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Dear bridge friends,
Whether you are participants or accompanying persons, thank you so much for attending the Winter Games 
2020.
This third edition will come with a novelty : a third event is born, the TOP, The Open Pairs. It will complete 
the Zimmermann Cup and the Board-a-Match competition.
It is important that Europe offers, as is already the case in North America, top-level tournaments. I intend to 
continue this project for many years, with the hope of making it annual.
I am therefore particularly grateful for your presence, which encourages me to maintain my efforts.
My thanks also go to Jan Kamras and the EBL, without whom this event would not have been possible, as well 

as to the tournament director Patrick Chalard and all his staff.
Enjoy your stay and enjoy your bridge!
Yours sincerely.
Pierre Zimmermann

Dear participants, dear friends
It is a great pleasure for me personally, and on behalf of the EBL, to welcome you all to the third edition of the 
European Winter Games. Since its inception, it has become a much appreciated addition to our tournament 
calendar, pitting some of the world’s best teams against each other in long knockout matches for the coveted 
Zimmermann Cup (ZC), after a three-day “Swiss” qualification. The non-qualifiers continue competing in the 
exciting BAM event for the FMB Trophy. For those who have not yet played enough, the FMB organises a 
Pairs event immediately afterwards.
Thanks to the generous sponsoring of Pierre Zimmermann all events feature very attractive cash prizes. EBL 
master points are also awarded in the ZC and BAM, as well as medals in the ZC. Our sincere thanks go also 

to our co-host, the FMB and its president, Gilbert Vivaldi, as well as the whole organising team under the competent leadership of 
Patrick Chalard.
I am sure you will compete fiercely but fairly, demonstrating impeccable ethics and table manners. Later in this pamphlet you will find 
some important notes and useful excerpts from the Conditions of Contest.
I wish you all a very successful tournament and am looking forward to seeing you around the tables.
Jan Kamras
EBL President

Chers  amis bridgeurs,
Pierre Zimmermann a lancé la première édition des EWG  à Monte-Carlo en fixant une priorité : que la qualité de 
l’accueil en Principauté de Monaco soit à la hauteur de la qualité des participants.   
Nous sommes très heureux de vous recevoir à nouveau dans les salons prestigieux du Fairmont Monte-Carlo. Vous 
êtes au cœur de notre petit pays, à deux pas du nouveau One Monte-Carlo, du vieux Monaco sur le « Rocher » et 
bien d’autres lieux à découvrir.
Nous vous souhaitons de vivre intensément votre passion du bridge, de ramener chez vous de merveilleux souvenirs, 
agrémentés d’un des généreux prix si la chance a bien voulu s’ajouter à votre talent.
Bien cordialement.

Dear bridge friends,
When Pierre Zimmermann created the first European Winter Games he had in mind one priority : that the quality of our hospitality in 
Monaco should reflect the quality of  the participants.
We are very happy to welcome you once more to this prestigious venue – The Fairmont Monte-Carlo. You are right in the heart of our 
small Principality : close to the new One Monte-Carlo, the old town on « le Rocher » and many other places to discover.
We wish you to live your passion for bridge intensely, to bring home wonderful memories, embellished with one of the generous prizes 
if luck has added to your talent.
Enjoy your stay!
Gilbert Vivaldi,
President of the Monegasque bridge federation
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These notes are only for the convenience of the players and do not substitute for the obligation to 
know and follow all regulations covering this event.

General
• Mobile phones and other electronic devices capable of communication must be switched off and 

visible at the table at all times.
• Any team not seated and ready to play at the scheduled starting time of a session will be subject 

to automatic penalties.
• At the table, whether play is ongoing or not, players may be addressed in English only. TD 

adjudication will be conducted in English only.
• If a player finds an opponent not following the rules below, even after a warning, the proper 

recourse is to call a TD.

Bidding, Alerts and Explanations
• It is the responsibility of the alerting player to ensure that their screen-mate is aware of the alert. 

Explanations, if requested, shall be given in writing.
• A player’s first call should touch the extreme left of their segment of the bidding tray, with 

subsequent calls overlapping evenly to the right.
• Only Dummy or Declarer may remove the bidding tray from the table and replace the board on 

the table. Defenders may not touch the board.

During and after play
• The opening lead must be tabled before the screen aperture is opened, and only Declarer or 

Dummy may open, or request the opening of, the aperture.
• Each card should be played and placed on the table in a consistent manner and position. Once 

played, the position of the card should not be altered.
• Quitted tricks should be placed evenly and consistently on the table, with tricks won placed 

vertically and tricks lost placed horizontally.
• Only a player on the side of the screen receiving the tray may call attention to a break in tempo 

on the other side, by calling a TD.
• Players are strictly forbidden to watch play at another table.
• In respect of scores the protest time for all matches in the Swiss ends 30 minutes after the end of 

the last match, and for the Knockout matches 15 minutes after the end of the match.
• The time to request a TD ruling, or a review of a ruling already rendered, ends 30 minutes after 

the end of the match.

IMPORTANT NOTES FOR PLAYERS
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After six days of hard fight, the Mahaffey team 
(Boye Brogeland, Espen Lindqvist, Zia Mahmood, 
Jeff Meckstroth and Pierre Zimmermann) won the 
2018 Zimmermann Cup. 

The final was breathtaking. Until the last board, the 
Ventin team could still win, were it to bid a reasonable 
4 Spades. But it did not occur…

One of the architects of the victory in this event was 
a legend of the game, the American Jeff Meckstroth. 
Recently, he was awarded by the ACBL the title of 
Best Player of the Decade for the third consecutive 
time. Thirty years at the top of the world! An 
incredible performance, which is not even close to 
being equalled…

Let’s see him at work in the last and decisive 
segment:

Board 2. Dealer East. NS Vul.
   [ 7
   ] Q 5 3 2
   { J 10 9
   } A 10 8 3 2
 [ Q 6 5   [ K J 
 ] K 10 9 7 6   ] A J
 { K 2   { Q 6 5 4 3
 } K 7 5   } Q J 6 4
   [ A 10 9 8 4 3 2
   ] 8 4
   { A 8 7
   } 9

Open Room
 West North East South
 Palma Lindqvist Ventin Brogeland

 — — 1NT 2{*
 3NT All Pass

2{ Multi Landy

In the open room, Boye Brogeland led the Ace of 
Spades and continued with the 8 of Spades taken by 
the King (North discarding a Club).  Declarer played 
the Jack of Clubs, ducked, then the Ace and Jack of 
Hearts. North elected to duck (he could have won with 
and switched back a Diamond). After a Diamond to 
the King and a small Diamond from both hands, Juan 
Carlos Ventin had no way to win. North duly cashed 
his Ace of Clubs and insisted with another Club. The 
declarer played two rounds of Hearts but still had to 
concede the Ace of Diamond. One down.

THE QUEEN AT THE END

Closed Room
 West North East South
 Mahmood Nyström Meckstroth Hult

 — — 1NT 2{*
 Dble Rdbl* Pass 2[
 Pass Pass 3{ Pass
 3] Pass 3NT All Pass

2{ Multi Landy
Rdbl Bid your suit

In the close room, Simon Hult began with the 9 of 
Spades and Jeff Meckstroth won with the Jack before 
playing a Club to the King. Fredrik Nyström took 
it and returned the 7 of Clubs to the Queen (South 
discarding a Spade). Now it was clear for the declarer 
that North had no more Spades. So he played three 
rounds of Hearts. North insisted with the 10 of Clubs 
taken by the Jack. From then on, Jeff easily found 
his way to success : a Diamond to the King, the 
two established Hearts and a Spade. Depending on 
his discards, South had to surrender the Queen of 
Diamonds or the Queen of Spades !

A 10 IMPs swing, enough to win the title. 
PS : only a Heart lead defeats the contract (left to 

the brave readers).

MAHAFFEY WON THE 2018 ZIMMERMANN CUP

Vincent Labbé
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With its superb venue, the Fairmont Hotel, which 
affords outstanding playing conditions, and a magnifi-
cent (and lengthy) prize list, the Winter Games offers 
a perfect bridge cocktail. 

Although Monaco is often seen as the playground of 
the rich, its proximity to France means that you can also 
opt to stay just across the border and walk into town. It 
was therefore no surprise that the second edition of the 
Winter Games attracted a vastly increased entry.

Alongside Francesca Canali and the late lamented 
Jean-Paul Meyer, my role was to report the action for 
the Daily Bulletin.

The last deal of Round 3 was a corker - an excellent 
one for the armchair analysts:

Board 20. Dealer West. All Vul.
   [ A Q 6 5 2
   ] K 7 5 3 2
   { K 7 4
   } —
 [ K 8   [ J 10 9 4 3
 ] 9 6 4   ] 8
 { J 10 3   { Q 8 2
 } A J 8 6 4   } K 10 5 2
   [ 7
   ] A Q J 10
   { A 9 6 5
   } Q 9 7 3

Open Room
 West North East South
 Harris Meckstroth Root Zia

 Pass 1[ Pass 2}
 Pass 2] Pass 3]
 Pass 3[ Pass 3NT*
 Pass 4{* Pass 5{
 Pass 6] All Pass

That looks like a serious 3NT slam try.
East led the five of clubs and declarer ruffed West’s 

ace, cashed the king of diamonds,  played a diamond 
to the ace, ruffed a club, cashed the ace of spades, ruf-
fed a spade, ruffed a club and exited with a diamond. 
East won and could now have ensured the defeat of 
the contract by exiting with a trump. When he obli-
gingly returned a spade declarer could ruff, ruff a club 
and cross-ruff the last four tricks for +1430.

If declarer exits with a diamond instead of cashing 
the ace of spades, East wins and can exit with a trump, 
but now declarer can take the spade finesse and then 
cross-ruff his way home.

Closed Room
 West North East South
 Brogeland Hoogenkamp Lindqvist Helle

 Pass 1] Pass 2NT*
 Pass 4}* Pass 4{*
 Pass 4[* Pass 5{*
 Pass 5] Pass 5[*
 Pass 6] All Pass

2NT Heart support
4} Splinter
4{ Cue-bid
4[ Cue-bid
5{ Cue-bid
5[ Cue-bid

Here East led the jack of spades and declarer won 
with the queen, ruffed a spade, ruffed a club and con-
tinued the cross-ruff, cashing two diamonds along the 
way to flatten the board.

