	Fissare	 G Kemeny	 Catellani	 Trenka

	—	 Pass	 1NT	 3}
	Dble	 Pass	 3NT	 All Pass

South led the }9 and declarer won and played a 
spade for the ten and queen, North exiting with the 
{10 which ran to dummy’s jack. A club to dummy’s 



ace saw North pitch the {2 and declarer continued 
with a diamond to the queen. When he played the ]3 
South went up with the king and exited with a club. 
Declarer won, cashed the ]A and {A and the ]Q, 
+400 and 10 IMPs to Monaco.

On Board 36 NS held 
[ A J 1 0 9 5  ] K 1 0 9 7  { 9  } J 9 4  facing 
[ Q 2  ] Q J  { K Q 8 6 3 2  } A 6 3 . 
Spades were 3-3 with the king onside and as the 

cards lay 3NT was unbeatable. Hungary bid it for 
+660 which was worth 10 IMPs when Monaco played 
in 2[ for +170.

Meanwhile Faroe Islands was losing 13-27 against 
Czech Republic and Romania was down 8-26 against 
Lithuania. Serbia was leading Cyprus 15-1.

Board 38. Dealer East. E/W Vul.
			  [	 8 5 3
			  ]	 A Q 5 2
			  {	 A 8 7 2
			  }	 10 6
	[	 A J 10			   [	 7 6 4
	]	 10 9			   ]	 K 4 3
	{	 K Q J			   {	 10 6 4 3
	}	 K Q 9 4 3			   }	 8 7 5
			  [	 K Q 9 2
			  ]	 J 8 7 6
			  {	 9 5
			  }	 A J 2

Monaco v Hungary
Open Room
	West	 North	 East	 South
	Argay	 Allavena	 M Kemeny	 Desmoulins

	—	 —	 Pass	 1}
	1NT	 Dble	 2}*	 Pass
	Pass	 Dble	 All Pass

South led the [K and declarer won and returned 
the [10 South winning and switching to the {9, 
declarer winning with the king cashing the [J and 
the playing the }K. South won, played a diamond, 
ruffed the diamond return and played the ]8. North 
won and had only to play his remaining diamond to 
secure a trump promotion as South would ruff with 
the }J. North’s heart exit allowed declarer to win and 
draw the outstanding trumps for +180.

Closed Room
	West	 North	 East	 South
	Fissare	 G Kemeny	 Catellani	 Trenka

			  Pass	 1NT*
	Dble	 Pass	 2}	 Pass
	Pass	 Dble	 All Pass

South led the {9 for the king and two and played 
the }K followed by the }3, South winning with the 
}J. South cashed the }A and exited with a diamond, 
North winning and returning the ]5, but when the 
]K held declarer played a spade and could not be 
denied eight tricks for a flat board.

Board 40. Dealer West. None Vul.
			  [	 Q
			  ]	 Q 8 4 3
			  {	 J 8 6 4
			  }	 K 10 5 3
	[	 A K 10 9 7			   [	 6 5 2
	]	 K 10 9 5			   ]	 A J 6
	{	 A 9			   {	 K 7
	}	 A 4			   }	 Q J 8 7 6
			  [	 J 8 4 3
			  ]	 7 2
			  {	 Q 10 5 3 2
			  }	 9 2

Monaco v Hungary
Open Room
	West	 North	 East	 South
	Argay	 Allavena	 M Kemeny	 Desmoulins

	1[	 Pass	 1NT*	 Pass
	2NT	 Pass	 3[	 Pass
	4}*	 Pass	 4NT*	 Pass
	5{*	 Pass	 6[	 All Pass

4}	 Cue
4NT	 RKCB
5{	 1/4 keycards

North led the {6 and declarer won with the ace, 
cashed the [A, went to dummy with a diamond, 
played a spade to the ten, a heart to the jack, a spade 
to the nine, cashed the [K, ran the ]10, crossed to 
the ]A and tried the club finesse, +980.

Closed Room
	West	 North	 East	 South
	Fissare	 G Kemeny	 Catellani	 Trenka	

	1[	 Pass	 2}	 Pass
	2]	 Pass	 4[	 Pass
	6[	 All Pass

North led the [Q and the play followed a similar 
pattern to that at the other table, no swing. Hungary 
had won a close encounter 18-16. With Faroe Islands 
and Romania suffering heavy defeats, Serbia’s win 
over Cyprus left them just 1.34 VP behind Monaco, 
setting up what in some circles is described as a 
potential Grandstand finish.



In the final round Monaco faced Boznia and 
Herzegovina, while Serbia had to meet third placed 
Faroe Islands. Rien ne va plus!