Meanwhile:

Open Room
 West North East South
 Versace Roll Lauria Levin

 Pass 1[ Pass 2}
 Pass 2[* Pass 3]
 Pass 3[ Pass 3NT
 Pass 4} Pass 4{
 Pass 6] All Pass

West led the jack of diamonds and declarer won in 
hand, played a spade to the ace and ruffed a spade. 
His next, fatal, move was to cash the ace of hearts. He 
took a second round, crossed to the king of diamonds, 
ruffed a spade ruffed a club and drew the outstanding 
trump. There were only eleven tricks, -100.

Closed Room
 West North East South
 Lengy Multon Bareket Zimmermann

 Pass 1[ Pass 2}*
 Pass 2] Pass 2NT*
 Pass 3{* Pass 3]*
 Pass 3NT* Pass 4}*
 Pass 4]* Pass 4[*
 Pass 4NT* Pass 5[*
 Pass 5NT* Pass 6}*
 Pass 6] All Pass

THE LIONS IN WINTER

Mark Horton looks back on the second edition of the Winter Games
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After a diamond lead declarer won in hand, cashed 
the ace of spades, ruffed a spade, ruffed a club, played 
a diamond to the ace, ruffed a club, ruffed a spade and 
ruffed a club. These cards remained:

   [ Q 6
   ] K 7
   { 7
   } —
 [ —   [ J 10
 ] 9 6 4   ] 8
 { J   { Q
 } A   } K
   [ —
   ] A Q
   { 9 6
   } Q

He now ruffed the [6, but was careful to do so 
with the ace of hearts! The point behind this play 
was mentioned by Pierre Schmidt, commentating on 
BBO. When this spade is ruffed, West can dispose of 
the ace of clubs. When declarer then plays the }Q 
from dummy, West ruffs with the ]9! (exactly how 
Bénédicte Cronier brought about declarer’s downfall 
in her match when he failed to see the danger and 
ruffed with the ]Q).

If declarer overruffs, he is one down (East’s ]8 will 
be the setting trick!)

So declarer must discard his diamond, but West 
plays a trump and declarer should realise his only 
chance is to win the trick with ]K! (now you see why 
it was necessary to ruff with the ]A.

The ]8 falls and last two tricks are taken by the ]7 
and [Q!! Beautiful, n’est ce pas?

BEST PLAY OF THE YEAR

This deal from the knock-out phase was another 
tough test:

Board 18. Dealer East. NS Vul.
   [ Q
   ] Q J 9
   { K Q 8 2
   } A 8 7 6 5 
 [ J 10 5 4   [ K 8 6 3
 ] 3   ] 10 8 2
 { A J 10 9 5   { 7 3
 } J 4 2   } K Q 9 3
   [ A 9 7 2
   ] A K 7 6 5 4
   { 6 4
   } 10

Netherlands Red had taken a narrow 5 IMP lead 
against Mahaffey. The Closed Room had finished play 
while there were still seven deals to play at the other 
table. Nothing bad had happened for either team, but 
there were no obvious deals on which Mahaffey could 
hope to gain. By the time board 18 settled on the ta-
ble, Mahaffey had narrowed the gap with a couple of 
overtricks. Close to 4000 spectators already knew the 
result in the other room:

Closed Room
 West North East South
 Zia Verbeek Meckstroth Molenaar

 — — Pass 1]
 2{ 2NT Pass 4]
 All Pass

West led the four of spades and declarer won with 
the ace and played a diamond to the king. When it 
held he cashed the ace of clubs, and cross-ruffed spa-
des and clubs, eventually pitching a diamond on the 
fourth club, finishing with eleven tricks, +650.

Open Room
 West North East South
 Nab Lindqvist Drijver Brogeland

 — — Pass 1]
 Pass 2} Pass 2]
 Pass 3] Pass 4}*
 Pass 4{* Pass 4NT*
 Pass 5}* Pass 5{*
 Pass 6{* Pass 6]
 All Pass

The players had no way of knowing that the auction 
in this room ensured that this would be the deal that 
decided the outcome of the match.

We had quite a few kibitzers in the Bulletin Room. 
The general feeling was that declarer would be unli-
kely to find the winning line - after all, the problem 
had proved too much for Helgemo in another match.

West led the two of clubs and declarer won with the 
ace. He ruffed a club and played a diamond. West 
took the ace and returned the jack and declarer won 
with the king and continued with the queen. East ruf-
fed with the eight of hearts and declarer overruffed, 
cashed the ace of spades, ruffed spade, ruffed a club, 
ruffed a spade, ruffed a club, ruffed his last spade 
and played a minor 8 from dummy, collecting East’s 
]102.

Bravo Boye! from the thousands watching online.
The 13 IMPs so brilliantly earned on this deal pro-

ved decisive (and was subsequently voted declarer play 
of the year by the IBPA).
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Registration : only Friday 5:00 to 8:00 PM

Payment entry fees: Friday 5:00 to 8:00 PM

and Saturday to 8:30 to 9:30 AM

10.00 - 11.30 : Q, Match 1/15

11.45 - 13.15 : Q, Match 2/15

14.30 - 16.00 : Q, Match 3/15

16.15 - 17.45 : Q, Match 4/15

18.00 - 19.30 : Q, Match 5/15

10 boards per match

SATURDAY 29TH FEBRUARY
SCHEDULE
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With its superb venue, the Fairmont Hotel, which 
affords outstanding playing conditions, and a magnifi-
cent (and lengthy) prize list, the Winter Games offers 
a perfect bridge cocktail. 

Although Monaco is often seen as the playground of 
the rich, its proximity to France means that you can also 
opt to stay just across the border and walk into town. It 
was therefore no surprise that the second edition of the 
Winter Games attracted a vastly increased entry.

Alongside Francesca Canali and the late lamented 
Jean-Paul Meyer, my role was to report the action for 
the Daily Bulletin.

The last deal of Round 3 was a corker - an excellent 
one for the armchair analysts:

Board 20. Dealer West. All Vul.
   [ A Q 6 5 2
   ] K 7 5 3 2
   { K 7 4
   } —
 [ K 8   [ J 10 9 4 3
 ] 9 6 4   ] 8
 { J 10 3   { Q 8 2
 } A J 8 6 4   } K 10 5 2
   [ 7
   ] A Q J 10
   { A 9 6 5
   } Q 9 7 3

Open Room
 West North East South
 Harris Meckstroth Root Zia

 Pass 1[ Pass 2}
 Pass 2] Pass 3]
 Pass 3[ Pass 3NT*
 Pass 4{* Pass 5{
 Pass 6] All Pass

That looks like a serious 3NT slam try.
East led the five of clubs and declarer ruffed West’s 

ace, cashed the king of diamonds,  played a diamond 
to the ace, ruffed a club, cashed the ace of spades, ruf-
fed a spade, ruffed a club and exited with a diamond. 
East won and could now have ensured the defeat of 
the contract by exiting with a trump. When he obli-
gingly returned a spade declarer could ruff, ruff a club 
and cross-ruff the last four tricks for +1430.

If declarer exits with a diamond instead of cashing 
the ace of spades, East wins and can exit with a trump, 
but now declarer can take the spade finesse and then 
cross-ruff his way home.

Closed Room
 West North East South
 Brogeland Hoogenkamp Lindqvist Helle

 Pass 1] Pass 2NT*
 Pass 4}* Pass 4{*
 Pass 4[* Pass 5{*
 Pass 5] Pass 5[*
 Pass 6] All Pass

2NT Heart support
4} Splinter
4{ Cue-bid
4[ Cue-bid
5{ Cue-bid
5[ Cue-bid

Here East led the jack of spades and declarer won 
with the queen, ruffed a spade, ruffed a club and con-
tinued the cross-ruff, cashing two diamonds along the 
way to flatten the board.

Meanwhile:

Open Room
 West North East South
 Versace Roll Lauria Levin

 Pass 1[ Pass 2}
 Pass 2[* Pass 3]
 Pass 3[ Pass 3NT
 Pass 4} Pass 4{
 Pass 6] All Pass

West led the jack of diamonds and declarer won in 
hand, played a spade to the ace and ruffed a spade. 
His next, fatal, move was to cash the ace of hearts. He 
took a second round, crossed to the king of diamonds, 
ruffed a spade ruffed a club and drew the outstanding 
trump. There were only eleven tricks, -100.

Closed Room
 West North East South
 Lengy Multon Bareket Zimmermann

 Pass 1[ Pass 2}*
 Pass 2] Pass 2NT*
 Pass 3{* Pass 3]*
 Pass 3NT* Pass 4}*
 Pass 4]* Pass 4[*
 Pass 4NT* Pass 5[*
 Pass 5NT* Pass 6}*
 Pass 6] All Pass

THE LIONS IN WINTER

Mark Horton looks back on the second edition of the Winter Games
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Mark Horton, Jean Paul Meyer and Francesca 
Canali produced the Bulletins at the first European 
Winter Games. Here are the highlights:

The first European Winter Games saw Monaco 
continue its tradition of creating and hosting important 
international events. It was Pierre Zimmermann who 
had the idea of creating a really strong event for teams 
in Europe, with long matches and reliable results and 
he contributed financially so that it would be possible. 

With only 50 teams paying € 1250 each, having a 
prize fund of € 150,000 and having to pay organisational 
costs required a lot of financial support, and the bridge 
community owes a debt of thanks to Pierre Zimmermann, 
who not only has dreams, but knows how to realise them.

The tournament was welcomed by Monaco’s Director 
of Tourism, Guillaume Rose, who gave invaluable 
support.

The Fairmont Hotel offered exceptional playing 
conditions, for what proved to be an exceptional field.

The format was straightforward; the teams would 
contest a 15 round Swiss playing ten board matches, 
the top16 going forward to the knock-out rounds while 
the remainder would compete in a new event, played in 
the increasingly popular board-a-match format. 

Leading Question

The legendary Benito Garozzo observed that if you 
always made the winning opening lead you would win 
every tournament you played in.

In the opening round of the Zimmermann Cup the 
players in the West seat faced an early test - this was 
what happened when the Swedish Juniors (Blue Chip 
Swedes) faced Gillis:

Board 3. Dealer South. EW Vul.
   [ A K 8 5
   ] J 3 2
   { J 10 5
   } K 6 4
 [ 2   [ Q J 9 7 6
 ] K Q 8 6 4   ] 10 7 5
 { 9 7 2   { 8 3
 } A Q 5 2   } 10 8 3
   [ 10 4 3
   ] A 9
   { A K Q 6 4
   } J 9 7
Open Room
 West North East South
 Gullberg Jansma Safsten Zia

 — — — 1NT
 Pass 3NT All Pass

No doubt with an eye to the vulnerability, West was 
generally unwilling to come in over 1NT, which was 
a wise move, as playing in 2] doubled could be very 
expensive after a trump lead.

Here the first question was what should West lead?
If I remember correctly (the chances of which perhaps 

diminish with the advance of anno domini) Hugh Kelsey, 
writing in Killing Defence, suggested that without an 
entry it was correct to lead low from a holding such as 
]KQ864, while with an entry it was better to start with 
an honour.

For the latest thoughts on the matter you should 
read Winning Notrump Leads by David Bird & Taf 
Anthias in which the authors use computer software to 
generate 5000 deals that match the bidding. (The West 
hand remains the same and the other three hands are 
chosen randomly.) The software then plays these deals 
automatically, seeing which of the 13 possible opening 
leads works best at both IMPs (rubber bridge/Chicago) 
and match-point pairs. By analysing the results, the 
authors pass on to the reader the secrets of finding the 
best lead against notrump contracts on a wide range of 
different auctions. 

Here West led the six of hearts and the Great Shuffler 
had been so unkind as to give South the ]A9 - make 
them the ]A8 and it would be clear to play the jack 
from dummy. 

When South went with the odds, playing West to 
have led from a suit headed by the ]K10 or ]Q10 
and played low from dummy the defenders were soon 
cashing out for one down.  

Closed Room
 West North East South
 Erichsen Andersson Gillis Stokka

 — — — 1NT
 Pass 3NT All Pass

Here West opted for the king of hearts after which 
there was no defence - an early success for the 
Scandinavians.

You can replay this deal at:
http://www.bridgebase.com/tools/handviewer.

html?bbo=y&linurl=http://www.bridgebase.com/
tools/vugraph_linfetch.php?id=43082

Pierre Schmidt will be a member of the French 
Senior team both in Wroclaw(World Bridge Series) and  
in Budapest (European Championships). He is also 
the happy owner of Le Chat (the cat) who appears 
regularly in the French magazine, Le Bridgeur.

rrrrrrrrrrs.s.s.sss.ssssssss.s.s.ss.sssssss  B By y y y y yy yyyy ananalalalalalallalalalallalaaaalalalalallllalalaallalaalyyyyyyyyyyyyyy
ee r reaeadededdddddddddd r r ththeeee
umummmmmmmmmmmp pp cocontntrararraraacccc
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This Le Chat is using his paws at amazing speed, to 
shuffle cards and build bridge statistics.

He was shown my article discussing what you should 
lead with:

[ 2   ] K Q 8 6 4   { 9 7 2   } A Q 5 2
after the opponents bid 1NT-3NT.

Le Chat says:
Leading the ]K beats the contract 27% of the time, 

whereas leading a low heart is effective only 19 % 
of the time. To this figure, says the Cat, you must 
add 5% where the declarer could theoretically win, but 
practically go down, say with  ]J9x  in the dummy 
or as in the case of the real deal ]Jxx opposite ]A9.

But the lead of an honour still prevails as best.
It is interesting to note that the passive lead of a 

diamond from three small is at least as good in 
principle.

And Le Chat notes: if the ace of clubs is replaced 
by a small club, a small heart lead is the best and still 
beats the contract 16% of the time, including when 
declarer guesses wrong at trick 1.

At the same time the lead of an honour is the worst 
option, defeating the contract only 7% of the time.

Our conclusion:
Kelsey was right - this is not a surprise.
Leading the king or a small one does not often make 

a difference.
‘Just do the right thing on the right day’, miaows 

Monsieur Le Chat. 

Countermeasures
The Hunt for Red October by Tom Clancy (later 

turned into a movie starring Sean Connery) is about 
a rogue Soviet naval captain who wishes to defect 
to the United States with his officers and the Soviet 
Navy’s newest and most advanced nuclear missile 
submarine, Red October. It includes a scene where 
an aircraft drops an acoustic torpedo in an  attempt 
to destroy it.

The submarine’s Captain gives the order to launch 
countermeasures, but although they are unsuccessful, 
he succeeds in saving the ship by a brilliant manoeuvre.

On this deal from Round 2 the opening lead put 
declarer’s contract under threat, but, as you will see, 
countermeasures were available to both sides.

Board 12. Dealer West. NS Vul.
   [ 8 6 4 2
   ] 2
   { A J 8 6 5
   } K Q 8
 [ K J 10 5   [ Q 9

 ] A 8 3   ] Q J 7 5
 { K 7 4   { Q 9 3
 } 10 5 4   } A J 3 2
   [ A 7 3
   ] K 10 9 6 4
   { 10 2
   } 9 7 6

Open Room
 West North East South
 Klukowski Wiankowski Gawrys Nawrocki

 1}* 1{ Double* Pass
 1] Pass 2{* Pass
 2[ Pass 2NT Pass
 3NT All Pass

South led the ten of diamonds and declarer countered 
in classical style by putting up dummy’s king. North 
took the ace and switched to the king of clubs, but 
declarer won with dummy’s ace and played the queen 
of spades. South took the ace and played a second club 
to North’s queen, but that was the last trick for the 
defence, +430.

North does better to duck the king of diamonds.
If declarer then plays a spade South wins and plays 

a second diamond and declarer should finish up a trick 
short as North must inevitably gain the lead at some 
point.

However, declarer has a countermeasure - at trick two 
he plays a club, putting in the jack if North plays low.

Closed Room
 West North East South
 Cieslak Bessis Sakr Volcker

 1}* 1{ 1] Pass
 1NT Pass 3NT All Pass

North led the five of diamonds and declarer won in 
hand with the king and made the natural but fatal play of 
a spade to the queen. South took the ace and returned a 
diamond and North cleared his tricks, eventually getting 
in with a club and cashing out for +50 and 10 IMPs.

You will be ahead of me here - at trick two, declarer 
must play a club, when he will be back in control.

You can replay this deal at:
http://www.bridgebase.com/tools/handviewer.

html?bbo=y&linurl=http://www.bridgebase.com/
tools/vugraph_linfetch.php?id=43091

The Curious Incident of the Dog in 
the Night time

One of the most popular Sherlock Holmes short 
stories, “Silver Blaze” focuses on the disappearance of 

bibibibbibibibbbbbbbbbbibibibiibibbbibbbbbbbb d d 1N1N1NN1N1N1N1NT-T-3N3N3N3NN3NNNN3N3N33N333N3N3N3N3NNNNNNN33N3N3N33N

aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaatststststtsststtttststststtttsststtt ttttheheheeeeeeehe cccconnonnnonnonnntrtrtrttrttttttrtrrttrtttttt
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the eponymous race horse(a famous winner) on the eve 
of an important race and on the apparent murder of 
its trainer. The tale is distinguished by its atmospheric 
Dartmoor setting and late-Victorian sporting milieu. 
It also features some of Conan Doyle’s most effective 
plots, hinging on the ‘curious incident of the dog in the 
night-time’.

Gregory: (Scotland Yard detective): ‘Is there any other 
point to which you would wish to draw my attention?’

Holmes: ‘To the curious incident of the dog in the 
night-time.’

Gregory: ‘The dog did nothing in the night-time.’
Holmes: ‘That was the curious incident.’
(If by some inexplicable reason you are not familiar 

with the methods of the world’s most famous consulting 
detective the curious incident of the dog in the night-
time is easily explained: the dog made no noise, 
because no stranger was there. As Holmes explains: ‘I 
had grasped the significance of the silence of the dog, 
for one true inference invariably suggests others....
Obviously the midnight visitor was someone whom the 
dog knew well.’

Put yourself in East’s chair and see if you can apply 
the great man’s methods to this lead problem:

With both sides vulnerable, you see this auction:

 West North East South
 McIntosh Brink King Drijver

 2[ 3] Pass 4}*
 Pass 4{* Pass 4NT*
 Pass 5[* Pass 7]
 All Pass

4} Cue bid for hearts
4{ Last train
4NT RKCB
5[ 2 key cards +]Q

Partner’s 2[ promised 8-11 - what do you lead from:

[ Q 3    ] 2    { J 9 8 2    } 9 8 7 5 4 3

East led the }7.

Here is how I think Holmes would tackle the problem:
There is no point in leading a spade as it is unlikely 

the opponents would bid a grand slam missing the ace 
of my partner’s suit.

If partner had the ace of hearts, he would have 
doubled.

With a void in clubs partner could have doubled for 
the lead of the first suit bid by dummy.

Ergo, I lead a diamond.
(It transpired that declarer, who knew a key card 

was missing, had calculated that it must be the ace of 
diamonds because of the 5[ bid and expecting partner 
to have seven hearts he thought it unlikely East would 
lead a diamond.)

This was the full deal:

   [ 7
   ] A K J 10 8 6 4
   { K 5 4
   } 6 2
 [ 10 9 8 6 5 4   [ Q 3
 ] 5   ] 2
 { A Q 7 6 3   { J 9 8 2
 } 10   } 9 8 7 5 4 3
   [ A K J 2
   ] Q 9 7 3
   { 10
   } A K Q J

‘Elementary my dear Watson.’