Board 41. Dealer North. E/W Vul.
			  [	 9 7
			  ]	 K J 3 2
			  {	 J 10 8 6 5
			  }	 10 8
	[	 5 3			   [	 A K 4 2
	]	 Q 10 7 4			   ]	 A 9 6
	{	 9 2			   {	 K 4
	}	 A K 6 4 2			   }	 J 7 5 2
			  [	 Q J 10 8 6
			  ]	 8 5
			  {	 A Q 7 3
			  }	 Q 9

Faroe Islands v Serbia
Open Room
	West	 North	 East	 South
	Zipovski	 Lassaberg	 Radisic	 Mikkelsen

	—	 Pass	 1{*	 1[
	Dble	 Pass	 1NT	 All Pass

South led the [Q and declarer won, played the 
}5 to dummy’s ace, cashed the king dropping the 
}7 and took three more clubs followed by the ]Q 
for the king and ace and the ]9. When that held he 
exited with a spade and scored a diamond at the end, 
+180.

Closed Room
	West	 North	 East	 South
	Dam	 Vujcic	 Mohr	 Altman	

	—	 Pass	 1NT	 2[*
	2NT	 Pass	 3}	 Pass
	3]	 Pass	 3NT	 Pass
	Pass	 Dble	 All Pass

2[	 Spades and a minor

South led the [Q and when it held, North 
contributing the [9 he continued with the [8, 
declarer winning, playing a club to dummy’s ace and 
the ]Q covered by the king and ace. It looks as if 
declarer has eight tricks at this point, but I wonder if 
he had blocked the clubs? Not according to the BBO 
operator, but if declarer really did play two rounds 
of spades at this point the defenders had the rest for 
three down, -800 and 14 IMPs for Serbia.

Note that if declarer does not block the clubs South 
has to discard carefully, coming down to [J10 ]85 
{AQ to avoid being thrown in.

Monaco suffered a disaster on this deal, conceding 
-470 defending 2[ doubled in the Open Room (it 
should be two down after West’s lead of the }A) and 
+600 for the 3NT that made in the Closed Room, 
which gave Bosnia and Herzegovina a 14 IMP start.

The result of all this mayhem was to see Serbia 
move ahead, 188.47 playing 182.76.

Faroe Islands chipped away at Serbia’s lead, 
collecting IMPs over the next 4 deals to draw level at 
17 all. Monaco continued to struggle, trailing 4-23. 

Board 46. Dealer East. None Vul.
			  [	 A 9 2
			  ]	 K Q 8 3
			  {	 K 9 7 5
			  }	 K 4
	[	 8 7 6 3			   [	 Q 10 5 4
	]	 5 4			   ]	 A 10
	{	 J 6			   {	 Q 10 3 2
	}	 Q J 10 8 7			   }	 6 5 3
			  [	 K J
			  ]	 J 9 7 6 2
			  {	 A 8 4
			  }	 A 9 2

However, they stopped in game, as did their 
opponents.

Faroe Islands v Serbia
Open Room
	West	 North	 East	 South
	Zipovski	 Lassaberg	 Radisic	 Mikkelsen

	—	 —	 Pass	 1]
	Pass	 2NT*	 Pass	 3}*
	Pass	 3{*	 Pass	 4]
	All Pass

Closed Room
	West	 North	 East	 South
	Dam	 Vujcic	 Mohr	 Altman	

	—	 —	 Pass	 1]
	Pass	 2NT*	 Pass	 4]
	All Pass

Both teams took 12 tricks. Although the South 
hand is a minimum it is rich in controls. If South rebids 
3] a series of cue bids might see NS bid the slam.

The deal that followed saw NS have 
[ Q 9 6  ] Q 4  { A K J 9 4  } A 10 3 opposite
[ A J 10 5 2  ] A K 7 6  { 5  } J 6 2. 
6[ is not ridiculous, but the opening leader had 

the }KQ and the [K so it had no chance on a club 
lead.

Faroe Islands bid it, but so did Serbia. Monaco and 



Bosnia and Herzegovina also stopped in game.
When Monaco dropped 15 IMPs on Boards 48 

and 49 the Grandstand was nowhere in sight – indeed 
they had fallen off the podium. Lithunia and Hungary 
were now the challengers, although they were slightly 
more than 5 and 6 VP behind with deals running out.

Board 49. Dealer East. N/S Vul.
			  [	 A K 3
			  ]	 5 3
			  {	 A 10 9 7 5 4
			  }	 Q 4
	[	 Q 10 6 5 4			   [	 J 8 7
	]	 A 7			   ]	 Q J 8
	{	 K 8 6 3			   {	 Q J
	}	 5 2			   }	 K 10 9 7 3
			  [	 9 2
			  ]	 K 10 9 6 4 2
			  {	 2
			  }	 A J 8 6

Faroe Islands v Serbia
Open Room
	West	 North	 East	 South
	Zipovski	 Lassaberg	 Radisic	 Mikkelsen

	—	 1{*	 Pass	 1]
	Pass	 2{	 Pass	 2]
	2[	 Dble	 Pass	 3}
	Pass	 3]	 All Pass

West led the [5 and declarer won in dummy, 
played a club to the jack, went to dummy with a spade 
and played the }Q covered by the king and ace. The 
}6 was ruffed by West who switched to the {K. 
Declarer won in dummy, ruffed a diamond and played 
a club West ruffing with the ]A and exiting with the 
[4. 