You can replay this deal at:
http://www.bridgebase.com/tools/handviewer.

html?bbo=y&linurl=http://www.bridgebase.com/
tools/vugraph_linfetch.php?id=43101

Sweet Dreams

A nightmare is an unpleasant dream that can cause a 
strong emotional response from the mind, typically fear 
but also despair, anxiety and great sadness. The dream 
may contain situations of discomfort, psychological or 
physical terror. Sufferers often awaken in a state of 
distress and may be unable to return to sleep for a small 
period.

The last match on Friday was the stuff of nightmares, 
featuring as it did some of the most testing deals the 
players have encountered thus far.

Board 16. Dealer West. EW Vul.
   [ A 10 7 5 3
   ] A Q 9
   { K 6
   } A Q 4
 [ K 9 8 6 4   [ Q J
 ] —   ] 10 5 4 2
 { Q 10 8 3   { J 7 5 4 2
 } J 7 5 3   } K 6
   [ 2

aaaaaartrtrtrtssssss
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   ] K J 8 7 6 3
   { A 9
   } 10 9 8 2

Would you like to be in 6]?
Clearly the answer is yes, as you have will score three 

club tricks 61.86% of the time (and there are some 
additional chances, as you will see).

This is how things panned out in when two of the 
favourites met: 

Open Room
 West North East South
 Duboin Martens Bilde Filipowicz

 Pass 1}* Pass 1]
 Pass 1[ Pass 2}
 Pass 2[ Pass 3]
 Pass 4] All Pass

1} Polish Club

In his modest contract declarer won the diamond lead 
in hand, crossed to the ace of spades, ruffed a spade, 
crossed to dummy with a diamond and ruffed another 
spade, East pitching a club. A club to the queen lost to 
the king and East exited with a trump. Declarer won 
in dummy and tried to cash the ace of clubs but East 
ruffed, holding declarer to ten tricks.

Closed Room
 West North East South
 Helgemo Madala Helness Bianchedi

 Pass 2NT Pass 4}*
 Pass 4[* Pass 5{*
 Pass 5[* Pass 6]
 All Pass

4} promised hearts and according to system guru Al 
Hollander 4[ showed a maximum with an odd number 
of key cards. (It is possible that it was RKCB with 5{ 
showing 2 without the ]Q.)  

West led the five of clubs and declarer played low 
from dummy, East winning with the king and returning 
the six to dummy’s queen. Declarer cashed the ace of 
spades, ruffed a spade and cashed the king of hearts, 
West pitching the six of spades.

A diamond to the king was followed by a spade ruff, 
but there was now no way to come to more than eleven 
tricks.

Declarer’s mistake was to use up the diamond entry 
to dummy.

He should draw trumps, using the ace of diamonds 
to return to hand, and then cross to dummy with a 
diamond, squeezing West in the black suits. 

You can replay this deal at:
http://www.bridgebase.com/tools/handviewer.

html?bbo=y&linurl=http://www.bridgebase.com/
tools/vugraph_linfetch.php?id=43106

Meanwhile in the match between Salama and 
Bridge24PL:

Open Room
 West North East South
 Amiry Chmurski Samir Chalupec

 Pass 1} Pass 1]
 Pass 2[ Pass 3]
 Pass 4} Pass 4{
 Pass 4NT Pass 5]
 Pass 5[ All Pass

Oops.
This unfortunate contract was three down, -150.

Closed Room
 West North East South
 Grezelak Stamatov Romanski Danailov

 Pass 1}* Pass 1]
 Pass 1[ Pass 2}
 Pass 2] Pass 3]
 Pass 3[* Pass 3NT*
 Pass 4}* Pass 4{*
 Pass 4NT* Pass 5]*
 Pass 5NT* Pass 6]
 All Pass

1} Precision Club
3[ Cue bid
3NT Serious slam try
4} Cue bid
4{ Cue bid
4NT RKCB
5] 2 key cards
5NT king ask

West led the three of diamonds and declarer won in 
hand, played a spade to the ace and ruffed a spade. He 
followed that with a heart to the ace and when West 
pitched a diamond, he drew trumps and ran the ten of 
clubs.

East won with the king and declarer won the club 
return perforce in dummy and cashed the king of 
diamonds.

West, down to [K8 }J7 was caught in a trump 
squeeze. 

You can replay this deal at:

hhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh EaEaaEaaaaaaaaaEaEaaEaaaaaaaaaaassssss
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http://www.bridgebase.com/tools/handviewer.
html?bbo=y&linurl=http://www.bridgebase.com/
tools/vugraph_linfetch.php?id=43193

The semifinals pitted Black against Lavazza and 
Zimmermann against Assael.

Your lead Partner

We encountered a number of fascinating lead 
problems in these Championships and the semifinal 
between Black and Lavazza produced two more which 
had a common theme - what to lead against a no-trump 
contract from a five card suit headed by the AK10.

Board 14. Dealer East. None Vul.
   [ J 8 3
   ] 10 8 3
   { A K 10 9 5
   } 10 6
 [ A Q 10 4   [ K 9 6
 ] Q 5   ] J 9 6 4
 { Q 8 7   { J 6 3
 } K Q 8 5   } J 7 3
   [ 7 5 2
   ] A K 7 2
   { 4 2
   } A 9 4 2

Open Room
 West North East South
 Duboin King Bilde McIntosh

 — — Pass 1}
 1NT Double Pass Pass
 Redouble All Pass

In this age (or for that matter any age) of light openings 
North’s double is hardly gilt edged, but had he led a low 
diamond his side would have been ahead in the race for 
seven tricks. 

When he tabled the ace of diamonds, the damage 
was already done, but things got worse when North 
continued with the ten of diamonds.

Declarer won with dummy’s jack and played a heart 
to the queen, followed by a club to the jack and ace. 
South exited with a spade and declarer cashed four 
tricks in the suit followed by the king of clubs. When 
the ten appeared from North, he exited with a heart to 
endplay South - two overtricks, and +960.

Closed Room
 West North East South
 Black Bocchi Whittaker Bianchedi

 — — Pass 1}

 Pass 1[ Pass 1NT
 All Pass

West led the four of spades and East won with the 
nine and returned the six, West winning with the queen 
and returning the ten to East’s king.

Now East needed to find a club switch - when he 
returned the four of hearts declarer won with the ace 
and played a diamond to the ten (should West have 
tried playing the queen?) East winning with the jack and 
belatedly switching to clubs. Declarer ducked and West 
won with the queen, cashed a spade and exited with a 
heart to declarer’s king. Three diamonds and the ace of 
clubs added up to seven tricks, +90 and 14 IMPs badly 
needed IMPs to Lavazza.

Board 4. Dealer West. All Vul.
   [ A K 10 6 5
   ] 9 4
   { J 7 6
   } K J 9
 [ Q 9 4 2   [ 8
 ] A K   ] 10 8 6 3
 { 8 5 3   { A K Q 2
 } Q 7 6 4   } A 10 8 2
   [ J 7 3
   ] Q J 7 5 2
   { 10 9 4
   } 5 3

Open Room
 West North East South
 Hallberg Bocchi Bertheau Bianchedi

 Pass 1[ Double 2[
 2NT Pass 3NT All Pass

North led the ace of spades and when partner 
followed with the seven, he continued with the five, 
declarer taking South’s jack with the queen.

Declarer played on diamonds, pleased to see them 
break, and on the fourth round South pitched the 
five of hearts, while declarer and North threw clubs. 
Declarer cashed the top hearts and exited with the nine 
of spades to endplay North - a magnificent +600.

Should North have found a low spade lead?
Threatened with the loss of four spade tricks, declarer 

can only play as above, but when he exits with the nine 
of spades, North wins and puts South in with the seven. 
After cashing two hearts, South plays a club, securing a 
fifth trick for the defence.

Closed Room
 West North East South
 Duboin King Bilde McIntosh

PPPPPPPPasaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaasaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa
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 Pass 1[ Double 2[
 Double Pass 2NT Pass
 3} All Pass

North cashed the ace of spades and switched to the 
nine of hearts, declarer winning, cashing a second 
heart, playing a diamond to the ace and ruffing a heart 
with the four of clubs. North could overruff, but declarer 
was in control and soon claimed ten tricks, +130 which 
however represented a loss of 10 IMPs.

You can replay these deals at:
http://www.bridgebase.com/tools/handviewer.

html?bbo=y&linurl=http://www.bridgebase.com/
tools/vugraph_linfetch.php?id=43226

http://www.bridgebase.com/tools/handviewer.
html?bbo=y&linurl=http://www.bridgebase.com/
tools/vugraph_linfetch.php?id=43232

Zimmermann won 175-113, but the expected 
showdown with Lavazza did not materialise as they 
went down 84-107 to Black.

The Opener

If we could look into the head of a Bridge player, 
we would see a whole world of feelings, images, ideas, 
emotions and passions.

I wonder how they felt at the conclusion of the 
opening deal in the Zimmermann Cup Final?

Board 1. Dealer North. None Vul.
   [ J 7 6 3
   ] 8 4
   { 8 6 3
   } K J 7 2
 [ A Q 8 5 2   [ K
 ] A 3 2   ] Q J 9 6 5
 { J 9 7   { Q 5 2
 } A 9   } Q 6 5 4
   [ 10 9 4
   ] K 10 7
   { A K 10 4
   } 10 8 3
Open Room
 West North East South
 Helgemo Hallberg Helness Bertheau

 — Pass Pass Pass
 1NT Pass 2{* Pass
 2] Pass 3NT Pass
 4] All Pass

North led the seven of clubs and declarer put up 
dummy’s queen. When it held he unblocked the king 

of spades, came to hand with a club and played three 
rounds of spades, pitching all dummy’s diamonds. 

Having taken ruffed the fourth round of spades with 
the seven of hearts, South returned the ten of clubs and 
declarer ruffed, ruffed a diamond and played a club. 
When South discarded the ten of diamonds declarer 
ruffed and claimed eleven tricks, +450. 

Do you have any views about North’s opening lead?
In the book I have already quoted from, ‘Winning Suit 

Contract Leads’ David Bird & Taf Anthias reveal that 
one of them likes to lead from KJxx. The lead is shown 
to be a disaster in very many instances, never reaching 
the top of the leader board.

Whatever your personal view about the wisdom of 
leading away from a king against a suit contract, in 
bridge, as in life, on ne saurait faire d’omelette sans 
casser des œufs.

To be sure of defeating 4] North must find a diamond 
lead and South must cash two tricks in the suit and then 
switch to a club.

Closed Room
 West North East South
 Black Multon Whittaker Martens

 — Pass Pass 1{
 1[ Pass 1NT Pass
 2NT Pass 3NT All Pass

South led the three of clubs and North won with 
the king and switched to the three of diamonds, 
South winning with the king and returning the four to 
declarer’s queen. The queen of hearts was covered by 
the king and ace and declarer continued with a heart to 
the nine, when South’s ten, together with two diamonds 
meant one down and 11 IMPs to Zimmermann.

Do you think East should have bid 3] over his 
partners 2NT?

Perhaps, but with South on lead the winning defence 
would be much easier to find.

You can replay this deal at:
http://www.bridgebase.com/tools/handviewer.

html?bbo=y&linurl=http://www.bridgebase.com/
tools/vugraph_linfetch.php?id=43240

Diamonds are Forever

On the last day of the tournament, I couldn’t resist the 
temptation to draw inspiration from one of the Bond 
movies, not least because I had noticed several players 
and officials trying at various times to make donations 
to the retirement funds of the owners of the Casino in 
the Fairmont Hotel.

Diamonds are Forever contains a memorable scene in 
a Casino where Bond, about to play Craps, is accosted 

11111111111175755555555-1-1-1-1-1--- 13333331333333, , 
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by a voluptuous girl who rejoices in the name of Plenty 
O’Toole. Imagining  Bond knows nothing about the 
game she asks Bond if he needs any help and proceeds 
to lose.

Bond takes over, as the croupier calls ‘Hard ten. Ten’s 
the number’ and issues instructions:

‘I’ll take the full odds on the ten, 200 on the hard 
way, the limit on all the numbers, 250 on the eleven. 
Thank you very much.’

Impressed, Plenty observes, ‘Say! You’ve played this 
game before!’

‘Just once’, is Bond’s reply
No doubt by now you are impatient to discover how 

this might be linked to my article, so let’s see if these 
two deals from the first session of the Zimmermann 
Cup Final can enlighten you:

Board 13. Dealer North. All Vul.
   [ K 6 4 2
   ] 5 3 2
   { A 10 9 3
   } 4 3
 [ A Q J   [ 10
 ] A K   ] J 9 7 6
 { K J 6 5 4 2   { Q 8 7
 } A Q   } K J 10 8 5
   [ 9 8 7 5 3
   ] Q 10 8 4
   { —
   } 9 7 6 2

Open Room
 West North East South
 Helgemo Hallberg Helness Bertheau

 — — — Pass
 2}* Pass 3} Pass
 3{ Pass 4[* Pass
 4NT* Pass 5}* Pass
 6{ All Pass

4[ Splinter
4NT RKCB
5} 0 key cards

A very smooth auction to the doomed slam. In isolation 
the odds in the diamond suit are 95.21% for losing only 
one trick, but here declarer would find it impossible to 
cope even if it was South that held all the diamonds 
(although at double dummy it can be done if South had 
say [ 9 5 3   ] Q 10 8   { A 10 9 3   } 9 7 6).

Closed Room
 West North East South
 Black Multon Whittaker Martens

 — — — Pass
 2{* Pass 2]* Pass
 2NT Pass 3[ Pass
 4{ Pass 4] Pass
 4NT All Pass

I’m not 100% certain, but I think 2{ was a Multi, 2] 
Pass or correct, 2NT strong balanced, 3[ Transfer to 
clubs (or perhaps a slam try in a minor). After that it 
might be that EW were, as the chess players would say, 
‘out of theory’. 

It was a good time to flounder and Black had 11 IMPs.

Board 19. Dealer South. EW Vul.
   [ Q 8
   ] Q 109 8 6
   { Q
   } K 9 8 6 4
 [ 5   [ A J 9 7
 ] A K 5 3 2   ] J
 { K 10 8 4 3   { A 9 7 5 2
 } 10 2   } A 7 3
   [ K 10 6 4 3 2
   ] 7 4
   { J 6
   } Q J 5

Open Room
 West North East South
 Helgemo Hallberg Helness Bertheau

 — — — 3[
 Double 4[ 6{ All Pass

This time the Gods were merciful and declarer was 
soon claiming +1370.

Closed Room
 West North East South
 Black Multon Whittaker Martens

 — — — 2{*
 Pass 3]* Double 3[
 4[* Pass 5{ All Pass

2{ Multi
3] Pass or correct
Could EW have reached the slam?
Perhaps East should bid 4NT over 4[, keeping the 

ball in play.
Zimmermann gained 13 IMPs, showing a working 

profit of 2 IMPs on the two deals. 
At the end of the first third Zimmermann led 36-31.

You can replay these deals at:
http://www.bridgebase.com/tools/handviewer.

html?bbo=y&linurl=http://www.bridgebase.com/

99999999999999999999999999999 8888 77777777777 55555555 3333

KK 1100 66 44 33
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tools/vugraph_linfetch.php?id=43240

The Final Countdown

Board 5. Dealer North. NS Vul.
   [ A J 7 5 3
   ] K Q 8
   { K 3
   } K Q 2
 [ 8 4 2   [ Q 10 9
 ] J 9 3   ] A 10 7 4
 { Q J 9 8 4 2   { 10 6
 }    } 9 6 5 4
   [ K 6
   ] 6 5 2
   { A 7 5
   } A J 10 8 7

Open Room
 West North East South
 Helgemo King Helness McIntosh

 — 1[ Pass 2}
 Pass 2NT Pass 3NT
 All Pass

East led the seven of hearts, and declarer came to 
eleven tricks by playing on spades, East cashing the 
ace of hearts when he got in with the queen of spades, 
+660.

Closed Room
 West North East South
 Black Multon Whittaker Zimmermann

 — 1[ Pass 2}
 Pass 2NT Pass 3NT
 Pass 4} Pass 4{*
 Pass 4NT* Pass 5]*
 Pass 6} All Pass

4{ Cue bid
4NT RKCB
5] 2 key cards

An excellent effort following North’s well judged 
decision to go on over 3NT.

West led the queen of diamonds and declarer won in 
hand with the ace and played the two of hearts for the 
three and king. When East won with the ace, declarer’s 
problems were over.

He could win the diamond return, play three rounds 
of spades, ruffing with the ten of clubs, draw trumps 
and go back to dummy with the queen of hearts to cash 
the spades, +1370 and 12 IMPs.

Ducking the heart might have given declarer pause 

for thought, but in practice it seems clear to follow the 
same plan of setting up the spades.

With Zimmermann ahead 80-60 along came:

Board 20. Dealer West. All Vul.
   [ 10 4 3
   ] 10 9 7 6 4 2
   { Q 7
   } J 5
 [ K J 9 8 5   [ A 7 6
 ] K   ] Q J 8
 { 9 8 6 4 3   { J 5
 } 9 7   } A K 6 4 3
   [ Q 2
   ] A 5 3
   { A K 10 2
   } Q 10 8 2

Open Room
 West North East South
 Helgemo King Helness McIntosh

 Pass Pass 1NT Pass
 2]* Pass 2[ Double
 Redouble 3] Double All Pass

East led the ace of clubs, West following with the 
seven. Now the strongest defence is for the defenders 
to cash two spades and then go back to clubs, securing 
a trick for West’s king of hearts, which would lead to 
+800.

However, East switched to the jack of diamonds and 
declarer won with the queen and played a heart to the 
ace. His losing club went away on the top diamonds 
and although East could ruff the third round declarer 
had escaped for -200.

Closed Room
 West North East South
 Black Multon Whittaker Zimmermann

 2[* Pass 4[ Double
 Pass 5] Double All Pass

East cashed his top clubs and then played the ace of 
spades and a spade, West winning with the king and 
returning the three of diamonds. That was four down, 
-1100.

If East had played a third cub the penalty would have 
been 1400, but even so Black had 14 IMPs and with 
only 6 IMPs separating the two teams the last set was a 
mouth watering prospect.

You can replay these deals at:
http://www.bridgebase.com/tools/handviewer.
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html?bbo=y&linurl=http://www.bridgebase.com/
tools/vugraph_linfetch.php?id=43243

The Time Machine

With Zimmermann ahead 80-74 a huge online 
audience settled into their seats:

Board 3. Dealer South. EW Vul.
   [ 6 5
   ] K J 8 2
   { J 9
   } A Q 7 3 2
 [ 10 8 3 2   [ A Q J 9
 ] 9 5   ] A 6
 { A Q 10 8 7 4   { K 6 5
 } 6   } J 8 5 4
   [ K 7 4
   ] Q 10 7 4 3
   { 3 2
   } K 10 9

Open Room
 West North East South
 Helgemo Hallberg Helness Bertheau

 — — — Pass
 Pass 1} 1NT Pass
 3}* Pass 3[ Pass
 4[ All Pass

Whatever the precise meaning of 3} it located the 
spade fit and declarer won the heart lead with the ace 
and played the ace of spades, followed by the queen,  
+620.

Closed Room
 West North East South
 King Multon McIntosh Martens

 — — — Pass

 Pass 1NT Pass 2{*
 Double 3] 3NT Double
 All Pass

2{ Transfer
South led the four of hearts and declarer took North’s 

king with the ace and settled down to the diamonds. 
North’s first discard was the }Q and South pitched the 
}K. On the next diamond North parted with the }3 
and South the }9. On the penultimate diamond North 
parted with the }2 and South the [4. On the last one 
North threw the }7 and South parted with the ]3.

That gave declarer an unexpected chance - if he exits 
with a club at this point the jack of clubs becomes the 
ninth trick. However, thinking that the king of spades 
had to be onside declarer ran the [10 and was one 
down, -200 and 13 IMPs to Zimmermann.