This was the position:

			  [	 3
			  ]	 5 3
			  {	 10 9
			  }	 —
	[	 Q 6 4			   [	 J
	]	 —			   ]	 Q J 8
	{	 8 6			   {	 —
	}	 —			   }	 10
			  [	 —
			  ]	 K 10 9 6 4
			  {	 —
			  }	 —

When East followed declarer ruffed with the ]4 
and cashed the ]K for nine tricks.

Do you see what he had missed?
If he ruffs the spade with the ]6 and exits with the 

]10 east wins and exits with a club but declarer ruffs 
in hand with the ]4, overruffs in dummy with the ]5 
and collects East’s hearts for +170.

Closed Room
	West	 North	 East	 South
	Dam	 Vujcic	 Mohr	 Altman	

	—	 1{	 Pass	 2]*
	Pass	 4]	 All Pass

West led the }5 for the queen, king and ace and 
when declarer played two more clubs West ruffed in 
and switched to the [4. Declarer played three rounds 
of the suit ruffing and exited with a club. When West 
discarded declarer ruffed in dummy, cashed the {A 
and played a heart to the nine, claiming when West 
produced the ace, +420 and 7 IMPs to Serbia, sealing 
their victory in the match and the tournament.



Day 3 Results

Round 13
1 	 ROMANIA 	 FAROE ISLANDS 	 6 	 25 	 4.25 	 15.75
2 	 LATVIA 	 LITHUANIA 	 30 	 16 	 14.54 	 5.46
3 	 MONACO 	 SLOVAKIA 	 24 	 15 	 13.14 	 6.86
4 	 BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA 	 HUNGARY 	 7 	 29 	 3.61 	 16.39
5 	 BULGARIA 	 CYPRUS 	 7 	 21 	 5.46 	 14.54
6 	 CZECH REPUBLIC 	 ESTONIA 	 14 	 34 	 4.03 	 15.97
7 	 SERBIA 	 SAN MARINO 	 35 	 6 	 17.68 	 2.32
8 	 CROATIA 	 Bye 	 0 	 0 	 12 	 0.00 

Round 12
1 	 CROATIA 	 SERBIA 	 7 	 21 	 5.46 	 14.54
2 	 SAN MARINO 	 CZECH REPUBLIC 	 15 	 27 	 6.00 	 14.00
3 	 ESTONIA 	 BULGARIA 	 26 	 3 	 16.59 	 3.41
4 	 CYPRUS 	 ROMANIA 	 16 	 13 	 11.14 	 8.86
5 	 FAROE ISLANDS 	 MONACO 	 2 	 17 	 5.20 	 14.80
6 	 SLOVAKIA 	 LATVIA 	 20 	 16 	 11.50 	 8.50
7 	 LITHUANIA 	 BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA 	 33 	 2 	 18.00 	 2.00
8 	 HUNGARY 	 Bye 	 0 	 0 	 12 	 0.00

Round 14
1 	 MONACO 	 HUNGARY 	 16 	 18 	 9.23 	 10.77
2 	 LATVIA 	 BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA 	 47 	 18 	 17.68 	 2.32
3 	 ROMANIA 	 LITHUANIA 	 8 	 58 	 0.00 	 20.00
4 	 BULGARIA 	 SLOVAKIA 	 43 	 8 	 18.58 	 1.42
5 	 CZECH REPUBLIC 	 FAROE ISLANDS 	 49 	 13 	 18.71 	 1.29
6 	 SERBIA 	 CYPRUS 	 24 	 12 	 14.00 	 6.00
7 	 CROATIA 	 ESTONIA 	 42 	 16 	 17.16 	 2.84
8 	 SAN MARINO 	 Bye 	 0 	 0 	 12 	 0.00 

Round 15
1 	 FAROE ISLANDS 	 SERBIA 	 19 	 25 	 7.82 	 12.18
2 	 CYPRUS 	 CROATIA 	 8 	 44 	 1.29 	 18.71
3 	 ESTONIA 	 SAN MARINO 	 31 	 14 	 15.29 	 4.71
4 	 SLOVAKIA 	 CZECH REPUBLIC 	 7 	 38 	 2.00 	 18.00
5 	 LITHUANIA 	 BULGARIA 	 42 	 20 	 16.39 	 3.61
6 	 HUNGARY 	 ROMANIA 	 21 	 6 	 14.80 	 5.20
7 	 BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA 	 MONACO 	 38 	 6 	 18.15 	 1.85
8 	 LATVIA 	 Bye 	 0 	 0 	 12 	 0.00 