Board 4. Dealer West. All Vul.
   [ Q 9 6 5
   ] K J 3
   { A 9 4
   } A J 9
 [ A 10 7   [ K 8
 ] 8   ] Q 7 6 4 2
 { Q J 10 8 6 2   { K 7 5
 } Q 7 4   } 8 6 3
   [ J 4 3 2
   ] A 10 9 5
   { 3
   } K 10 5 2

Open Room
 West North East South
 Helgemo Hallberg Helness Bertheau

 2{ Double 3{ 4{*
 Pass 4[ All Pass

4{ Pick a major

aahaaaha eaeaaaaaaaaaaaaaad d dddd 808080800080000008080008080808008000000080800880000
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DONNES DES PREMIERS EUROPEAN WINTER GAMES
by Jean-Paul  Meyer

LE BAM

Cette forme de tournoi très spectaculaire a une 
immense popularité aux États-Unis. Vous aurez ici 
mème l’occasion de l’expérimenter, si vous ne fi 
gurez pas parmi les qualifi és de la première phase. 
Dans cette compétition, vous obtenez sur chaque 
donne, un top, une moyenne ou un zéro sans autre 
possibilité. C’est brutal et divertissant. Ajoutons 
que la riche dotation permet de se consoler aisément 
: 40 000 euros !

En 2016 un membre de l’équipe des jeunes Suédois 
reçut, VULNÉRABLE CONTRE NON VULNÉRABLE :

[ 10 8 4   ] V 9 7 5 2   { -   } A 10 8 3 2
Son partenaire avait ouvert de 3 Trèfles,on avait 

contré à sa droite.

Quelle enchère a-t-il choisi ?
Pas moins que 7 Trèfles ! La parole revint au joueur 

à sa gauche qui contra pour découvrir :

   [ V 5 3
   ] 6 4
   { 6
   } R D V 9 7 6 4
[ A D 9 6   [ R 7 2
] A 3   ] R D 10 8
{ A R 9 7 4 3   { D V 10 8 5 2
} 5   }
   [ 10 8 4
   ] V 9 7 5 2
   { 
   } A 10 8 3 2

Le score ?
1 400 pour Est-Ouest, top ou zéro ?
Tout dépendait de l’autre salle, si Est-Ouest 

atteignaient 7 Carreaux (1 440), top, 2 points pour 
les Scandinaves, mais zéro, s’ils se contentaient de 6 
carreaux plus un (940).

On demanda bien 7 Carreaux dans l’autre salle et 
donc une donne gagnée à la dure pour les jeunes 
suédois.

BONNE OU MAUVAISE DÉCISION ?

La deuxième donne est issue d’un match éliminatoire 
par KO.

Cédric Lorenzini possède en Ouest :
[ R   ] 8 5   { V 8 5 3 2   } A 9 7 5 4
Son partenaire, vulnérable, ouvre en dernière 

position d’un Pique, il répond 1 SA et on intervient à 
sa gauche à 2 Carreaux.

Son partenaire déclare 2 Coeurs et Cédric inquiet 
du misfit, applique le bon principe d’arrêter les frais 
au plus vite en passant.

Bonne ou mauvaise option ? Apparemment bonne, 
car son partenaire réalise exactement 8 levées.

Mauvaise, cependant, peut-on penser, en découvrant 
la main du partenaire :

[ D V 8 6 4 3 2   ] A R V 3   { A   } 10
Qui aurait, de toute évidence, déclaré 4 Piques sur 

2 Piques… Pour une évidente balade de santé mais 
voire, car voici la donne :

   [ A 10 9 7 5
   ] D 10 7
   { D
   } D 8 6 3
[ D V 8 6 4 3 2  [ R
] A R V 3   ] 8 5
{ A    { V 8 5 3 2
} 10   } A 9 7 5 4
   [ 
   ] 9 6 4 2
   { R 10 9 7 6 4
   } R V 2

4 Piques furent enchéris à de nombreuses tables, 
contrés à chaque fois et souvent chutés de deux levées 
sur l’entame Dame de Carreau, lorsque le déclarant 
tenta l’impasse à la Dame de Coeur.

Cependant, contre les Français à 4 Piques contrés, 
le Turc Zorlu, comme, par ailleurs l’Italien Versace 
montra que ce contrat était sur table après l’entame.

Voyez-vous comment ?
As de Carreau, As de Trèfle et Trèfle coupé, As, Roi 

et petit Coeur coupé du Roi du mort, Trèfle coupé et 
Dame de Pique. Nord prend et rejoue au mieux 10 de 
Pique, qui fait la levée.
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Nord rejoue Trèfle coupé par Ouest qui donne 
son Valet de Coeur à couper par Nord, contraint de 
rejouer dans la fourchette Valet 8 de Pique.

Conclusion : passer sur 2 Coeurs n’était donc pas la 
bonne décision ? Pas certain car l’entame de n’importe 
quel Pique battait le contrat de manche!

Pauvres commentateurs de BBO, contraints de juger 
du bien-fondé d’une décision.

Tant il est vrai que l’entame atout dans A 10 9 x x 
avec un singleton dans la couleur du partenaire est 
loin d’être recommandée.

ANNE ROUANET-LABÉ

Lorsqu’elle et son jeune partenaire Colin Deheeger 
se retrouvèrent à la table de Nicolas Dechelette et 
Georges Ionzteff, on savait qu’on allait assister à 
un duel de génération, puisque ces deux derniers 
étaient membres de l’équipe de France senior et 
qu’elle avait porté nos couleurs dans les épreuves 
internationales réservées aux jeunes.

On ne fut pas déçu en la voyant manoeuvrer pour 
éviter les embûches tendues par ses aînés sur la donne 
suivante :

Don. : E - Vuln. : Nord / Sud
   [ V 10 6 2
   ] D V 9 8 4 3
   { A R 5
   } 
[ R 8 5 4   [ 3
] A 6 5 2   ] 10 7
{ 9 3   { V 8 7 2
} R D 10   } A 7 6 5 4 2
   [ A D 9 7
   ] R
   { D 10 6 4
   } V 9 8 3

Ouest Nord Est Sud
Iontzeff Deheeger Dechelette R.-Labbé
   – 1{
X XX 2} –
– 2] – 2[
– 4[ Fin  
Entame du Roi de Trèfle coupé au mort.
La déclarante, après une longue réflexion, joua Coeur 

pour le Roi. Ayant vu le 10 en Est, Ouest était prêt pour 
la meilleure défense : il refusa de prendre ce Roi.

Nouveau tour d’horizon, le partage des Coeurs était 
clair et le partage des atouts 4-1 fort probable au vu 
de la défense et des enchères. Encaisser As et Roi de 
Carreau et finir en double coupe était un plan possible 
mais échouerait lorsqu’Ouest couperait le quatrième 
Trèfle du Roi pour rejouer atout. Elle trouva mieux à 
faire, Trèfle coupé, Valet de Pique laissé courir pour 
le Roi de Sud qui rejoua atout enlevant la dernière 

coupe au mort. Sud prit en main et encaissa les deux 
derniers atouts. Puis, avec assurance, suivirent As et 
Roi de Carreau et un troisième tour de Carreau pour le 
10. Notre polytechnicienne sait clairement compter les 
mains ! 2 coupes au mort, le Roi de Coeur, 3 atouts de 
la main et 4 levées de Carreau le compte était bon….

SIMON HULT

La génération junior est particulièrement 
talentueuse en Suède et après les jeunes fi lles Marion 
Michelsen et Meike Wortel, vint la famille Rimstedt, 
une équipe de niveau international à elle seule puis 
les tout jeunes Simon Ekenberg et Simon Hult.

Voyez ce dernier en action il y a deux ans lors des 
premiers Winter Games européens : il est en Sud.

Don. : E - Vuln. : Nord / Sud
   [ A 9 5 4 2
   ] A 8 2
   { D 7 4 2
   } 3
[ D 6 3   [ V 10
] D 6 3   ] R 9 5
{ R 6 3   { V 10 8
} V 10 8 5   } R D 7 6 2
   [ R 8 7
   ] V 10 7 4
   { A 9 5
   } A 9 4

Ouest Nord Est Sud
  Ekenberg  Hult
    1SA*
– 2] – 2[
– 3{ – 4[
Fin 
1SA    12-14

En face de l’ouverture d’1 Sans-Atout faible, 
Nord n’est pas paresseux. On voit qu’en dépit du 
bon partage de Piques et des Carreaux ainsi que du 
placement favorable du Roi de Carreau le contrat est 
loin d’être gagné. Il faudrait qu’Ouest possède le 9 
de Coeur pour améliorer la situation. Qu’à cela ne 
tienne, le jeune Suédois va se contenter du 8 !

Démonstration : entame du Valet de Trèfle pour 
l’As, Sud joua Carreau pour la Dame. Elle fait la levée 
première condition nécessaire. Carreau pour l’As et 
Trèfle coupé au mort (Nord), un troisième tour de 
Carreau suit. Ouest fait la levée et donne un troisième 
tour de Trèfle réduisant Nord à trois atouts.

Le dénouement était proche : As de Pique, puis 
Pique pour le Roi et Valet de Coeur pour le Roi d’Est.

Ce dernier n’a plus de Pique, plus de Carreau, Trèfle 
serait dans coupe et défausse. Est doit jouer Coeur 
sous son 9. 10 levées, venues de quasiment nulle part, 
ou plus exactement de Scandinavie.
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TROIKA
by Mark Horton

From the Russian: тройка, meaning ‘a set of three’.

Sergei Prokofiev’s Lieutenant Kijé music was 
originally written to accompany the film of the same 
name, produced by the Belgoskino film studios in 
Leningrad in 1933–34. One of the most famous 
pieces is taken from an old Hussar song, for which 
Prokofiev provided an optional baritone part. The 
melody first appears in a slow and somewhat dissonant 
statement, after which the pace quickens: sleigh bells, 
rapid pizzicato strings, and piano combine to give the 
impression of a fast winter’s journey by means of the 
troika, a traditional Russian three-horse sled. The ride 
is accompanied at regular intervals by the song theme, 
which brings the movement to its close with a slow 
repetition of its final phrase.

Preparing for the annual Slava Cup tournament in 
Moscow which will take place almost immediately after 
this event I spotted three deals with a similar theme: 

Dealer North. None Vul.
   [ K 9 7 6 2
   ] K 10 4
   { 10
   } A Q 10 5
 [ 10 5 4 3   [ A Q 8
 ] 9 7 6   ] Q J 8
 { J 5 4   { 8 3
 } K 8 2   } J 9 7 6 3
   [ J
   ] A 5 3 2
   { A K Q 9 7 6 2
   } 4

 West North East South
 — 1[ Pass 3{
 Pass 3NT Pass 4]
 Pass 5] Pass 6{
 Pass Pass Dble* All Pass

In response to East’s Lightner double West leads 
the four of spades and East wins with the queen and 
switches to a club. Declarer takes West’s king with 
the ace, cashes the queen discarding a heart and then 
settles down to the diamonds to reach this position... 

   [ 9
   ] K 10
   { —
   } 10
 [ 10   [ —
 ] 9 7 6   ] Q J 8
 { —   { —
 } —   } J
   [ —
   ] A 5 2
   { 6
   } —

When the last diamond is played West must pitch 
a heart and dummy parts with the now redundant 
nine of spades. East, forced to hand on to the jack 
of clubs is forced to part with a heart and that means 
declarer can score the last three tricks with hearts - the 
purist making sure that the final one goes to the two 
of hearts.

Dealer East. EW Vul.
   [ A 9 7 6 5
   ] 10 3
   { A 7 5 4 2
   } 2
 [ K 8 6 3 2   [ Q 10
 ] 6 5   ] 8 7 4
 { Q 10 3   { K J 6
 } Q 7 5   } J 10 9 4 3
   [ J
   ] A K Q J 9 2
   { 9 8
   } A K 8 6

 West North East South
 — — Pass 1]
 1[ 1NT Pass 3}
 Pass 4] Pass 4[
 Pass 5{ Pass 6]
 All Pass

With six trump tricks and four outside winners 
declarer appeared to have two reasonable chances of 
securing the two extra tricks required. One was to ruff 
two clubs in dummy, the other to find the diamonds 
breaking 3-3.

The first of these went up in smoke when West led 
the five of hearts.
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OLD MASTERS
by Mark Horton

Two years ago I wrote about Monaco’s unique record 
of hosting both the Bermuda Bowl and the World 
Team Olympiad in the same year (1976). Having finally 
succumbed to my wife’s suggestions that I tidy up my 
office one of the items I discovered was a battered copy 
of the May 1955 issue of Bridge Magazine.

Turning the pages I discovered an article by that 
doyen of Bridge writers, Maurice Harrison-Gray 
entitled Resuscitation. It recounts his participation in 
the Monaco Masters Individual, organised by Pierre 
Albarran. It was the author’s first major event after 
what he described as ‘five years on the scrap-heap’.

It included such household names as Tintner, Trézel, 
Goren, Sobel, Mathe, Stayman, Rapee, Root, Markus, 
Chiaradia, Forquet, Siniscalco, Jannersten, Wohlin, 
Besse, Schneider and von Dëwitz. The 36 contestants 
played five deals with everyone, completing 35 deals a 
day in what seems to be an awfully long seven hours! 

His report contained two deals that are perhaps 
worth re-introducing to the present generation: 

Dealer East. N/S Vul.
   [ K 3
   ] J 8 7 3
   { J 10 7 6
   } K 6 4
 [ Q J 7 4   [ 5 2
 ] 10 6 2   ] A K Q
 { A 4 2   { K Q 8 5
 } J 8 3   } A 10 9 2
   [ A 10 9 8 6
   ] 9 5 4
   { 9 3
   } Q 7 5

 West North East South
  Rapee  H.-Gray

 — — 1} Pass
 1[ Pass 2NT Pass
 3NT All Pass

South led the ten of spades and when declarer played 
dummy’s jack North won with the king. With a sight of 
all four hands it is obvious that a spade return leaves 
declarer without resource, but North took it upon 
himself to switch to a heart. Declarer won, played a 
diamond to the ace followed by the jack of clubs. North 
covered with the king and declarer won and returned a 

club. South won, but although he managed to slip the 
nine of spades through on the next trick, he then felt 
obliged to cash the ace, declarer claiming the rest for 
+400 which gave NS only two matchpoints.

Even if North ducks the jack of clubs declarer can 
prevail; he must unblock the }10 or 9. If South wins and 
tries the nine of spades declarer must put up dummy’s 
queen and then take a second club finesse for ten tricks.

However, I spotted something else.
Suppose declarer plays a low spade from dummy on 

the opening lead?
Say South continues with a spade, declarer playing 

one of dummy’s honours. North wins and switches to 
a heart. Declarer wins, cashes the {KQ and the top 
hearts and then plays a diamond to the ace followed 
by the jack of clubs. One way or another declarer will 
come to nine tricks.

Dealer South. All Vul.
   [ Q 10 8 5 2
   ] 8 6 2
   { J 10 8 5
   } 2
 [ A K 9 4   [ 6 3
 ] A Q J 7 5   ] K 10 3
 { K 2   { A 9 7 4 3
 } A 5   } J 9 4
   [ J 7
   ] 9 4
   { Q 6
   } K Q 10 8 7 6 3

 West North East South
  Sobel  H.-Gray

 — — — Pass
 2] Pass 3{ Pass
 3[ Pass 4] Pass
 4NT* Pass 5{* Pass
 5] All Pass

6] was bid as some tables, declarer taking twelve 
tricks after a club lead by ruffing two spades in dummy 
with the king and ten of hearts. (One of the world’s 
greatest players apparently went down by cashing a top 
heart at trick two and then playing to ruff two spades. 
South was able to discard a diamond and declarer, 
trapped in dummy after the second spade ruff, could 
not avoid the loss of two tricks.
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http://www.bridgebase.com/tools/handviewer.
html?bbo=y&linurl=http://www.bridgebase.com/
tools/vugraph_linfetch.php?id=43105

Tools of the Trade

To misquote Jane Austen, ‘It is a truth universally 
acknowledged, that a bridge partnership must be in 
want of a good bidding system’.

In the modern era, sophisticated methods have 
been developed that allow a partnership to exchange 
information. Although a bidding sequence might 
sometimes appear unintelligible, its meaning can 
sometimes be unraveled by applying basic principles.

Take a look at this deal from Round 8:

Board 13. Dealer North. All Vul.
   [ K Q 8
   ] Q 9 4
   { Q 7 6
   } A K 9 7
 [ J 10 9 7 6 3   [ 5 4 2
 ] 5 2   ] K J 7 6 3
 { 5 2   { J 8 4 3
 } 8 6 4   } 3
   [ A
   ] A 10 8
   { A K 10 9
   } Q J 10 5 2

Open Room
 West North East South
 Duboin Gawrys Bilde Klukowski

 — 1NT Pass 2}*
 Pass 2{* Pass 2[*
 Pass 3]* Pass 4}*
 Pass 4[* Pass 4NT*
 Pass 5]* Double Redouble*
 Pass 7} All Pass

Impressive to be sure, but what did it all mean?

This was my best guess:

2}  Stayman
2{  No major
2[  Game forcing
3]  3-3-3-4
4}  Sets clubs as trumps
4[  Cue bid
4NT  RKCB
5]  2 key cards

Redouble Grand slam invitation

When I subsequently interviewed Piotr Gawrys, he 
was able to confirm that this interpretation was correct, 
and he also added some interesting details about this 
sequence, for instance, that bidding 3] showed a 
decent hand for 1NT.

You can watch the interview at www.eurobridge.org

Closed Room
 West North East South
 Bessis Bocchi Volcker Bianchedi

 — 1NT Pass 3{*
 Pass 3]* Pass 4}
 Pass 4] Pass 4[
 Pass 5} Pass 5[
 Pass 7} All Pass

Any ideas about this one?
I am pretty sure that 3{ promised 5-4 in the minors 

with short spades, or six diamonds and if that is right 
3] was a relay, with 4} confirming the first option.

Give me another week and I might work out what 
happened after that!

You can replay this deal at:
http://www.bridgebase.com/tools/handviewer.

html?bbo=y&linurl=http://www.bridgebase.com/
tools/vugraph_linfetch.php?id=43125

Those two auctions were complex, but on this deal 
from Round 9 the players used methods that are a little 
easier to understand:

Board 24. Dealer West. None Vul.
   [ 4 3
   ] Q 7 6
   { Q J 6 5
   } Q 8 6 5
 [ Q 2   [ A K 10 8 7 6

QQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQ 9 9 44444444
QQQQ 7 7 6666666666
AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA KKKKKKK 9 9 7 7

dedededdeddedededddeeededdedededddededdddddedeedeeeed alal aaaaaaat:t:t:t:t:t:ttttttt
ebebbbbbasasaaaaa e.e.cocom///m///mmmmmmmm
hththththhtttptpttttt :/://////////w/w/w/wwwwwww
ppppppppppppppppppppphphphphphphp?i?i?i?i?i?i?ii??i??ii?i?id=d=d=dd=dd=d=434343334343444443434333434344444
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 ] A 10 3   ] K 5
 { K 8 7   { A 10 9 3
 } A 10 9 7 2   } K
   [ J 9 5
   ] J 9 8 4 2
   { 4 2
   } J 4 3

Open Room
 West North East South
 Amiry Martens Samir Filipowicz

 1} Pass 1[ Pass
 1NT Pass 2}* Pass
 2{* Pass 3{ Pass
 3[ Pass 4}* Pass
 4{* Pass 4]* Pass
 5}* Pass 6[ All Pass

2} Checkback
2{ Denies 3[
4} Cue bid
4{ Cue bid
4] Cue bid
5} Cue bid

Perhaps East was precipitate in jumping to 6[ - he 
might have preferred 5{.

There was nothing to the play, declarer using his 
entries to dummy to set up the clubs, +1010.