Round 11
1 	 LATVIA 	 CZECH REPUBLIC 	 27 	 23 	 11.50 	 8.50
2 	 SLOVAKIA 	 ESTONIA 	 13 	 18 	 8.15 	 11.85
3 	 LITHUANIA 	 SAN MARINO 	 37 	 13 	 16.78 	 3.22
4 	 HUNGARY 	 CROATIA 	 21 	 23 	 9.23 	 10.77
5 	 BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA 	 SERBIA 	 13 	 48 	 1.37 	 18.53
6 	 FAROE ISLANDS 	 CYPRUS 	 16 	 13 	 11.14 	 8.86
7 	 MONACO 	 BULGARIA 	 22 	 10 	 14.00 	 6.00
8 	 ROMANIA 	 Bye 	 0 	 0 	 12 	 0.00





Butler Ranking
PLA1	 PLA2	 Butl	 CntBrd	 CountryLongName

SIMIC Olga	 SIMIC Mihailo	 1.00	 30	 Serbia

ALTMAN Boris	 VUJCIC Veljko	 0.79	 90	 Serbia

VAINIKONIS Vytautas	 OLANSKI Wojtek	 0.77	 90	 Lithuania

EGHOLM Pol	 JOKLADAL Magni	 0.76	 80	 Faroe Islands

GIERULSKI Boguslaw	 SKRZYPCZAK Jerzy	 0.72	 100	 Lithuania

ZORIC Vedran	 MARINOVSKI Kiril	 0.62	 60	 Croatia

SIMIC Olga	 VUJCIC Veljko	 0.58	 40	 Serbia

VELICHKOV Veselin	 TODOROV Stefan	 0.48	 100	 Bulgaria

VOLHEJN Vit	 SEKER Basar Doga	 0.46	 140	 Czech Republic

TRENKA Peter	 KEMENY Gyorgy	 0.45	 140	 Hungary

CARIC Jurica	 SIPUS Marko	 0.42	 60	 Croatia

ARGAY Zsolt	 KEMENY Mark	 0.39	 140	 Hungary

CATELLANI Marco	 FISSORE Henri	 0.39	 140	 Monaco

MOHR Danjal Pauli	 DAM Arni	 0.38	 90	 Faroe Islands

ROMANOVSKA Maija	 BENDIKS Janis	 0.34	 140	 Latvia

ALLAVENA Jean-Charles	 DESMOULINS Christophe	 0.30	 140	 Monaco

ZIPOVSKI Dimitraki	 RADISIC Goran	 0.22	 120	 Serbia

KVOCEK Juraj	 VODICKA Martin	 0.21	 140	 Slovakia

MASIC Faruk	 MILOVIC Milovan	 0.18	 140	 Bosnia & Herzegovina

MACURA Milan	 VACHTARCIK Daniel	 0.17	 140	 Czech Republic

MARIPUU Jaanus	 SESTER Sven	 0.10	 140	 Estonia

LASSABERG Simun	 MIKKELSEN Arne	 0.05	 110	 Faroe Islands

NEIMANIS Janis	 JANSONS Ugis	 0.04	 140	 Latvia

TILLYRI Frosso	 FRANGOS Philippos	 0.04	 140	 Cyprus

MIHAI Geta	 MIHAI Radu	 0.02	 140	 Romania

SAVIN Daniel Octavian	 MICESCU Viorel	 -0.07	 140	 Romania

VAINIKONIS Erikas	 ARLOVICH Andrei	 -0.10	 90	 Lithuania

AAVA Jyri	 KURIG Vahur	 -0.21	 140	 Estonia

MARTINOVIC Drazen	 NOVOSEL Igor	 -0.37	 140	 Bosnia & Herzegovina

CARIC Jurica	 MARINOVSKI Kiril	 -0.48	 60	 Croatia

MARINOVSKI Kiril	 SIPUS Marko	 -0.60	 20	 Croatia

RADEV Radi	 DIMITROV Dinko	 -0.67	 90	 Bulgaria

ZORIC Vedran	 CEKOL Goran	 -0.68	 80	 Croatia

RUSEV Tony	 BINEV Hristo	 -0.69	 90	 Bulgaria

FAN Huaiyu	 IOANNOU Vassilis	 -0.81	 140	 Cyprus

LOHAY Karol	 HENC Marian	 -0.99	 140	 Slovakia

FAZZARDI Gianfranco	 PAOLUCCI Mauro	 -1.07	 140	 San Marino

RITIANI Maurizia	 PECCI Antonia	 -1.55	 140	 San Marino