Closed Room
 West North East South
 Helgemo Stamatov Helness Danailov

 1} Pass 1[ Pass
 1NT Pass 2{* Pass
 3} Pass 3[ Pass
 4}* Pass 4NT* Pass
 5[* Pass 5NT* Pass
 6{* Pass 7[ All Pass

2{ Checkback
4} Cue bid for spades
4NT RKCB
5[ 2 key cards + [Q
5NT kings?
6{ {K
As before, there was nothing to the play, but 

Zimmermann collected 11 IMPs.
We shall not fail or falter; we shall not weaken or tire. 

Neither the sudden shock of battle, nor the long-drawn 
trials of vigilance and exertion will wear us down. Give 
us the tools, and we will finish the job.

Winston Churchill, London, February 9, 1941.

You can replay this deal at:
http://www.bridgebase.com/tools/handviewer.

html?bbo=y&linurl=http://www.bridgebase.com/
tools/vugraph_linfetch.php?id=43128

These were the sixteen survivors, in the order of 
the draw:

Era  Vainikonis, Arlovich, Zatorski, 
 Pachtman, Drijver, Brink

Dracula Marina, Coldea, Stegaro, Ionita

Black Black, Hallberg, Whittaker, 
 Bertheau, King, Mcintosh

De Botton De Botton, Townsend, Charlsen, 
 Hoftaniska, Sandqvist, Padon

Vytas Vainikonis, Olanski, Gierulski,
 Skrzypczak, Lauria, Versace

Ned Blue Van Overbeeke, Polak, Schollaardt, 
 Macura, Maas, Bakkeren

Vinciguerra Vinciguerra, Bompis, Levy, Bessis

Lavazza Lavazza, Bianchedi, Bocchi, Duboin, 
 Madala, Bilde

Zimmermann Zimmermann, Multon, Helgemo, 
 Helness, Martens, Filipowicz

Emerald Bareket, Lengy, Roll, Barel, Levin

Ned White Drijver, Nab, Molenaar, Verbeek, 
 Maas, Bakkeren

Mahaffey Lev, Mahaffey, Gawrys, Volcker, 
 Bessis, Klukowski

Assael Tokay, Sementa, Kubac, Zorlu

Connector Serek, Puczynski, Bizon, Kazmucha, 
 Kowalski, Araszkiewicz

France Jrs Rouanet-Labe, Combescure, Bernard, 
 Deheeger,Charignon,Laloubeyre 

Ventin Ventin, Wrang, Lorenzini, Quantin

The Breakfast Club

The Breakfast Club is a 1985 American coming-of-
age comedy-drama film which follows five teenagers, 
each a member of a different high school clique, who 
spend a Saturday in detention together and come to 
realize that they are all more than their respective 
stereotypes, while facing a strict disciplinarian principal.

At a major event it is not unusual to pick up a good 
story over breakfast, and I collected one such from the 
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legendary Gunnar Hallberg. Coincidently, It features 
one of the many talented juniors, Sweden’s Simon Hult 
in the second session of the BAM.

Dealer East. EW Vul.
   [ J 10
   ] K 9 5
   { J 10 8
   } K Q 7 6 2
 [ A 9 5 4 2   [ K 8 7
 ] A 8 2   ] J 10 7 4
 { Q 7 4 2   { A 9 5
 } 3   } A 9 4
   [ Q 6 3
   ] Q 6 3
   { K 6 3
   } J 10 8 5

 West North East South
 Ekenberg  Hult

 — — 1NT Pass
 2]* Pass 2[ Pass
 3{ Pass 4[ All Pass

South led a club and declarer won with the ace and 
played a diamond to the queen, followed by a diamond 
to the ace. After ruffing a club he played a third round 
of diamonds and South won and exited with a club. 
Declarer ruffed in dummy, cashed the ace of spades, 
played a spade to the king and ran the jack of hearts. 
North won, but was now faced with the prospect of 
offering up a ruff and discard, or leading away from the 
nine of hearts.

Not a bad way to win a board!

I can’t resist mentioning this hand, which Gunnar 
mentioned inter alia:

Playing rubber bridge for serious money you have 
[ A K 8 6 2   ] A K 7 5   { A 5   } 7 5 
and are pleased to see your partner open 1]. 

Gunnar jumped to 3} (!) and when his partner raised 
him to 4} he bid 4NT, discovering his partner had 
no ace (no RKCB at rubber bridge). He jumped to 6] 
and when Robert Sheehan (himself no slouch at the 
Rubber bridge table and author of the excellent The 
Big Game: Rubber Bridge in a London Club) doubled 
(holding what he mistakenly assumed was a well placed 
}AQ10) Gunnar redoubled.

Not a bad story to breakfast out on!

The Good, the Bad and the Ugly 

The Good, the Bad and the Ugly is a 1966 Italian 
epic Spaghetti Western film directed by Sergio Leone, 

starring Clint Eastwood, Lee Van Cleef, and Eli Wallach 
in the title roles respectively.

The plot revolves around three gunslingers competing 
to find fortune in a buried cache of Confederate gold 
amid the violent chaos of the American Civil War.

One deal in the third session of the round of 16 could 
have been ascribed to each of the characters.

The Good

Board 6. Dealer East. EW Vul.
   [ 10 8 2
   ] 8 4 3 2
   { Q 8 3
   } 9 4 3
 [ A K J 6 4   [ 5 3
 ] K 7 6 5   ] —
 { A J   { K 7 4 2
 } 8 7   } A K Q J 10 6 5
   [ Q 9 7
   ] A Q J 10 9
   { 10 9 6 5
   } 2

Open Room
 West North East South
 Molenaar Bessis Verbeek Volcker

 — — 1} 1]
 Double* Pass 3} Pass
 4} Pass 5] Pass
 6} All Pass

Whatever message East was trying to convey to 
West (‘I have solid clubs and a heart void’) was lost in 
translation.

Closed Room
 West North East South
 Klukowski Drijver Gawrys Nab

 — — 1}* 2]
 Double* 4] 5} Pass
 7} All Pass

1} Polish Club
One tends to forget that in these days of hyper 

aggression in the auction judgement plays an essential 
role and West exercised his to the maximum.

Looking at four hearts it seemed clear that East must 
be void and he clearly held a powerful club suit. Backing 
his judgement, West went all in, a brilliant decision that 
secured +2140 and 13 IMPs and must make this a 
candidate for best bid hand of the year.

You can replay this deal at:

nnnnnnnnnnowoooooooooowooooooooo  fffffffacacacacaacaaa eded wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwww
isisisisiscacacacacaaardrd, , ororrrr lllleeeeeeeee

nnnnnnnn aaaaaaaaaa bbbboaoaoaooaoaaaaaaoardrdrdrd!!!!
EEEEEEasasaasaasaa t t wawas s s s ss tt
bbbbbbs s anand d a a heehhheehhhhhh
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http://www.bridgebase.com/tools/handviewer.
html?bbo=y&linurl=http://www.bridgebase.com/
tools/vugraph_linfetch.php?id=43192

The Bad

Open Room
 West North East South
 Versace Polak Lauria v. Overbeeke

 — — 1} 1]
 Double* 3] 5} Pass
 5{* Pass 5]* Pass
 5[* Pass 6} All Pass

West must have been sure his partner held a heart 
void, but perhaps fearing a non solid clubs suit (say }
AKJ10985) he was unwilling to advance.

Closed Room
 West North East South
 Schollaard Gierulski Macura Skrzypczak

 — — 1} 1]
 Double* 3] 4]* Pass
 4NT* Pass 6} Pass
 7[ All Pass

4] Cue bid
4NT RKCB
6} 2 key cards and a void

East clearly intended his cue bid to show a solid suit, 
but, as he discovered, the danger is that partner will 
assume you have a spade fit.

Declarer ruffed the heart lead and played a spade to 
the jack. He was soon entering +2210 onto his score 
sheet along with 13 IMPs.

You can replay this deal at:
http://www.bridgebase.com/tools/handviewer.

html?bbo=y&linurl=http://www.bridgebase.com/
tools/vugraph_linfetch.php?id=43191

The Ugly

Open Room
 West North East South
 Combescure Lorenzini Bernard Quantin

 — — 3NT All Pass

With a four card suit on the side and a void 3NT was 
perhaps questionable. Even so, West should have bid 
6}, but when he passed an even worse fate was in 

store.
South led the queen of hearts, and declarer ducked, 

North following with the four. The jack of hearts was 
ducked, North contributing the three, and on the next 
trick South’s ten of hearts left declarer with a nasty 
guess, which he got wrong, -100.

You can replay this deal at:
http://www.bridgebase.com/tools/handviewer.

html?bbo=y&linurl=http://www.bridgebase.com/
tools/vugraph_linfetch.php?id=43194

Closed Room
 West North East South
 Wrang Deheeger Ventin R.-Labbé

 — — 1} 1]
 Double* Pass 3} Pass
 4} Pass 4]* Pass
 4[* Pass 6} All Pass

I don’t see why East was in such a hurry to bid 6} 
- it looks routine to bid 5{, when West would have 
certainly considered the possibility of a grand slam. 

EW could afford to smile - they picked up 16 IMPs.

Before I leave this deal I must mention what happened 
in the last of the matches being featured on BBO:

Open Room
 West North East South
 Padon Hallberg de Botton Bertheau

 — — 1} 1]
 1[ 1NT! Double Pass
 Pass 2] 3} Pass
 6} All Pass

What a pity Gunnar Hallberg did not emulate Terence 
Reese by passing out 1NT doubled. No doubt he would 
have been -1700, but what a story he would have had 
to tell if his teammates had reached 7}.

(On the other hand imagine he was scoring up with 
the French Juniors!)

Closed Room
 West North East South
 King Sandqvist McIntosh Townsend

 — — 1} 3]
 3[ 5] 6} All Pass

Nic Sandqvist’s brilliantly timed bid left EW with no 
room to manoeuvre and West was unwilling to gamble.

You can replay this deal at:

h h hh EaEaEEaEaaassss
inini i i BeBeBBB rnrn

333333NNTNNNNNNNNNNNNNNTNNNNNNNNNNNNN


